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What is Cost Reporting?
• The reporting of the actual costs of providing services by the established cost
centers such as wages, program administration, or facilities
• The purpose of this reporting is to collect cost data that will inform DWRS rate
formulas.
• The ongoing collection of this data will inform policy makers of the cost
drivers and will allow for DWRS to set rates that allow services to be
appropriately funded, encourage provider viability, and help ensure service
access HCBS waiver recipients.
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Why Cost Reporting Now?

DWRS Rates are composed from
many different data sources,
such as Bureau of Labor Statistics
wages or Consumer Price Index.
There are also evaluation-based
assumptions that should
continue to be evaluated and
adjusted that can be informed by
the reported costs gathered
through cost reporting.
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“Be no more complex than necessary”

DHS aims to keep
cost reporting as
simple as possible,
though some
reporting must be
specific in order to
continue to evaluate
the current cost
assumptions in
DWRS rate
calculation.
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Reporting
• All providers that provide at least one DWRS service are required to report
once every five years, beginning in 2020.
• DHS anticipates 20% of providers will report every year, based on random
sampling.
• Allows for annual data analysis

• Providers are required to report on a fiscal year completed in the last 18
months
• If a provider fails to complete a report by the deadline, DHS is required to
suspend payments until the report is completed.
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Planned Annual Reporting Schedule
Date

Task

By March 31

Notify providers mandated to report that year

June 1

90-day Notice of reporting deadline

August 31

Reporting Deadline

Sept 1
Oct 1
Nov 1
Dec 1
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Send out first notice of non-compliance; for providers who haven’t
submitted reports by August 31
Send out second notice of non-compliance; for provider who haven’t
submitted by September 30 (30 days late)
Send out third notice of non-compliance; for providers who haven’t
submitted by 10/31 (60 days late)
Send out notification of stop payment for non-compliance (90 days
late)
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Training for Providers
Stakeholders have requested extensive training for providers on using the tools
• DHS plans to continue further development of training tools and manuals in
2019 and early 2020.
• Training and support tools are being considered in many delivery methods to
give providers options on how to get help with cost reporting.
• Ongoing training and technical assistance will be available when the system
becomes operational.
• DWRS Cost Reporting Website
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Questions?
DHS.DWRSCostReporting@state.mn.us
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