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Frequently Asked Questions
Border to Border Broadband Grant Program
1st Supplemental Questions
(August 13, 2020)

1. Are school districts eligible to apply for a Border to Border Broadband Infrastructure grant? 
Yes. Under Minn. Stat. 116J.395, political subdivisions are eligible to apply. Under Minn. Stat. 116J.394, a school district is included in the definition of political subdivision for purposes of the grant program. 
2. Have there been any clarifications or modifications of the carrier notification requirements for the Border to Border grant in light of the FCC's RDOF Prohibited Communication rules.

We cannot speak to what the FCC would consider a violation of their prohibited communications rules. The Minnesota Border to Border broadband infrastructure grant program has requirements in Minnesota statutes that require an applicant to include in its application:
evidence that no later than six weeks before submission of the application the applicant contacted, in writing, all entities providing broadband service in the proposed project area to ask for each broadband service provider's plan to upgrade broadband service in the project area to speeds that meet or exceed the state's broadband speed goals in section 237.012, subdivision 1, within the time frame specified in the proposed grant activities;
and, the Office of Broadband Development is required to conduct a challenge process:
Subd. 5a. Challenge process.(a) Within three days of the close of the grant application process, the office shall publish on its website the proposed geographic broadband service area and the proposed broadband service speeds for each application submitted.
Applicants concerned about the FCC requirements may also want to revisit the answer to question #13 in the initially posted FAQs.
We have not asked for, nor do we want or require, any information related to an applicant’s potential RDOF bid.

3. Some counties are making CARES Act funding available for broadband projects. How should applications for the state’s Border to Border Broadband Infrastructure Grant program reference county broadband projects using CARES Act funding?

[bookmark: _GoBack]If an applicant will be constructing a project with county CARES Act funding near a project included in a state grant application such that there are cost efficiencies gained, the applicant should include that information in its response to Question 4.22 in the application.


image1.jpeg
m EMPLOYMENT AND
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

OFFICE OF BROADBAND DEVELOPMENT





