Senior Services Committee Minutes
Submitted by, Ed Lecher
6-2-2016
Members Present: Judy Sanders, Emily Zitek, Pat Barrett, RoseAnn Faber, Jean Johnson and Ed Lecher
Members Absent: Bob Raisbeck, Francis Whetstone and Sue Crancer
Approval of April Minutes: The minutes were not approved and Jean requested that the minutes be amended to include the discussion of comparing Android and IOS.
Minutes:
Ed provided an update on the working of the Seniors Services Unit including describing the newly approved legislative appropriation. Ed described what it means and how the unit will fulfill the training mandate included in the bill. The plans include adding new staff who will do specific training related activities. The update also included an update of the staffing concerns in SSU. Another staff is set to retire at the beginning of July. That position as well as one other that became vacant in April will be posted and hired soon.
Jean Johnson commented on the letter that was sent by SRC-B chair Steve Jacobsen and other committee members commented on the efforts of the NFB of Minnesota and their efforts to secure this appropriation. The committee agreed the NFB did some very good work.
Several members described websites that could be used to compare and contrast various cell phone options.
Pat reported on one particular site (http://gari.info/) that breaks down many AT options and will provide recommendations for particular uses. Judy and Roseanne commented on the site’s usability, which was deemed decent. Jean described her experience using the site as well. Ed commented that he would ask Jonathan to explore the site and give staff some feedback.
It was recommended by the group that we go through each of the minutes from this last year and compile all the recommendations related to assistive technology. 
Judy reported that Odin Mobile will still be available through December of 2016.
Emily described the “Cona” phone and described that it allows one to listen to text message a. It is $150 at the Sprint store. It has an address list, unlimited minutes and the plan is $69 per month. 
The committee plans to send a thank you letter to the SRC-B and to the NFB for their efforts to secure additional funds for SSU.
The meetings adjourned on time.
Next meeting: August 4

