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The Spectacle
-Dare to stand out
September 2020
Just for Fun 
Going back to school will look different this year. In “12 Fun First Week of School Traditions,” Emily Elveru lists some ways that students, parents, and teachers can still celebrate and get energized. A few ideas include:
· Make a Schultüte-a German cone-shaped goody bag full of treats, school supplies, and other little gifts.
· Deck out your lunch bag.
· Host school spirit days at home.
· Create a vision board.
Upcoming and Ongoing
Blind & Socially Savvy Presents “Virtually Savvy”
“Blind & Socially Savvy” is a training offered through the International School of Protocol. It focuses on training students with a vision loss in “soft skills” like professional image, nonverbal communication, networking, and employer expectations. In “Virtually Savvy,” students will learn about participating and hosting meetings and conferences, netiquette, interviewing behind the screen, and creating meaningful connections in a virtual world. SSB will be hosting this program September 22, 23, 29, and 30 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. This program is open to students between 14-21, and there are 20 seats available. Contact Sheila Koenig to register at Sheila.koenig@state.mn.us 
SSB Communication Center
The Communication Center is here to put your books into accessible formats that work for you. Custom audio, e-text, DAISY markup, and Braille - we can do it!  The Communication Center is Minnesota’s Accessible Reading Source - your source for accessible reading. Email us at ssb.audioservices@state.mn.us
A Note From SSB Counselors
Hi, students! We sure hope that the beginning of this school year is a smooth one for you!  It’s the time of year that we double-check our records and make sure that we have the most current information about you. This helps us coordinate meetings with you, your family, your school, and your teachers. We are excited to connect with you soon to update this information.
Year-Round Programs for Students
BLIND, Incorporated, Duluth Center for Vision Loss, and Vision Loss Resources offer opportunities for students to build skills and connect with peers throughout the school year. More information about these programs will be sent as soon as this year’s information is available. To request information, email Sheila.koenig@state.mn.us 
CLIMB Program Coming Later this Fall
SSB is excited to offer a CLIMB program later this year. This program comes from Erik Weinmeyer’s foundation, No Barriers. The objective of this program is to empower students to overcome barriers and ultimately share that light with others. This will be a virtual program for students between ages 14-21. More details to come.
PACER Opportunities
These are challenging times for everyone. As we all navigate this public health crisis, PACER is committed to being a valuable resource for families of children with disabilities and students who are bullied, as well as the professionals who serve them. Go to https://pacer.org/special/covid-19.asp for COVID-19 resources and to https://pacer.org/workshops/ for a list of upcoming workshops.
Call or email us! PACER’s parent advocates, assistive technology specialists, bullying prevention associates, and all staff are available to assist families and professionals. Call 952-838-9000 or email pacer@pacer.org for assistance.
Blind Abilities Podcasts
Check out Blind Abilities on the web at www.BlindAbilities.com. You can also download the app, and you can get the Blind Abilities skill on your Amazon device, just by saying, “Alexa, enable Blind Abilities.”
· We have continued our “Around the World with COVID-19 from a Blindness Perspective.” Check out the diverse voices from across the globe.
· Learn about the “Access and Engagement to Education,” and the “Flatten Inaccessibility” surveys from Dr. Penny Rosenblum, Director of Research at American Foundation for the Blind. 
· Listen to Author Jon Marin talk about the work being done at the Career Discovery Project in preparing teens for employment.
· Check out what the Apple Accessibility team had to say about the latest iOS (iPhone Operating System) due out next month. 
· Meet Satana Howery, a voice artist on commercials, audio books, and audio description for TV.
· And check out the Access Acting Academy episode where you can.
· And find out about accessible acting and voicing classes available through Zoom.

Fast Forward: Potential and Possibilities
Summer 2020 Peer Educators

In May, SSB hired peer educators to create and host student programming online throughout the summer. We can’t believe how fast the summer has gone, and our peer educators are heading back to school for the next chapter in their lives. We’d love to share a little bit about them with all of you!
Steph Brown
[image: Steph is wearing a bergundy blouse with scarf and looking up. Smiling, Steph holds a box of freshly picked blueberries. ]I’m going into my sophomore at Lesley University in Massachusetts and am studying education. I love to sing and have a passion for creative writing. I think one of the best parts about being a peer educator is seeing how engaged and involved the students are. There’s something so powerful about students finding people they can relate to and realizing they are not alone. My favorite candy is Reese’s peanut butter cups. 
 

[image: Gabby is smiling at the ccamera with sunlight filtered through brances behind her. ]Gabby Gingras
I am a junior with an Environmental Studies major at the University of Minnesota Morris. I enjoy hanging with friends, being a pet parent to my cat Puffin, and creative writing. I became a peer educator with SSB to provide young blind students with the support and opportunities that I always wanted as a young student with a visual disability. Also, I adore Reese’s.


[image: Louie is wearing a black shirt and is looking powerfully at the camera.]Louie McGee
 I’m studying psychology and communication at the University of Minnesota Twin Cities.  In my free time I love to swim at the beach with friends, read nonfiction, and go for runs.  I’m also a master at cooking fried rice.  Being a peer educator this summer I have made long lasting friends, I have learned valuable communication skills, and I had so much fun meeting new people and discussing things I could not have had the opportunity to discuss without this program.  I am excited to stay in touch with the friends I have made and build from the base this summer has built for me.  My favorite candy is Butter Fingers. 

[image: Anja smiling brightly at the camera.]Anja Swenson
I am a senior in high school, and a Postsecondary Enrollment Option (PSEO) student. I will be attending Century College this year, with the goal of completing an Associate in Arts (AA) degree by the Spring of 2021. Some of my favorite hobbies include writing, listening to music, and spending time with friends. My favorite part of being a peer educator has been getting to know incredible colleagues. My favorite candy is probably a Reese’s peanut butter pumpkin (they are better than the peanut-butter cups because they have more peanut butter).
[image: In a black and white photo, Katarina smiles warmly at the camera.]Katarina Wilke
I have had the pleasure of being a Peer Educator for SSB this summer! I recently graduated from the University of Minnesota, Morris, and this Fall I will be attending Graduate school at St. Cloud State University. I am pursuing a Master of Science degree in communication sciences and disorders and a licensure in speech and language pathology. In my spare time, I really enjoy cooking, playing with animals, shopping for good deals, and spending time with friends and family. I also have a little bit of a sweet tooth, and one of my favorite treats to indulge in are Dove chocolate promises with caramel centers 😊 

Being a Peer Educator has been such a great experience, and I am very grateful to have had this opportunity. My favorite part about being a Peer Educator is definitely all of the awesome connections I have been making with other blind and visually impaired individuals. Between my fabulous coworkers, incredible supervisors, and the wonderful students and participants we have worked with throughout the summer, it has truly been a blessing to get to meet and talk to other people in the blind community! Thank you and best of luck to everyone as we wrap up the summer!

Tech Tidbits
With school starting shortly, SSB’s assistive tech team recommends signing up for a free student membership to Bookshare.  Bookshare has many high school and college textbooks, as well as thousands of novels and other reading materials.  Visit www.bookshare.org for more information and to register.  Written proof of a print-related disability is required for eligibility.  A letter from an eye doctor or SSB counselor should work.  
To help with reading textbooks, Word Documents, Google Docs, PDF files, etc., we recommend the combination of Voice Dream Reader and Voice Dream Scanner, available on both iOS and Android.  Students will be able to read Bookshare titles, as well as many other electronic documents.  Voice Dream Scanner also allows students to take a picture of any paper document and have it read aloud.  
For note taking, there is a good iOS app called Noted.  A student can record a class session and take text notes at the same time.  Both are then synchronized for later playback and studying. Don’t forget that SSB’s Communication Center is here for you. We can put your materials into a format that works for you.

Voting in 2020 General Election
Voting is one of the most important ways we can make sure our voices are heard. If you will be 18 or older on Election Day, you can exercise your right to vote. Because of COVID-19 concerns, there are ways that you can vote before Election Day. Details about mail-in ballots and early voting can be found at The Secretary of State website below. 
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/other-ways-to-vote/vote-early-by-mail/

Building BRIDGEs
[image: ]As students navigate the world of high school and begin thinking about the future, we offer services and resources that provide a foundation for success. Each of the core areas of our BRIDGE framework highlights an essential component that teenagers need in order to succeed after high school: 

· Basic Skills 
· Role Models 
· Initiative
· Discovery
· Goal Setting
· Experiences

Through SSB, teens can explore each of these core components and cross the BRIDGE into the future of work, study, and living independently. In building that BRIDGE, SSB offers resources in technology, career exploration, work experience, adjustment to blindness training, and peer connections, to help students who are blind, DeafBlind, or low vision develop the skills and confidence for a bright future. Watch our videos for students, parents, and teachers to learn more about SSB. 

Looking Ahead in High School 
Thinking about what comes after high school is an important skill. The links below offer steps to take to prepare and plan for life after graduation. 
Freshman
Sophomore
Junior
Senior
Ideas?
We are always looking for ideas you’d like to see featured in this newsletter. Please email sheila.koenig@state.mn.us with any suggestions or brainstorms.  
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