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The Spectacle
-Dare to stand out
May 2019
Just for Fun
“The Holman Prize is not meant to save the world or congratulate someone for leaving the house. This prize will spark unanticipated accomplishments in the blindness community. You will see blind people doing things that surprise and perhaps even confuse you. These new LightHouse prizes will change perceptions about what blind people are capable of doing.”-Bryan Bashin, Executive Director, San Francisco Lighthouse for the Blind. 
Here are a few reflections offered by some of the judges who select the Holman prize winners: 

· “I believe that people who are blind or visually impaired should strive to be the best they can be, and I believe that each blind or visually impaired person has the right and responsibility to define success on his or her own terms.”

· “The art of living with blindness demands absolute creativity; creativity in attaining and maintaining your own independence, creativity in charting a path that encourages others to emulate your example, creativity in ensuring that others value and recognise your individuality and the right to be the whole person you were designed to be.”

· “Losing vision was a hurdle, but it forced me to grow. When I lost my sight I thought I would need to discontinue my work and many of my activities. But instead, overcoming my inability to see taught me self-confidence and encouraged me to explore.”

Upcoming and Ongoing
Midwest Transition Institute for Students Who are DeafBlind
The Minnesota DeafBlind Project will be hosting this regional event at Bethel University in St. Paul on June 23-26, 2019. The theme is: Minnesota…Land of 10,000 Opportunities, Ya Sure You Betcha! This is a great way for students and families to connect and plan for the future. Please e-mail cathy.lyle@metroecsu.org for more information. 
SSB’s Communication Center, Minnesota’s Accessible Reading Source
The Communication Center is here to put your books into accessible formats that work for you. Custom audio, e-text, DAISY markup, human voice—we can do it! Just give us a call 651-539-1422. We also work with school districts to provide Braille for students in K-12 programs. 
PACER News
Pacer Center is an tremendously valuable resource for parents and educators. They offer a variety of workshops and webinars on topics. Some of their upcoming offerings include:
A Recipe for Summer: Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC)
Date: Wednesday, May 15, 2019
Time: 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM
A recipe for success with augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) starts with consistency and opportunity. Join us to learn how to create communication opportunities over the summer using AAC. During this session we will practice modeling on an AAC system and review other tips and tricks to include it in summer routines and activities. This session will be presented by Elizabeth Barry, Assistive Technology Specialist at PACER Center, and Meghan Kunz, Augmentative Communication Consultant with Prentke Romich Company. 
Tech for Girls Club: Become a Coder
Date: Saturday, May 18, 2019
Time: 10:00 AM - 11:30 AM
Join us to learn the basics of coding! Girls will learn about coding language and the step-by-step process of coding. They will apply these new skills by using two coding websites, Scratch and Hour of Code. 
Podcasts  
Check out our latest podcasts:
· The Career Expo Series was just released and the episodes will be growing all month. It’s a series of interviews from successful professionals sharing and explaining what they do and how they do their jobs.
· “Partnering with VR” a blog post by Serina Gilbert https://blindabilities.com/?p=4909 
· “Embarrassing Situations—are they really embarrassing?” blog post by Kelsi Hansen https://blindabilities.com/?p=4906 
Try out the Blind Abilities Skill on your Amazon device just by saying, “Enable Blind Abilities”. Download the Free Blind Abilities App on the App Store or Google Play Store. There is something for everyone.


Fast Forward: Possibilities and Potential – Snapshot of Career Expo Volunteers
[image: C:\Users\skoenig\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\YWDMJYSE\SSB Career Expo 2019 (4) (002).jpg]On April 27, SSB hosted a Career Expo where students met with adults in a variety of jobs and careers. Here is a snapshot of four of the adults who volunteered to be there. 
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Assembly Operator, Minnesota Diversified Industries
After attending college, Matt began working with Dow Chemical where he was trained as an engineering technician. The skills he attained from Dow combined with comprehensive adjustment to blindness training through BLIND Incorporated have helped Matt continue to be a leader within his home, work, and as a part of a local band.

Mohamed Dirshe
Somali Language Interpreter, Language Line Solutions
Mohamed has a BA in Political Science from the University of Utah. He works from home for a company in California, handling a variety of calls, some delicate and others straightforward. He works with government agencies, doctors offices, schools, and even courts. For Mohamed, the job has some great rewards, especially when he can help someone who wouldn’t be able to communicate in important conversations without his services.

Linda Jenkins-Fisher
Human Resource Assistant, Department of Homeland Security/USCIS
Linda has an AAS degree in Human Resources. As a human resources assistant, she assists HR Specialists with recruiting applicants and helping them become employees with United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS). A few of her responsibilities include responding to inquiries related to the federal hiring and recruitment process, providing clerical and technical administrative support, and onboarding new hires.

Kayde Rieken
Official Court Reporter, Hennepin County District Court
Kayde’s job is to keep the record in the courtroom. This basically means she writes down every word that's said, and she also gets to politely scold people for talking too softly or too quickly. She has to be able to write fast and not get tripped up by long words. She gets to meet interesting people and work with cool technology every day. Also, she’s always learning new things because of the variety of court cases she covers.

Tech Tidbit
Voice Dream Scanner was recently released for iPhone and iPad.  This app works as a stand-alone app, or along with Voice Dream Reader.  Voice Dream Scanner takes a picture of text, and instantly reads it aloud.  All processing is done on the device, so no Internet connection is required.  It can also OCR inaccessible PDF files that VoiceOver or other screen readers are unable to read.  Whether scanning paper or PDF files, Scanner can bring text right into Voice Dream Reader to keep documents organized.  SSB highly recommends both Voice Dream Scanner and Voice Dream Reader, both of which are available via the IOS App Store.
If you missed all of the news from this year’s CSUN Assistive Technology conference, Blind Bargains has many audio interviews and product demos available:  
https://blindbargains.com/audio/ 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The May Update for Windows 10 will be arriving later this month with some exciting new features for both blind and low vision users.  The mouse pointer will have many more size and color options.  Both Windows Magnifier and Narrator will also include fixes and new features.  

Building BRIDGEs
[image: ]As students navigate the world of high school and begin thinking about the future, we offer services and resources that provide a foundation for success. Each of the core areas of our BRIDGE framework highlights an essential component that teenagers need in order to succeed after high school: 

· Basic Skills 
· Role Models 
· Initiative
· Discovery
· Goal Setting
· Experiences
In this same framework, we offer resources for parents and educators. 
“On Blindness and the Teaching of Form in Essays” In this essay, we see how Nikki, a senior at the University of North Texas, and her professor Jill Talbot work together to make learning about space and form in essays accessible. Nikki’s curiosity, initiative, and open-mindedness are excellent examples for teaching our students about self-advocacy and problem-solving.

“The Creative Life of Jim Hansel, Acclaimed Painter Who is Legally Blind”   Jim Hansel, acclaimed Minnesota and national artist, advises, “Just keep working your way through it. A lot of it I think is attitude and mindset.”  In the article published by the Mayo Clinic, Jim describes how he paints as someone who is legally blind. 
“The ULTIMATE Resource for Being a Teenager”  “As a teenager, you are on a 10-year heroic journey – just like in the stories and myths. You have to leave the known world of childhood, discover and master the ways of young adulthood, and deal with all the mysteries in-between (“inbetweenity”). It’s a rollercoaster and it naturally requires courage, perseverance and resilience – which build on the journey.
You face three core challenges – forming an identity as a young adult – developing new or more mature relationships with parents, peers and romantic partners – and building a range of young adult competencies. In the process, you learn how to become the author of your life.”
In the article “Stop Asking Kids What They Want to Be When They Grow Up”, Adam Grant describes several problems inherent to the question we so often ask our students. His piece offers an interesting perspective on alternative questions: “what kind of person do you want to be, and what are all the different things you might want to do”.  
“2019 Minnesota Summer Camp Guide”  For those students still looking for some summer activities, check out this guide for some cool options. “Kids can learn how to program robots, play chess, speak Chinese or dance hip-hop style, among other enrichment options.”

Looking Ahead in High School 
Thinking about what comes after high school is an important skill. The links below offer steps to take to prepare and plan for life after graduation. You can find the timelines below on SSB’s “For Teens,” “school, job, and life skills” tab. 
Freshman Timeline
Sophomore Timeline 
Junior Timeline 
Senior Timeline 
Ideas?
We are always looking for ideas you’d like to see featured in this newsletter. Please email Sheila.Koenig@state.mn.us with any suggestions or brainstorms.  
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