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The Spectacle
-Dare to stand out
March 2018
Just for Fun 
A palindrome is a word, phrase or sentence that reads the same way right to left as left to right. 
Examples of palindrome words include radar, kayak, and Hannah.  
“Rats live on no evil star,” is a classic example of a palindrome sentence. 
A colleague was recently talking about Braille palindromes. Here is her example:
“still, just have character”
In contracted Braille, characters in the left half of this sentence are the mirror image of those in the right. 
What Braille palindromes can you create? Feel free to email responses to sheila.koenig@state.mn.us 

Upcoming and ongoing
Career Connections 
Are you a high school or college student considering a career in engineering, manufacturing, or technology?  Join our Career Connections class on March 27 from 6 to 8 p.m. to hear from adults with a vision loss and employers who are working in these areas.
Career Connections will be held at State Services for the Blind at 2200 University Avenue West. Participants can also join by phone. 
Please email Sheila.Koenig@state.mn.us to register or with questions. There is no cost for this program. 
2018 Career Connections dates and topics: 
Tuesday, March 27: Engineering, manufacturing, and technology
Tuesday, April 17:  (rescheduled) Human services

College 101
If you are a high school student thinking about going to college, we invite you to attend our “College 101” workshop on Saturday, March 24 at Minnesota State College Southeast – Winona in the Mississippi Room from 10 a.m. until noon. Learn about disability resource centers and hear from college students with a vision loss as they talk about what college life and study is like.  
There is no fee for this program. We ask that you email Tou.yang@state.mn.us to register. 
Blind & Socially Savvy
“Blind & Socially Savvy” is a training offered through the International School of Protocol. It focuses on training students with a vision loss in “soft skills” like professional image, nonverbal communication, networking, and employer expectations. Often people learn such soft skills by observing others, but people who are blind or low vision do not have visual access to learning these skills.  “Blind & Socially Savvy” weaves the principals and strategies used in International School of Protocol workshops for corporate executives, government officials, and professional athletes into workshops designed specifically for students with a vision loss. 
We are excited to announce several upcoming “Blind & Socially Savvy” activities!
April 13-15 students who have participated in Savvy 1 are invited to attend Savvy EQ, where they will learn about self-awareness, self-regulation, and awareness of others. 
August 5-10 “Blind & Socially Savvy” will be offered for new participants. Ideal students for this program are ages 14-21. This program will be hosted by the Duluth Center for Vision Loss. 
Email sheila.koenig@state.mn.us with questions or to register. There is no fee for these programs. Space is limited to 12 students for the August training. 
Summer Opportunities
We know that summer is a time for much activity and adventure.  At the end of this newsletter is a list of various opportunities available to students during the summer of 2018. 
PACER Partnership
Families of SSB customers (or young adult SSB customers themselves) can receive information and support about special education, transition planning, and related topics by calling PACER’s main number: 800-537-2237. Depending on the question, they will be routed to an appropriate PACER special education or transition advocate. If they have a question related to assistive technology, they will be routed to the Simon Technology Center. PACER has staff who speak English, Spanish, Somali, and Hmong. Families will be notified of upcoming specialized workshops once they are scheduled. Additionally, PACER will be seeking feedback from families through listening sessions and a survey. 
You can learn more about PACER and sign up for their news and events at http://www.pacer.org/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI3fWkl8qW2AIVQ7bACh10cAFPEAAYASAAEgI2dfD_BwE 
SSB’s Communication Center, Minnesota’s Accessible Reading Source
The Communication Center is here to put your books into accessible formats that work for you. Custom audio, e-text, DAISY markup, human voice—we can do it! Just give us a call 651-539-1422. 
Podcasts  
Whether you're looking for an inspirational story, or help with a specific app, you're likely to find it on blindabilities.com.  Recent offerings include:
· Physics major Jamie Principato talks about inclusion within STEM programs.
· Brian Powers shares his story of growing from a bullied child, to a successful sax player in the music industry.
· Monique Wollan, a world-traveler who now works at an insurance firm, shares her story in a podcast called “I am a Set of Abilities, not a Disability.”
· Blog posts from Lucy and Jessica offer practical tips on shopping, saving money, cooking, travel, and more.
· Two more installments in iPhone 101 give practical help.
· Finally, a new series, the TVI Toolbox, brings together students, teachers, and counselors. The first two installments of the TVI Toolbox are now available.

Fast Forward: Possibilities and Potential
John Lee Clark
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Editor’s note: John Lee Clark is a dynamic and talented author and teacher. We asked him about his jobs, hobbies, and advice for students. Here is what he has to say:
Describe your current job as well as any previous jobs you’d like to highlight.
I’m an independent contractor and do a lot of teaching, primarily Braille and Protactile. I started out as an editor and publisher, but since I’m a writer myself, I found it hard to write my own things while helping others with their books. Also, both writing and editing are lonely enterprises. So it’s great to work with people when I teach or do consulting, it’s a good counterbalance to my writing life. I’ve published four books so far, the latest one of which is a collection of essays, “Where I Stand: On the Signing Community and My DeafBlind Experience” (Handtype Press, 2014). 
What techniques and adaptations do you use as someone who is DeafBlind to do your job?
Other than occasionally taking three deep breaths? Chocolate. It’s a must! And it’s very helpful to have the ability to develop relationships and build trust. That means communication. Braille, computer technology, Protactile sign language—these are part of communication. It is also important to know what your work space should be. Don’t take existing spaces for granted. You can change things around to make yourself more comfortable and work more effectively. I’m also mindful of how much energy needs to go into dealing with some challenging things, like transportation or traveling through some areas. You want to give yourself what I call “margin of error”—it’s giving yourself enough time, or any shortcuts you need go about your work in a sustainable, rewarding way.
What advice do you have for students in order to be successful in jobs and life after high school?
I think that you should define what “success” is.  There are very traditional ideas out there about what that means, but you may end up disappointed if you simply follow those expectations.  You need to probe deep into yourself and decide what it means to have a good life.  That way, you can go out there with some terms of your own.  You will not have everything go your way, there are terms others will have for you, but it’s a whole lot better if you did have some terms of your own and you can negotiate and gain real satisfaction.
Tech Tidbit
The iPhone app Seeing AI has added a few additional modes like currency and color recognition, and the start of handwriting recognition.  
The free Be My eyes app now supports technology support options through Microsoft’s Disability Answer Desk.  Blind and visually impaired users can get help directly from Microsoft using Be My Eyes for windows accessibility questions.  
https://blogs.msdn.microsoft.com/accessibility/2018/02/21/microsoft-joins-be-my-eyes-app/ 

The AIRA Employment Program is a new service that provides blind and low vision users with the AIRA glasses and service throughout the job search process.  More specifics and requirements can be found here:  
https://medium.com/aira-io/announcing-the-aira-employment-program-5a549a09732a 

If people need a break from school and work, there is a pretty cool, screen reader accessible role playing game for PC called A Hero’s Call:  
https://outofsightgames.com/a-heros-call/ 


Building BRIDGEs
[image: ]As students navigate the world of high school and begin thinking about the future, we offer services and resources that provide a foundation for success. Each of the core areas of our BRIDGE framework highlights an essential component that teenagers need in order to succeed after high school: 

· Basic Skills 
· Role Models 
· Initiative
· Discovery
· Goal Setting
· Experiences
In this same framework, we offer resources for parents and educators. 
”Paths to Literacy”  Literacy is a critical skill needed by our students in order to be successful in school and life. In “Paths to Literacy,” you can explore resources in literacy by category. Some categories include “English Language Learners,” “DeafBlind,” and “General Literacy.”   Click on a category and explore a number of articles, resources, and blog posts. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Daniel Bernstrom was featured in the January 2018 issue of “The Spectacle.”  He is a Learning Resource Center Coordinator, Chief Diversity Officer, and adjunct English instructor at Minnesota State College-Southeast. Listen to his interview with Blind Abilities at https://blindabilities.com/bapresents/author-daniel-bernstrom-is-not-losing-sight-of-the-realities-of-his-vision-loss/ 

“The surprising thing Google learned about its employees—and what it means for today’s students”   
The conventional wisdom about 21st century skills holds that students need to master the STEM subjects — science, technology, engineering and math — and learn to code as well because that’s where the jobs are. It turns out that is a gross simplification of what students need to know and be able to do, and some proof for that comes from a surprising source: Google.
Travel is one hobby that many people enjoy, including people who are blind, low vision, or DeafBlind. “Traveling with success on land, at sea, and in the air” links you to 3 articles by seasoned travelers who have a combined vision and hearing loss. It appeared in the Spring 2017 newsletter of HKNC.
We all work with students to set goals and make plans. “Living in the Now: setting intentions vs. goals” offers an interesting approach to becoming the person you want to be. It explains the difference between goals and intentions, and it offers suggestions on how to use intentions regularly for self-growth. 

2018 Summer Opportunities for Teens
Learning skills related to blindness, low vision, and DeafBlindness
The programs listed below are of varying lengths during the summer. They offer training in independent living and job readiness skills. The program descriptions that follow are taken from each organization’s website. If you’d like to pursue any of these opportunities, please speak with your SSB counselor:
BLIND Incorporated (Blindness: Learning in New Dimensions) offers an 8-week Post-secondary, Readiness, Empowerment Program (PREP) designed to prepare students for academic, employment, and social success.  The PREP curriculum is designed to empower blind youth with the alternative techniques of blindness they will need to be successful in the college and the career fields they choose, and to give them the confidence and belief in themselves they need to find and keep a job. Additionally there are three one-week summer programs focusing on independent living, post-secondary success, and navigating the world of work.   
Career Ventures, Inc. offers resources in: Job Seeking Skills training, Volunteer opportunities, Paid-work experiences, Job Shadows, Internships (on a case by case basis), Job Placement, and Job Coaching. Contact Wendy DeVore at wdevore@careerventuresinc.com for more information.
Courage Kenny SHARE Program is a resource that provides people of all ages and abilities the opportunity to achieve physical and emotional fitness - and just have some fun. SHARE is a service of Courage Kenny Rehabilitation Institute, part of Allina Health, but our list of services includes those offered by other organizations. It's a one-stop shop for activity listings and registration details in Minnesota and western Wisconsin. 
Duluth Center for Vision Loss offers summer camps designed to sharpen skills needed for success, including Workforce Readiness, College Readiness, Self-advocacy, Mobility, Technology, Independent living, and much more. Students will learn core workforce readiness and adjustment to blindness skills.  They will also be given the opportunity to socialize with peers from across the state and to participate in a wide array of recreational activities. The Lighthouse Transition Program is built on the understanding that “now is the time” that youth need to be developing certain core skills that are essential for their future 
Helen Keller National Center offers programs to students who are DeafBlind which enable each person who is deaf-blind to live and work in his or her community of choice. HKNC offers individualized evaluation and training which will assist students in achieving their own definition of success. The emphasis for the student in the program is to participate in learning opportunities which will lead to successful employment and a full, enriched and independent life in the community. The philosophy of the Center is one of self-determination for all.
Minnesota State Academy for the Blind (MSAB) offers Summer School programming for elementary, Middle school and high school age students.  Elementary School programs focus on elementary level academics as well as individual goals identified in student IEP’s. Middle and High school students will participate in activities encompassing the three areas of transition (postsecondary, employment, and independent living). 
National Federation of the Blind offers of variety of local and national opportunities. The NFB BELL Academy is designed to provide intensive Braille instruction to blind and low-vision children during the summer months. EQ is a week-long learning opportunity that gets blind students excited about STEM by offering hands-on learning experiences. Visit www.nfb.org and www.nfbmn.org for more information. 
Stone Arch Employment Solutions, Inc.
Email Cori Giles at cori.giles@comcast.net for information.
Summer Transition Program (STP) provides experiences to address the specific transition needs of students who are Blind, Visually impaired or DeafBlind.
STP complements each student’s core curriculum at their local school by providing individualized opportunities in the three transition areas identified in their Individualized Education Program (IEP). These unique transition activities, as part of the Expanded Core Curriculum, give each student the opportunity to increase independence in their school, home, community and work environments. Dates for 2018 are June 13-25. 
Email Julie Kochevar at julie.kochevar@ahschools.us for information.

The table below details a list of available internships for high school and college students.
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK6][bookmark: _GoBack]Organization
	Name of Program
	 Eligibility
	Location
	Duration
	Deadline

	City of MPLS
	Step UP
	14-21, live in MPLS, not in college
	MPLS
	June - Aug
	Saturday, February 17, 2018

	
	PEACE
	16-21, live in MPLS, in alternative HS
	
	June - Aug
	

	
	Urban Scholars
	College sophemore or higher, MPLS
	
	May - Aug
	

	MPLS Park & Rec
	Summer Internships
	College Student
	
	May - Aug
	

	City of STP
	Right Track - YJ01
	14-21, live in STP, barriers to work
	Saint Paul
	June - Aug
	

	
	Right Track - YJ02
	At least 16, live in STP, barriers to work
	
	June - Aug
	

	
	City of STP - EMS Academy
	18-24, with barriers
	
	10-14 weeks
	

	Gillette Children's Specialty Healthcare
	Student Summer Volunteers
	16-17, 3 hours per week
	
	8 weeks, June-August
	Saturday, March 10, 2018

	City of BC/BP
	Brook Lync
	14-21, live or school  in either BC or BP
	Brooklyn Center / Park
	June - Aug
	

	Genesys Works 
	Genesys Works 
	HS Junior ongoing Senior ONLY
	Metro & Greater Metro
	Aug 17 - Aug 18
	

	MN State
	UPLIFT
	18+, HS Diploma/GED
	
	6 months, then potential hire
	None

	
	Office of Gov. Dayton Lt. Smith
	
	Saint Paul
	
	

	
	DLI - Youth Skills Training @DLI
	16+
	
	
	Friday, May 04, 2018

	
	DOT - Phoenix
	Has diploma or GED, college student
	STATEWIDE - Varies
	
	

	
	DOT - SEEDS
	College student, at least 2nd year
	Saint Paul
	
	

	US Dept. of Labor
	Job Corps 
	16-24, economic disadvantage
	
	Up to 3 years
	

	3M
	3M STEP
	11-12 grade in district 625, >2.0 GPA
	
	June - Aug
	December

	Hennepin County
	Hennepin Pathways Programs
	18+, GED, some exp
	Hennepin County
	
	

	Ramsey County
	U LEAD
	14-24, suburban Ramsey
	Ramsey County
	June - Aug
	Sunday, April 01, 2018

	Tree Trust
	Tree Trust
	
	Suburban Hennepin
	
	

	Wilderness Inquiry
	Outdoor Career Academy
	
	West Metro
	
	

	Serve Minnesota | AmeriCorps
	Conservation Corps - Youth
	15-18
	Statewide, varies per AmeriCorp Program
	1 year, Sept-Aug
	

	
	Conservation Corps - AmeriCorps
	18-25
	
	
	

	
	Minnesota Alliance with Youth
	College Grads preferred
	
	
	

	
	CTEP
	College Grads preferred
	
	
	

	
	Reading / Math Corps
	College Grads preferred
	
	
	

	HECUA
	HECUA
	College Student, work for credit
	Metro & Greater Metro
	Per semester
	

	the Brandlab
	the BrandLab
	16+, HS or College, with barriers
	
	
	

	INROADS
	College Interns
	Student of color preferred, college intern 2nd year +
	
	1 year, up to three
	Saturday, March 31, 2018

	St Paul Neighborhood Network
	SPNN Youth Intern Program
	
	Saint Paul
	
	

	MN Historical Society
	MNHS  - HS Internships
	
	
	
	

	
	MNHS - College Internships
	
	
	
	

	MIA
	MIA - Teens Program
	
	Minneapolis
	
	

	Youth Farm
	Youth Farm
	
	
	
	Saturday, March 31, 2018




Looking Ahead in High School 
Thinking about what comes after high school is an important skill. The links below offer steps to take to prepare and plan for life after graduation. 
Freshman
Sophomore
Junior
Senior
Ideas?
We are always looking for ideas you’d like to see featured in this newsletter. Please email Sheila.Koenig@state.mn.us with any suggestions or brainstorms.  
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