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Small Cities Development Program (SCDP)
2020 Application


Application Deadline

Friday, February 28, 2020 4:30 PM



One original and one copy of the application must be received by DEED on or before 4:30 pm, Friday February 28th 2020.  
Faxed or e-mailed applications will not be accepted.

[bookmark: _Toc451521116]Small Cities Development Program (SCDP) guidance must be downloaded from the DEED website (https://mn.gov/deed/government/financial-assistance/community-funding/small-cities.jsp).  This application packet is only for a Public Facility - Streetscape Rehabilitation Proposal. Other eligible program component applications are available on the same website. 
Communities with preliminary proposals deemed ‘competitive’ or ‘marginally competitive’ will be asked to submit an application.  Communities choosing to submit an application must submit one original and one copy, including necessary attachments, to Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development, 1st National Bank Building, 332 Minnesota Street, Suite E200, St. Paul, MN  55101-1351, 	Attn. Community Finance Division, SCDP.


Streetscape 
(public facility category)
Grant notes
· Funds are used for eligible items that includes, decorative streetlights, garbage cans, signage, trees, benches, ADA sidewalks/bump outs, and monuments 
· Streetscapes are considered public facility projects - $600,000 is the max request for public facility projects for one community
· The streetscape activity must be a part of a renewal plan adopted by the city 
· Can be newly created or reference as part of the city’s comprehensive plan
· Attach the plan, show evidence of the plan being adopted by the city, and a rendering of streetscape elements (include maps, photos, and relevant supporting documentation)
· Federal objective must be met
Federal Objective
The federal objective used for streetscape projects is to benefit low and moderate income people on an area basis (LMA), or to prevent/eliminate slum and blight conditions.  A low and moderate income (LMI) person resides in households with household incomes that are up to 80% of county median income.  The federal objective can be met through the U.S. Census data, or by establishing a slum and blighted area and meet the Minnesota HRA statute definition of ‘blighted area’. 

U.S. Census data methodology and Survey
· The census determination can only-be used for project when the benefiting area is city-wide
· The federal objective is met if census data shows that 51% or more of the people in the community are LMI
· A community survey must be conducted if city LMI is not at least 51%
Resources: community census data and a community survey sample is available on the DEED website. 

Slum and blight
· Must meet definition of ‘blighted area’ per Minnesota HRA statute definition (469.002, subdivision 11)
· Slum and blight area designated through council resolution (resolution template available on DEED website)
· Slum and blight area must be designated with clear bounding areas

· Attachments – attach all of the items listed below to the application.	
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Provide an overall application budget sheet, this can be found on the SCDP website
· Grantee summary information sheet – available on SCDP website
· City/County resolution – must indicate and provide the authority to apply for funding.  A sample resolution is available on the DEED SCDP website.
· Citizen Participation Plan – the community must adopt the plan, a sample form is available on the DEED SCDP website. 
· Public hearing minutes - a public hearing must be held to obtain citizen input on community develop needs and the proposed activities in the application.  The following must be reviewed and/or discussed at the public hearing:
· Citizen input on identifying community development and housing needs of the community; including the needs of very low and low income persons.  
· Proposed SCDP activities within the application and the benefiting location(s)
· Overall costs and project financing 
· Implementation schedule
· Past performance of staff proposed to carry out the project
· Compliance with historic requirements.  Include whether or not there are or may be historic or potential historic buildings in the project area and how the community intends to address compliance with federal regulations governing historic properties
· Conflict of Interest Disclosure Form - Mayors/County Board Chairs must disclose any conflicts, perceived conflicts, or potential conflicts of interest.
· Those with a conflict of interest or potential conflict of interest must recuse themselves from voting on the local government resolution to apply for funding and all other actions related to the grant. 
· Timeline – a timeline that includes projected date of environmental clearance, project bid and award dates, and date of grant closeout, SCDP grants have a 30 month period of performance
· Cooperative agreements – If two or more cities are applying together a local government resolution identifying the secondary community and roles and responsibilities must be submitted.  Sample fillable resolutions are available on the SCDP website. 
· Slum and blight resolution & map – A resolution is required if applying for federal objective through slum and blight designation, a template resolution language is available on the SCDP website.  A map that includes; the boundaries, building inventory, number of standard, substandard, and dilapidated buildings. The Minnesota HRA statute definition of “blighted area” is (469.002, subdivision 11).

· Scoring - applications will be evaluated and awarded up 240 total points, 30 points for demographic make-up of community and 210 points in each of the available categories (housing, public facilities, and comprehensive projects). 
· Demographic points (30) - points will be assigned by best available statistics from the Minnesota State Demographer and are based on: 
· Number of residents at or below the poverty level in the jurisdiction 
· Percentage of residents at or below the poverty level in the jurisdiction 
· Per capita assessed valuation of the area, points are awarded in inverse relationship to applicant’s per capita assessed valuation
· Public Facilities Project Evaluation- a project that includes one or more activities designed to acquire, construct, reconstruct, or install buildings or infrastructures which serve a neighborhood area or community such as wastewater treatment plants, lines, and towers.
· Project Need – 90 Points: The public facilities category competition shall be based on evaluation of the extent to which the proposed activities are necessary to improve provision of public services to low and moderate income persons or to eliminate an urgent threat to public health or safety.
· Project Impact – Up to 90 of the points available in the housing category competition shall be awarded by the division based on evaluation of the extent to which the proposed activities will eliminate deficiencies in the housing stock serving low and moderate income persons.
· Cost Effectiveness – Up to 30 of the points available in the housing category competition shall be awarded by the division based on:
· evaluation of the extent to which the proposed activities will make cost effective use of grant funds including coordination with and use of funds from other public and private sources
· evidence that the cost of the proposed activities per benefiting household is reasonable.



Project Description:Provide a short description of project; include need and issues 


Proposed budget and source of funding table
If this is a comprehensive project, include budget for other SCDP projects into the yellow cells, add more if needed
	Budget Item/Activity
	# of Units
	SCDP Cost per Unit
	Total SCDP
	Program Income 
(if applicable)
	Total Leveraged Sources
	Source of Leveraged Funds 
(use “c” after source if committed)
	Total Costs
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	Total SCDP proposal
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	If SCDP is the only source of funding, describe why other funds are not available to assist with the project. 

	




Community questions: 
	City/Project Area:
	city-wide |_|
specific area  within the city |_|
city and residents outside of city |_|

	Was the federal objective met through U.S. Census data or a slum and blight?
	

	According to the U.S. Census, is the LMI for the community at least 51%  
	Y/N
Identify LMI percentage

	According to the community survey was the LMI for the community at least 51%
(attach copy of survey)
	Y/N
Identify LMI percentage

	Provide the U.S. Census county and tract code of the proposed project.  
http://www.ffiec.gov/Geocode/default.aspx

	U.S. Census 3-digit county code  
	__  __  __

	Tract code (XXXX.XX)
	__ __ __ __ . __ __

	Have cost estimates considered Davis-Bacon wage rates and implementation costs?
	|_|Yes |_| No

	Is the streetscape part of a street resurfacing or street reconstruction project?
	|_|Yes |_| No

	If so, is another agency (such as MNDOT) requiring streetscape elements as part of the street project?
	|_|Yes |_| No

	Is MNDOT funding part of this project?
If yes, attach the MNDOT timeline.
	|_|Yes |_| No

	Do plans conform to any necessary ADA standards?	
	|_|Yes |_| No

	How will the maintenance costs of the streetscape be financed?


	Will property owners be assessed for any local portion of the streetscape project?  
DEED funds cannot be assessed.  
	|_|Yes |_| No

	How many property owners will be assessed?
	

	Provide an estimate of the average assessment for an impacted property owner
	

	Please provide a list of items that you plan to fund with a SCDP grant: 






Description of project need 


Description of community impact


Description of cost effectiveness of project



Application Signatures

By signing below, the individuals understand the activities contained in the application, the identified target areas, and required policies and procedures, will be expected to be followed if approved for grant funding. 


Signature of authorized official: 

_________________________________________

Signature of partnering community authorized official: 

_________________________________________


Signature of partnering community authorized official: 

_________________________________________


Signature of executive officer of the administrative agency (if applicable)

 ______________________________________________________






















Feedback

Please provide any comments or suggestions on the application process.  This is voluntary and has no bearing on the selection of your application and will be used by SCDP staff to develop a better application process for our customers. 

· What do you like or dislike about the preliminary proposal and application format? 


· Were the time frames to complete the application adequate? 


· Were any questions irrelevant or repetitive?


· Should we have asked for other information?  


· Other comments/concerns
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Community Name (City/Project): ______________________
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