

Small Cities Development Program (SCDP) 2026 Preliminary Proposal
Streetscape Proposal
Submission Deadline
Applicants must submit one original and one copy of the Preliminary Proposal to the Department of Employment and Economic Development (DEED) on or before 4:00 pm, Wednesday, November 26, 2025.
Faxed or emailed applications will not be accepted.
Instructions
Applicants must review the Small Cities Development Program (SCDP) Application Guide from the SCDP Website (https://mn.gov/deed/government/financial-assistance/community-funding/small-cities.jsp).
This preliminary proposal is only for a Streetscape Proposal. Other preliminary proposals are located on the SCDP Website.
REMOVE THE BRACKETS AND THE TEXT INSIDE THEM BEFORE ENTERING YOUR RESPONSE.
Funds are used for eligible items that improve the physical environment along a street. Eligible items include public benches, trash/recycling receptacles, bike racks, trees, streetlights, community signage,  American with Disabilities Act (ADA) curb ramps, replacement of sidewalks in poor/hazardous condition, bump outs, and public monuments or art.
Ineligible items include work within parking lots, street rehabilitation work (including repaving) or curbs/gutters, replacement of driveways impacted by street rehabilitation or streetscape work, and maintenance work (i.e., filling minor cracks, replacing streetlight bulbs).
Construction of previously non-existent sidewalks is ineligible unless the new sidewalk will connect walking paths and/or community amenities. Contact the SCDP Representative to discuss this item.
Streetscapes are considered public facility projects – $600,000 is the max request for public facility projects for one community.
The streetscape activity must be a part of a renewal plan adopted by the city, be newly created or referenced as part of the City’s Comprehensive Plan.
· Attach the plan, evidence that the plan has been or will be adopted by the city, and a rendering of streetscape elements (include maps, photos, any relevant supporting documentation).
The national objective for a streetscape project is to benefit low-and-moderate (LMI) income people on an area basis (LMA), or to prevent/eliminate slum and blight conditions.
· The LMA national objective can be met through the U.S. Census data or Community Income Survey. 
· The U.S. Census determination can only be used for a project when the benefit area is citywide and census data shows 51% or more of the people in the community are LMI.
· A Community Income Survey must be conducted if city’s LMI is not at least 51% or the project will only benefit a specific area of the city. The Community Income Survey must show the project area is at least 51% LMI.
· The prevent/eliminate slum and blight conditions federal national objective can be met by establishing a slum and blighted area for the project area that meets the Minnesota Statutes definition of ‘blighted area’ (469.002, subdivision 11).
· The slum and blight area is designated through council resolution (resolution template available on SCDP website). The designated area must have clear boundaries and clearly establish the project contains blighted public improvements.
· The adoption of a slum and blight resolution is only required during full application but applicants should determine the proposed area for the preliminary proposal. 


Streetscape Preliminary Proposal
Applicant Name: [Enter response]
Project Description:
Provide a brief description of the activity:
[Enter response]
If SCDP is the only source of funding, describe why other funds are not available to assist with the funding.
[Enter response]
Community questions
· What is the project area:
[Enter response – City-wide or Specific area within the city or City and residents outside of city]
Need
Complete one of the following options listed below to establish how the project will meet a national objective. Those that do not apply enter N/A.
U.S. Census Data
· Identify percentage LMI per census: [Enter response]
· Provide the U.S. Census county and tract code of the proposed project. (http://www.ffiec.gov/Geocode/default.aspx)
U.S. Census 3-digit county code: [Enter response]
Tract code (XXXX.XX): [Enter response]
Community Income Survey

· Attach copies of the surveys and provide spreadsheet tabulation from the SCDP website. 
· Identify the LMI percentage from the community income survey: [Enter response]
· Describe how and when the surveys were conducted (door to door, mailed forms, online or other methods): [Enter response]

Slum and Blight Designated Area

· List the percentage of blighted buildings/qualified properties and briefly note the condition of the public improvements in proposed slum and blight designated area: [Enter response]
· Provide the boundaries of the proposed slum and blight designated area: [Enter response]
Have project cost estimates considered Davis-Bacon wage rates and Build America, Buy America implementation costs?
[bookmark: _Hlk209282089][Enter response – Yes/No]

Impact
Would the streetscape work be part of a street resurfacing or street reconstruction project?
[Enter response – Yes/No]
If yes, is another agency (such as MNDOT) mandating streetscape elements as part of the street project?
[Enter response – Yes/No/N/A]
Is MNDOT funding part of this project?
[Enter response – Yes/No. If If yes, attach MNDOT timeline. Describe other source of funding (federal or state)]
Do plans conform to any necessary ADA standards?
[Enter response – Yes/No/N/A]
Cost Effectiveness
How will the maintenance costs of the streetscape be financed?
[Enter response]
· Will property owners be assessed for any local portion of the streetscape project?
[Enter response – Yes/No]
· If yes, how many property owners will be assessed?
[Enter response]
· Provide an estimate of the average assessment for an impact property owner:
[Enter response]

Project timeline for project completion
Enter the information as applicable below. All dates should be entered with the month and year each line is proposed to be completed. 
· Date all engineering work completed: [Enter response]
· All necessary permits obtained: [Enter response]
· Completion of SCDP Environmental Review: [Enter response]
· Bid process conducted: [Enter response]
· Award construction contract: [Enter response]
· Facility operational: [Enter response]
· All construction (including turf restoration) complete: [Enter response]
Cost itemization
Please provide a detailed list of proposed Streetscape items by Unit and Quantity, the corresponding Total Unit Cost estimate, and funding source of each item included in the streetscape project (add additional lines as necessary):
	Unit and Quantity
	Total Unit Cost
	Funding Source
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