Minnesota Statewide Independent Living
January 8, 2026
Minutes

The Minnesota Statewide Independent Living Council (MNSILC) met  om Thursday, January 8, 2026.  Those attending in person at the Minnesota State Services for the Blind, 2200 University Ave West, St Paul, MN or virtually by Zoom.   Acting chair Linda Lingen called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. with a quorum of members present.  She reviewed the council members meeting expectations.

PRESENT:  April Smith, Bethany Schwerr, Brian Valentini, Deborah Gleason, Jacob Knaffla, Kelly Lemke, Linda Lingen, Rand Stenhjem

ABSENT:  Dr. Morris Thompson      EXCUSED:  Stephen Larson          STAFF PRESENT:  Jo Erbes

EX OFFICIO PRESENT:  Amy McCellan, Meghan Hanson

GUESTS:  Robyn Block, Monique Doward, KiloMarie Granda, Joe Dailey, Angie Bosch, Larry Lura

Election of Officers: Chair, Vice-chair, Parliamentarian:  The council reviewed the role of the chair. Deborah Gleason made a motion to appoint Linda Lingen as interim chair.  Rand Stenhjem seconded the motion.  The motion carries by roll call vote.  

Bethany Schwerr made a motion to table the election of the other officers until the next meeting.  Rand Stenhjem seconded the motion.  The motion is carried by voice vote.  

Approve Agenda – There was an addition to the agenda to have Linda Linge, Bethany Scherr and Monique Doward give a report about the APRIL conference.   Deborah Gleason approved the agenda as amended.  Kelly Lemke seconded the motion.  The motion is carried.

Approve Minutes for November 13, 2025 – April Smith made the motion to approve the minutes for the November 13, 2025 meeting as presented.  Kelly Lemke seconded the motion.  The motion is carried by voice vote.

Recognize Retiring Council Members – The council recognized Jenn Clement and Jacob Schuller for their service on the council as their terms expire.

MCD – no update

SSB Update – waiting to see what happens with funding 

SRC – G Update – April Smith has not heard from the Governor’s office about her appointment to the SRC – G.  Deborah Gleason  reported that the SRC - G is working on developing a strong outreach program.  The annual report has been released.  They are trying to educate employers about how easy it is to employ people with disabilities at more than entry level positions.

MN Council on Disability, Dr. Joel Runnels, Legislative Affairs Director -MCD gathered more surveys than in previous years. There were 800 responses gathered.   The purpose of the survey was to highlight what matters most to people with disabilities. MCD offers table sharing space at the state fair and other events.  Dr. Runnels shared the 2026 legislative agenda.  The MCD legislative forum is February 4th.  His email address is:  Joel.Runnels@state.mn.us

Workforce Development Council - Deborah  Gleason has been appointed to the Workforce Development Council (GWDC).  The GWDC promotes accessibility.  There are  56 members  and everything is pending final approval from the Governor.

Up Date on Request for Proposal – Study- Anne Paulson returned to work at DEED.  The RPF has been moved back to Anne.  DEED is hoping to finish the RFP soon.

Public Comment – Concerns about 14C employment was discussed.  The council suggested the Advocacy Committee develop a recommendation about whether MNSILC should take a position on the issue.  A council member expressed concern about comments made by  an individual at her housing unit.

SRC – B Update – Kelly Lemke reported that the meeting dates have changed to the second Thursday of every other month.  There was discussion about deaf blind etiquette and the possibility of special education and VR services moving to another agency.

DEED/VRS  Update – Meghan Hanson reported on the MN Paid Medical Leave Bill.  She also reported there must be a 30-minute break after 6 hours of work. 

MN STAR Update -  KiloMarie Granda is a member of the STAR Council.  They have not met for several months.

Review/Approve the 2024-2025 PPR – The PPR was not ready to review.  A meeting was scheduled for January 22 at 1:00 p.m. to review the PPR

Committee Reports –
Advocacy – The Committee has prepared a survey of consumers about their experiences with dental services.  They are talking about developing position papers.  
Executive – Developed the agenda for the January meeting.
Finance – Rand Stenhjem reported that Part B contracts for the CILs have been signed.  MNSILC can post the intern position.  The Finance Committee needs to know how much is available for the RFP and then how much is left from the carry forward.  
Outreach – MNSILC is trying to involve youth on the council.  The committee created a list of questions for the 18 to 25 community to see what they are interested in and created questions for the CILs to reach out to youth. This in one of the priorities in 2026 .

Review APRIL conference - Linda Lingen, Bethany Schwerr, and Monique Doward attended the APRIL conference in Portland, Ore.  They noted the conference was made as accessible as possible.   One of the sessions attended encouraged the use of all social media platforms Facebook, Instagram, You Tube and Tik Tok.  There were several sessions about emergency preparedness.  All APRIL sessions are available on line.  The goal of APRIL is to serve everyone, regardless of immigration status.  

Next Meeting:  Marsh 12, 2026 from 9:00 to 2:30.  In person meeting will be at State Services for the Blind and virtually by Zoom.

Adjourn – At 1:35 p.m. April Smith made a motion to adjourn.  Amy McClellan seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned.  

Submitted by Linda Lingen, Secretary

Recorded by Jo Erbes
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