Minnesota Statewide Independent Living Council
November 13,2025
Minutes      
 
The Minnesota Statewide Independent Living Council (MNSILC) met on Thursday November 13, 2025.  Two people were in person at State Services for the Blind, 2200 University Ave West, St Paul, MN.  Most of the members attended using Zoom.  Robyn Block, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 9:05 with a quorum present.  She reviewed meeting expectations.

Members Present:  April Smith, Bethany Schwerr, Brian Valentini, Jacob Knaffla, Jennifer Clement, Joe Dailey, Kelly Lemke, KiloMarie Granda, Linda Lingen, Monique Doward, Morris Thompson, Rand Stenhjem, Robyn Block.

Members Absent:  Stephen Larson						Members Excused:  Jacob Schuller, Deborha Gleason

Ex Officio Members Present:  Meghan Hanson                   			Ex Officio Member Absent:  Michele Severson, Amy McClellan,

Guests:  Bonnie Danberry, SMILES; Angie Bosch, Freedom Resource Center; Nico Bauer, Mn Dept of Human Rights

Approve Agenda:  There were three additions to the agenda.  1. Report of APRIL Conference from Monique Doward, Linda Lingen, Bethany Schwerr; 2. select a volunteer for the SRC – G to replace Deborah Gleason and 3.  Receive an update on the STAR program by KiloMarie Granda.  Joe Dailey made a motion to approve the meeting agenda with additions.  Linda Lingen seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 

Approve Minutes - September   11, 2025 Joe Dailey made a motion to approve the meeting minutes for September 11, 2025.  KiloMarie Granda seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously by voice vote.

MCD Update – No report

SSB Update – Amy McClellan shared an overview of the services provided by SSB in 2024-2025. 

SRC – G Update – Deborah Gleason provided a written update.  Rehabilitation Services is providing services through the governmental shut down.  Minnesota Rehab Services are still serving Tier 1 only. There are concerns about further action that may be required. The continuing resolution does look promising. However, each department must be in line for short-term funding approval.  Deborah Gleason will be leaving the MNSILC position on the SRC -G and going to the Governor’s Workforce Development Council. April Smith volunteered. Jake Knaffla  made a motion to approve April Smith as the MNSILC representative on the SRC – G.  Monique Doward seconded the motion.  The motion was carried by voice vote.  

SRC – B Update - Kelly Lemke reported there are new vacancies on the SRC -B.  There are a couple policy changes. The first was the work authorization policy, the second was the off-campus housing policy. We had an extra meeting, to discuss the annual report, combined state plan, and the customer satisfaction and goals and priorities committee report.

DEED/VRS Update - We've kind of been in a holding pattern on a lot of things due to the federal shutdown. 80% of our budget is federally funded.  The state VR program had enough carryover funds from our federal funding from last year to continue operating during the current shutdown and we can use state funds.  Independent living (IL) is primarily federally funding.  Extended Employment (EE) is entirely state funded.  To date, we have not had to make any changes in how we're operating.  Management has consistently kept staff informed about where we're at. We should be able to continue moving forward.

Report on the RFP – The RPF now in final review.  Brad is hoping to get it back next week and then be able to post it in the State Register.  We will follow up with the MNSILC at that time.

MN STAR Program Update – KiloMarie Granda was recently appointed to the MN STAR Program. Her first meeting was an intro meeting about what STAR has available, what they do, potential plans moving forward.  They meet quarterly.  

Presentation – Nico Bauer, MN Dept of Human Rights, Government Relations Director - Jake Knaffla and I reached out to Nico as we put together the Civil Rights Survey. He provided us with a lot of really good information to include in the survey, and today he's going to provide us a little bit of history on civil rights and human rights, and then we will review the Civil Rights Study before you approve it.  Three areas Nico will cover:  1. a high-level overview of key moments in the history of the development of our state's anti-discrimination laws, also known as our civil rights laws.  2. Areas of protection that are included in our anti-discrimination law, and 3. the process by which MDHR investigates an allegation of discrimination. Nico’s email address: nico.bauer@state.mn.us,

Review Civil Rights Survey - Civil Rights Survey Jake Knaffla reviewed the “Civil Rights” survey.  Access North is hosting the survey and accepting responses and comments. Nico Bauer met with Jake and Jo Erbes to review the survey.  Nico’s suggestions were incorporated into the survey.  Promotions include a flyer encouraging people to complete the survey, a press release, and social media promotional material.  The survey will close on January 30th, reminders will be posted on social media on January 7th and 21st.  The proposed release date is December 17th.  There was discussion about sharing the results of the survey and potential training opportunities.  Linda Lingen made a motion to approve the survey for release on December 17th.  April Smith seconded the motion.  The motion was passed by voice vote.  

Public Comment – Robyn Block talked about her metal art work.  She announced that she intends to do a display of metal art featuring the history of the IL movement. The website is https://www.arnielilloscreations.com/.

Bonnie Danberry commented on SMILES’ 35th anniversary celebration. 

Angie Bosch commented on Freedom Resources’ first annual resource fair.  Angie Boasch will replace Jacob Schuller as a CIL director on MNSILC.

Joe Dailey reported that he appeared on Disability Viewpoints to talk about his participation in the Twin Cities Marathon. The show can be viewed at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V8JqKLn46M8&list=PLJ852mmSnFRDGG9MrRHY6Af5Tani4mvxd&index=1

Create task force on Collaboration – The purpose of this task force is to create opportunities to work with other organizations.  There was also discussion to create a resource document about where people could find information about assistance with food, housing, clothing, transportation, etc. There are statements in the SPIL that the IL network will collaborate with state, local, and various service providers through scheduled meetings, focus groups, and a review of data collected.  The IL network will leverage partnerships with service providers and disability organizations to increase the scope and reach of organizations by sharing our position papers.  The Outreach Committee is committed to moving forward with collaboration and is asking for council members to participate.  Several council members volunteered. 

Salary Adjustment for Coordinator – The Executive Committee recommended that the coordinator salary be increased by 5% effective with the first full payroll in October, 2026. April Smith made the motion to approve the recommendation; Joe Dailey seconded the motion.  The motion carried with no opposition to the motion.  There was discussion about the timing of a salary adjustment.  In the future that discussion should occur when the budget is discussed, not after the budget has been approved.

Approve Intern Position Description – The Outreach Committee and the Advocacy Committee discussed the duties of an intern and drafted the proposed position description.   Employing an intern to assist with position papers and social media is described in the SPIL.  The intern position is part-time for 4 to 6 months with a salary of no more than $2,500. The council reviewed interview questions.  Jake Knaffla made a motion to approve the position description for the intern position.  Linda Lingen seconded the motion.  The motion carried with no objections.

Discussion: Impact on Federal Shut Down – The Government shutdown ended on November 12th.  A continuing resolution until January 30th was approved. MNSILCs Part B allocation will remain $348,060, the same amount as the last 2 years. The Finance Committee shared their discussion about reducing expenses until such time as the notice of award is received.  The consensus to temporarily reduce expenses:  not hire an intern, not post the RFP for study, delay printing the annual report, delay payments for January and March per diem based on individual council members’ request.  There was discussion about reducing the cost of printing the annual report to providing only a digital link or reducing the number of reports printed.  It was suggested that a small item, like a business card, be printed for distribution at the state fair.  

Program Performance Review (PPR) - The Program Performance Review is due January 30, 2026. Each of the committees has been talking about which goals and indicators they have completed. It was noted there are a lot of goals that have not been completed and the goals in year 2 depend on the goals in year 1 having been completed. 

Approve attendance at SILC Congress – Rand Stenhjem reported the Finance Committee recommended that if funding is available, MNSILC will send two people to SILC Congress in March.  April Smith seconded the motion.  The motion carried on a voice vote.  There was discussion that if hotel reservations are made now they can be cancelled up to a week before the conference with no penalty.  Monique Doward made the motion to send April Smith and Jo Erbes to SILC Congress.  Joe Dailey seconded the motion.  The motion carried on voice vote. 

Report on APRIL Conference – Monique Doward, Linda Lingen and Bethany Schwerr gave a brief report on the break out sessions they attended at the APRIL Conference.  Bethany commented that many of the SILCs have begun planning their next SPIL.  She learned one thing MNSILC needs to do is keep goals succinct and not have so many indicators under the goals.
Committee Reports – 
Advocacy 
Executive – Update on the RFP – see the report under the DEED Update
Finance 
Outreach – Joe Daley reported the Outreach Committee finalized the intern position description for council approval.  The committee has been promoting the vacancies on the council, reviewing accomplishments of the committee for the SPIL. Angela Algood, SWCIL, Monique Doward, Linda Lingen and Bethany Schwerr will share their experiences at the APRIL conference.

Next Meeting:  January 8, 2026, 9:00 to 2:30 p.m., State Services of the Blind
  Topics for January meeting – APRIL conference report, PPR, Election of Officers, introduction of new members, 

Adjourn – At 2:30 p.m. Jake Knaffla and Monique Doward made a motion to adjourn. 
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