Minnesota Statewide Independent Living Council Minutes
September 11, 2025

The Minnesota Statewide Independent Living Council met in person at State Services for the Blind, 2200 University Ave West, St Paul, MN.  Members also participated using Zoom.  Robyn Block, Council Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:02 with a quorum present. 

Present:  April Smith, Bethany Schwerr, Brian Valentini, Deborah Gleason, Jacob Schuller, Jacob Knaffla, Jennifer Clement, Joe Dailey, Kelly Lemke, KiloMarie Granda, Linda Lingen, Monique Doward, Morris Thompson, Rand Stenhjem, Robyn Block, Stephen Larson

Absent:  Frances Lane
	
					
Ex Officio Members Present:  Amy McClellan, Meghan Hanson, Michelle Severson

Guests:  Randy Sorenson, Executive Director, Options Resource Center, Mahdi Warsama, Director, Somali Parents Autism Network

Approve Agenda:  Deborah Gleason made a motion to approve the proposed agenda.  Joe Dailey seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.  

Approve Minutes for July 9¸ 2025:  Joe Dailey made a motion to approve the minutes of the council meeting for July 9, 2025 as presented.  Deborah Gleason seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 

Minnesota Council on Disability (MCD) Update – Michele Severson talked about the outreach event at the state fair.  She noted that MNSILC council member KiloMarie Granda now serves the  MCD council.  There has been a full turnover of council members at MCD.  In December MCD will roll out their policy agenda.  If there is a Special legislative session MCD will watch for language on mental health. MCD is working with MNDOT on a study about accessible wheelchair vehicles. Facilities at Harriet Island Regional Park are being updated to make sure facilities are accessible especially during construction. Joel Runnings is the new Public Policy Director.  Bethany Schwerr and Rand Stenjham volunteered for the MNDOT study.

State Services for the Blind (SSB) Update: Amy McClellan noted that Joe Nathan received an engineer of the year award.  The Diversity, Equity and Inclusion grant is serving 2 people.  Funding for the Older Adult Grant is flat funded.  The Workforce Development Unit (WDU) helps people to get, maintain or sustain employment.  

SRC-G Update – Deborah Gleason, MNSILC representative to the State Rehabilitation Council General noted that only people qualifying for tier 1 are getting served – those are people with multiple disabilities.  There are two new committees – customer satisfaction survey and business outreach.  Representatives of SRC – G may be speaking at National SRC conference about how the two SRC agencies collaborate. Deborah Gleason will be speaking if the proposal is accepted.

SRC – B Update – Kelly Lemke, MNSILC representative to the State Rehabilitation Council - Blind, talked about the annual report and the unknown budget. There were changes proposed to section 503 regarding minimum wage.

DEED VRS Update – Meghan Hnanson reported on the progress with the Request for Proposal.  She noted that the intent to eliminate fraud is more intense than previously.  DEED is expanding broadband to rural Minnesota. DEED is reducing the amount of funding for Pre-ets services to 15%, which is federal law. I work as the extended employment contract manager.  Extended employment, for those that don't know, provides long-term supports to individuals with disabilities who are working their communities, primarily supported employment, so individuals who are working in competitive, integrated employment but there's also a component to community employment where they're working in groups within their communities. We had some changes to that program this year. They used to have in-house services that were funded through EE, and as of the end of the last program year those services were sunset. So now we're moving forward with just community-based types of employment, either supported or community employment.

Presentation – Mahdi Warsama, Executive Director for Somali Parents Autism Network (SPAN)– information was shared about the purpose SPAN and how it has become an advocacy group, a parent resource connection and provider of information and referral.  Mr. Warsama provide information about the Somali culture, beliefs and customs.  There was discussion about what the Outreach Committee might do to reach parents of children with Autism to talk about independent living for underserved and unserved populations.

Public Comment – Deborah Gleason talked about an article relating to the disability glass ceiling and her articles on the recommitment to IL.  The articles were shared with staff from CILs and Dee Torgerson at DEED who shared the article with other staff.

Joe Dailey talked about his passion with hand cycling.  This year he was able to participate in the Twin Cities marathon. Here is an article in Move United about hand cycles in the Twin Cities marathon https://moveunitedsport.org/sport/hand-cycling/.

Stephen Larson talked about his attending a conference in Houston Texas for people with limb loss.  It will be his first time attending this conference.

Participation in Events – KiloMarie Granda, Monique Doward, Rand Stenhjem, Bethan Schwerr, Ted Stamp and Jo Erbes participated in the Kandiyohi County Fair, the State Fair and the Lyon County Fair.  Everyone commented on what great events to connect with people.  Many attendees at the events said they wanted business cards rather than fliers.  MNSILC volunteers would like shirts to help create awareness about who they represent. 

Approve 2025 -2026 Budget – It was suggested that MNSILC ask the centers if there is anyone interested in acting as the fiscal agent for MNSILC.  Jacob Schuller made a motion to approve the budget as presented for FY 2025-2026.  April Smith seconded the motion.  There was discussion about an increase for the Coordinator.  The Executive Committee will make a recommendation at the November meeting.  Rand Stenjhen called the question.  The budget as presented was passed unanimously. 
	
Approve the Executive Committee recommendation to pause the bylaws for the election of officers -The Executive Committee made a recommendation to pause the bylaws until January when there may be a larger pool of council members to elect officer positions.  Deborah Gleason made the motion to postpone the election of officers until January 2026.  Joe Daily second the motion.  The motion carried unanimously by voice vote.  The following terms expire January 5th, 2026: Robyn Block, Jenn Clements, KiloMarie Granda, Monique Doward, Joe Dailey, Jacob Schuller, and Michele Severson.  There are two open positions.
	
Approve 2025-2026 meeting calendar – Joe Dailey made a motion, seconded by Stephen Larson to approve meeting the second Thursday of every other month  from 9:00 t0 2:30.  The motion passed by unanimous voice vote. The July meeting will be held jointly with Options and Freedom Resource Center at the casino in Mahnomen. Contact will be made with the VR provider on the White Earth Reservation.  There will be two over night stays.  One half day for the council meeting and one-half day for CIL staff and public response.  Deborah Gleason made a motion to approve the amended schedule.  April Smith seconded the motion.  The motion carried by voice vote.

Approve recommendation from Advocacy and Outreach Committees to host workshop October 9th – A free virtual workshop on Long Covid, the ADA and Employment is proposed for October 9th from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. The facilitator will be Cindy Tarshish, ADA Coordinator from MCIL.  April Smith made the motion to host the workshop and Jacob Knaffla seconded the motion.  There is no cost to host the workshop.  The motion carried unanimously by voice vote.

Committee Reports
Advocacy – Deborah Gleason reported on the survey of dentists  being conducted.  The Advocacy Committee will be reaching out to the MN Dental Assn to discuss the survey.

Executive – Robyn Block noted the committee received an update on the Request for Proposal, discussed the meeting agenda, approved the guest speaker for the meeting and discussed the council directory.

Finance – Stephen Larson reported the committee approved sending three people to the APRIL conference. The council reviewed expenses through August.  It was suggested that MNSILC purchase t-shirts for people doing presentations, to show who they are representing.  It was suggested that a proposal be created about the number of shirts purchased and the cost and presented to the Finance Committee. 

Outreach – Joe Dailey reported the Outreach Committee created a subcommittee to create a position description for an intern position and to develop questions for interviews.  A subcommittee created a survey about civil rights. A subcommittee reviewed the orientation of new members.    Three tag lines were approved by the council and CIL directors.

Next Meeting:  November 13, 2025, from 9:00 to 2:30 p.m. in person at State Services for the Blind or by Zoom
State Services of the Blind.

Adjourn:  The meeting adjourned at 2:30 by consensus.5


Submitted by Linda Lingen, Secretary

Recorded by Jo Erbes, Coordinator 
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