Governor’s Task Force on Broadband
September 7, 2016
Minnesota Senate Office Building-Room 2308
95 University Avenue West 
St. Paul, MN 55155
10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Task Force Members present: Margaret Anderson Kelliher, Hannah Buckland, Denise Dittrich, Kevin Hansen, Shannon Heim, Bernadine Joselyn, Steve Lewsader, Don Niles, Dan Richter, Andy Schriner, Dick Sjoberg and Paul Weirtz

Task Force Members absent: Maureen Ideker, Jody Reisch

Task Force Members attending by phone: Neela Mollgaard

[bookmark: _GoBack]Others in attendance: Adrian Benjamin, Brent Christensen, John Dukich, Chelsea Georgeson, Alison Groebner, Tim Johnson, Danna MacKenzie, Bree Maki, Tony Mendoza, Emily Pugh, Mike Reardon, David Thao, Ann Treacy, Megan Verdeja, Diane Wells, Laura Ziegler

I. Welcome

Margaret Anderson Kelliher, Chair, called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone. Task Force members and others in attendance introduced themselves. The minutes of the August 17, 2016 meeting were approved with a note to check an electronic link.

II. Update from the Office of Broadband Development (OBD)

Danna MacKenzie, Executive Director of the OBD, provided an update on the work of the office. 

III. Update on Results of Regulatory Reform Bills During Minnesota’s 2016 Legislative Session

Tony Mendoza, from Mendoza Law, provided an update on the Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP) bill that was presented during the 2016 legislative session but did not pass and a case pending in court between Charter and the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission regarding the regulatory status of VoIP. A copy of his presentation is available at VoIP Regulatory Update. Jason Topp, counsel for CenturyLink, provided an overview of the market regulation bill that did pass during the 2016 legislative session. Both Mr. Mendoza and Mr. Topp responded to questions from Task Force members. 

IV. Regulatory Reform-What’s Happening Across States

Sherry Lichtenberg with the National Regulatory Research Institute (NRRI) provided an overview to the Task Force via Skype on her research on the status of regulatory reform across the states. A map used in her presentation is available at Legislation Map Slide. Ms. Lichtenberg responded to questions from Task Force members.



V. How Libraries are Partnering to Provide Digital Literacy Training
Jen Nelson, State Librarian at the Minnesota Department of Education, and Rebecca Ryan from the St. Paul Public Library, provided an overview of digital literacy efforts underway by libraries and partners in Minnesota. A copy of their presentation is available at Libraries, Partnerships and Digital Literacy. Ms. Nelson and Ms. Ryan responded to questions from Task Force members.

VI. Discussion of Outline and Policy Recommendations for the 2016 Annual Report

Task Force members discussed a draft outline and content for the annual report. 

VII. Plans for October Meeting

Plans for the October meeting and what Task Force members should be working on prior to that meeting were discussed. The meeting adjourned at 2:10 p.m.

