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Task Force Members present: Margaret Anderson Kelliher, Denise Dittrich, Kevin Hansen, Shannon Heim, Maureen Ideker, Steve Lewsader, Jody Reisch, Dan Richter, Andy Schriner, Dick Sjoberg, and Valerie Bruggeman for Paul Weirtz 

Task Force Members Participating by Telephone: Neela Mollgaard

Task Force Members Absent: Hanna Buckland, Bernadine Joselyn, Don Niles 

Others in attendance: Chuck Ackman, Christopher Caulk, Frank Douma, John Dukich, Tim Johnson, Jane Leonard, Bree Maki, Danna MacKenzie, Melinda Miller, Abby Rime, Dave Seykora, Ray Starr, David Thao, Ann Treacy, Dana Wahlberg, Diane Wells, Curtis Zaun

I. Introductions

Members of the Task Force and others in attendance introduced themselves.

II. Update from the Office of Broadband Development (OBD)

Danna MacKenzie provided an update from OBD, including the status of the recently announced grants, the March 15 broadband day on the hill, state legislation, and a bill recently introduced by Sen. Klobuchar calling for a national study on the economic impact of broadband. 

III. Broadband Network Needs of Tomorrow’s Transportation System

Frank Douma from the Humphrey School of Public Affairs at the University of Minnesota, provided an overview of transportation and the telecommunications infrastructure. A copy of his presentation can be found at Broadband Needs for Transportation. Mr. Douma also responded to questions from Task Force members.

IV. Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the February 21, 2017 were approved. No one in attendance wanted to provide public comments.

V. Preparing for Connected and Automated Vehicles in Minnesota

Ray Starr, assistance state traffic engineer in the Office of Traffic, Safety and Technology, at the Minnesota Department of Transportation, discussed what is happening in Minnesota and nationally in the preparation for connected and autonomous vehicles. A copy of his presentation can be found at: 
Preparing for Connected and Automated Vehicles in Minnesota  Mr. Starr also responded to questions from Task Force members.

VI. New Frontiers in Autonomous and Connected Vehicle Policy

Bill Kohler, from Dykema in Detroit, joined the Task Force by video to discuss national and state policies on autonomous and connected vehicles. A copy of his presentation can be found at: New Frontiers in Autonomous and Connected Vehicle Policy Mr. Kohler also responded to questions from Task Force members.

VII. Public Safety Panel

Dana Wahlberg, 911 Program Manager for Minnesota; Melinda Miller, State Program Manager for FirstNet; and Sheriff Christopher Caulk from Isanti County, discussed the use of broadband technologies for emergency communications at the state and local levels. A copy of their presentation can be found at Emergency Communication Networks. The three presenters also responded to questions from the Task Force.

The meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m.
