Governor’s Task Force on Broadband
June 15, 2016
Minnesota Senate Office Building-Room 2308
95 University Avenue West 
St. Paul, MN 55155
10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.


Task Force Members present: Margaret Anderson Kelliher, Kevin Hansen, Shannon Heim, Maureen Ideker, Bernadine Joselyn, Don Niles, Jody Reisch, Dan Richter, Andy Schriner, Dick Sjoberg, Paul Weirtz

Task Force Members absent: Hannah Buckland, Denise Dittrich, Steve Lewsader, Neela Mollgaard 

Others in attendance: Chuck Ackman, David Asp, John Dukich, Lisa Gonzalez, Allyson Hartle, Craig Johnson, Tim Johnson, Danna MacKenzie, Tony Mendoza, Dave Seykora, Matt Smith, Ann Treacy, Diane Wells, Ryan Yetzer, Jim Zigman

I. Welcome

Margaret Anderson Kelliher, Chair, called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone. The minutes of the May 24, 2016 meeting were approved. 

II. Update from the Office of Broadband Development (OBD)

Danna MacKenzie, Executive Director of the OBD, provided an update on the work of the office, including plans for implementing the Border to Border Broadband Infrastructure grant program with funding authorized in the 2016 legislative session. 

III. Dig Once -- County

Matt Smith, Dakota County Manager, and David Asp, Network Collaboration Engineer for Dakota County, provided information on how the county manages its rights-of-way and broadband infrastructure. A copy of the presentation is available at Dakota County Dig Once Presentation. The representatives from Dakota County also responded to questions from the Task Force.

IV. Dig Once -- Municipal

Craig Johnson, Intergovernmental Relations Representative for the League of Minnesota Cities, provided the municipal perspective on Dig Once policies. He responded to questions from the Task Force. 

V. Dig Once/Broadband Perspective – State

Jeff Freeman, Executive Director of the Minnesota Public Facilities Authority explained the purpose of the Authority and the types of projects it funds. Jim Zigman and Dave Seykora from the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MNDOT) explained how they manage rights-of-way and facilitate the process of digging once. The state representatives responded to questions from the Task Force.

VI. Overview of Other State and Local Dig Once Initiatives

Task Force member Don Niles, who chairs the Accessibility subcommittee of the Task Force, distributed a  Dig Once Handout that he prepared with examples of other states’ initiatives on Dig Once policies and related material.

VII. Federal Dig Once Efforts

Chuck Ackman, from Sen. Klobuchar’s Office, discussed the work the Senator has been doing to promote Dig Once efforts. He responded to questions from the Task Force.

VIII. Provider Response on Dig Once

Dick Sjoberg, Task Force member and president of Sjoberg’s Cable, responded on behalf of broadband providers to the Dig Once discussion. He also provided examples of how providers at the local level try to employ Dig Once practices to minimize trenching costs.

IX. OBD Funding

Danna MacKenzie, Executive Director of the OBD, provided handouts (OBD Handout 1, OBD Handout 2) to the Task Force on how the Office is funded and the work that it does.

X. Task Force Discussion of Dig Once

The Task Force discussed the information presented on Dig Once at today’s meeting.

XI. Subcommittee Update

Subcommittee chairs gave a brief update on what their groups are working on.

XII. Plans for Upcoming Meetings

Plans for the July and August meetings were discussed. The meeting adjourned at 1:50 p.m.

