

[image: ]
[bookmark: _GoBack]
[bookmark: _Hlk34135036]Governor’s Workforce Development Board - Minutes
Wednesday, December 11, 2019  - 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Best Western Premier Nicollet Inn, Burnsville

	[bookmark: _Hlk34135728]GWDB Members Present
	MAWB Members Present 
	Speakers 
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Robert Blake
Dr. Vance Boelter
J.D. Burton,  UMN 
Dave Debevec
Steve Ditschler
Jason Duininck
Mary Ferguson
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Dr. Heather Mueller, DOE
Loren Nelson
Bill Nelson
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Scott Parker
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Jerri Sweeney
Jennifer Theisen
Rick Trontvet

	Deb Bahr-Helgen
Shirley Barnes, Chair 
Jeff Bauchaus
Laura Beeth
Ling Becker
Tammy Biery
Toni Carter
Barb Chaffee
Mary Ferguson
Jeanna Fortney, Director
Elena Foshay
Rick Greene
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Wanda Jensen
Anne Kilzer
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Randy Maluchnik
Karen McCabe
Loren Nelson
Kate Probert
Rick Roy
Nicole Swanson
Michelle Ufford
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	Mayor Elizabeth Kautz
Commissioner Steve Grove
Mike Bartlett, National Governors Association Senior Policy Analyst 

Julie Tesch and Kelly Asche, Center for Rural Policy and Development

Guests
Marleen Lundberg
Sonji Davis
Julie Dincau
Ibrahim Noor
Meredith Fergus
Stan Karowski 

GWDB Staff
Ben Baglio
Kay Kammen

DEED Staff
Hamse Warfa
Lorrie Janatopoulos
Mike Lang 
Marc Majors
Maureen Ramirez 
Rachel Vilsack




Call to Order and Welcome
The meeting was called to order at 10:08 by GWDB Chair Laura Beeth. She delivered a message, thanking members of the Governor’s Workforce Development Board (GWDB) and the Minnesota Association of Workforcce Boards (MAWB)  for the important work they do. Her comments were echoed by MAWB Chair Shirley Barnes.    

Chair Beeth introduced Mayor Elizabeth Kautz, who also serves as Chair of the GWDB Operations Committee. She delivered a “Welcome to Burnsville” message, speaking of the collaborative work that has been done surrounding workforce development in the city, the schools and in partnership with Dakota-Scott CareerForce.  She asked GWDB and MAWB for their commitment to stay strongly engaged in the upcoming State, Regional and Local planning process.   
GWDB-MAWB Joint Meeting Discussion
Commissioner Steve Grove spoke on recent developments at the Department of Employment and Economic Development (DEED) and asked members to refer to guidelines for a group discussion activity on Workforce Development Adjacent Issues such as housing, childcare, transportation and broadband. 
GWDB Business   
Scott Parker made a motion to accept the minutes of the Quarterly Meeting on September 11, 2019. Loren Nelson seconded the motion. The minutes were approved.

Chair Beeth discussed highlights of her Chair’s Report and recognized Lee George, who was representing Augsburg University on behalf of President Paul Pribbenow. Augsburg is celebrating its 100th Anniversary. 

After a motion to approve the Chair’s Report by Scott Parker, Steve Ditschler seconded the motion. It was approved unanimously. 

MAWB Business 
Anne Kilzer, Hennepin County Training & Employment Assistance, is the elected Legislative Chair for MAWB. She spoke briefly on MAWB’s legislative platform and the importance of ensuring alignment between state entities and workforce partners at the local level.  She said a supplemental budget may be forthcoming. 
In other business, the association’s meeting schedule for 2020 was approved by acclamation.   
Connecting Education & Workforce Development
Mike Bartlett, Senior Policy Analyst with the National Governors Association, provided an overview of the NGA’s work and its Educate for Opportunity initiative, which Minnesota is participating in with five other states. Minnesota’s goals are to: 
· Develop a coordinated plan for postsecondary attainment.
· Identify cross-sector partnerships and investments
· Effectively use data and metrics to track Minnesota’s progress. 
Following the presentation, discussion questions were posed to the group: 
What are the connection points with the existing work of your organizations?
How can we better connect adults to postsecondary education and life-long learning?

Center for Rural Policy and Development
Julie Tesch and Kelly Asche of the Center for Rural Policy & Development discussed some of the challenges and realities versus perceptions of rural Minnesota. Outside the metro, there is diversity, however, it is concentrated in specific communities such as Worthington in the Southwest region of the state.  Handouts focusing on workforce data, barriers to employment, recruitment, and the center’s recommendations were provided.     

WIOA State Plan Updates  
Ben Baglio gave an update on the status of the WIOA Combined State Plan, due to the U.S. Department of Labor in March 2020. Each state is required to submit a WIOA plan to the federal government that outlines the vision and goals of its workforce development system.  He reviewed a timeline for activities leading up to the submission of the State Plan and the role of the GWDB Operations Committee and Full Board in the review and approval process. CareerForce Director Lorrie Janatopoulos commented that “age” is being added to the goals of the State Plan.  

The meeting was adjourned at 2:05 p.m.
The next meeting of the Full Board will be on Wednesday, March 4, 2020 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Minnesota Valley Country Club in Bloomington. 
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