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Governor’s Workforce Development Board - Minutes
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 6, 2019
Earle Brown Event Center  
 Brooklyn Center, MN 
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GWDB Members Present


2

     Leif Anderson for President Paul   Pribbenow 
Patrice Bailey
Len Bakken
Shirley Barnes
Laura Beeth, Chair
Joshua Berg
Vance Boelter
Deputy Commissioner Charlene Briner for Mary Cathryn Ricker
Mariaha Dean
Steve Ditschler
Mary Ferguson
       Les Fujitake
 Commissioner Steve Grove
Deputy Commissioner Jeremy Hanson Willis
  Samuel Heimlich
Deputy Commissioner Edwin   Hudson for Commissioner Myron Frans
Hoff


Merrill Irving, Jr. 
Lorrie Janatopoulos
Anne Kilzer
Marcie Koetke for 
    Commissioner Paul Schnell
Bill McCarthy
Heather McGannon for    Commissioner Nancy Leppink 
Bill Nelson
Loren Nelson
Eric Nesheim
Scott Parker
Jovon Perry for Commissioner   Tony Loury  
Anthony Ramunno 
Ed Reynoso
Mary Russell
Roy Smith
Andy Wells


GWDB and DEED Staff Present
Kay Kammen
Kathryn (Kay) Pollard
Sean Bibus
Darielle Dannen
Larry Eisenstadt                                                                                            
Kriystauhl Fitchett
Marc Majors 
Jill Moe
Rachel Vilsack
Jason Wadell 


Welcome and Call to Order
Chair Laura Beeth called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. and gave an overview of the planned agenda. Introductions of members and guests followed. 

Approval of December 12, 2018 Meeting Minutes
Scott Parker made a motion to approve the minutes of the GWDB/MAWB Joint Meeting in December. Steve Ditschler seconded the motion and it passed.

Approval of Chair’s Report
Chair Beeth spoke on highlights of her report including National Governors Association and HEIP Council initiatives. She is also planning to serve as a guest speaker later this month at a National Association of Workforce Boards meeting. Loren Nelson made a motion to approve the Chair’s Report. Mary Ferguson seconded. The motion passed. 

Deputy Commissioner Jeremy Hanson Willis said the projected next U.S. recession and the reauthorization of the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act in 2021 were topics of the recent NGA Winter Meeting for State Workforce Board liaisons and board chairs in Washington, D.C. Other states are also focused on FMLA legislation and apprenticeships. 

Comments from DEED Commissioner Steve Grove
Department of Employment and Economic Development Commissioner Steve Grove addressed the Board and gave an overview of his career background and Minnesota roots: Commissioner Steve Grove bio. He said the work of the GWDB is important to Governor Walz and himself, and he recognized GWDB members’ expertise and contributions to Minnesota’s workforce efforts.  

Legislative Update
Darielle Dannen, DEED Government Affairs Director, and Anne Kilzer, Executive Director of the Minnesota Association of Workforce Boards, provided an overview of the current legislative session. Questions and answers followed.

CareerForce Update
Rachel Vilsack, DEED Performance Manager, and Deputy Commissioner Hanson Willis reported on the phased roll out of CareerForce throughout the regional and local workforce development areas of Minnesota, as well as the features of the technology platform, careerforcemn.com.

Minnesota Apprenticeship Initiative (MAI) Presentation 
Heather McGannon, Assistant Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Labor & Industry, and Jason Wadell, MAI Project Manager, discussed the foundational aspects of the Minnesota Apprenticeship Initiative. 
MAI is a five-year effort to expand registered apprenticeship by 1,000 new apprentices in Agriculture, Advanced Manufacturing, Healthcare, Information Technology and Transportation. Questions and answers followed. 

Coalition to Increase Teachers of Color and American Indian Teachers in Minnesota
Paul Spies and Violeta Hernandez of the Coalition to Increase Teachers of Color and American Indian Teachers discussed the coalition’s legislative platform, 2019 Increase Teachers of Color Act. They provided a detailed bill summary on attracting and preparing teachers, increasing program completion, and increasing retention. Questions and answers followed.  

Lunch was served at 12:30 p.m.; the meeting reconvened at 1:00 p.m.   

GWDB Committee Discussion Breakouts
Members gathered in groups according to their interest and involvement in the GWDB’s standing committees:  
· Operations
· Career Pathways Partnership
· Racial Equity
· Disability Equity
Following an hour-long discussion, Chair Beeth thanked members for their participation and the meeting was adjourned by acclamation at 2:00 p.m. 

The next Governor’s Workforce Development Board Quarterly Meeting will convene on Wednesday, June 12, 2019 from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. at the North Metro Event Center, Shoreview, MN.
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