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OBD

Grantee

DNR

DOT

SHPO/MIAC/
OSA/MHS

Local 
Agencies

Awards Grant
Begins Cultural 

Resource Process

Works with 
Grantee to 
Identify all 

needed permits

Federal 
Agencies

Federal permits 
reviews

Local permit 
reviews

Grantee submits all 
needed local, state, and 
federal permits early in 

the process

Construction 
can begin

Grantee will be 
involved in this 

process as needed 
(see additional 
process map)

Completes Cultural Resource Process 
(see other process map)

DNR reviews utility 
crossing license 

application

Permits/licenses 
complete

Environmental Process for MN Broadband State-Funded Projects

Complete Cultural 
Resource Review and 
provides grantee with 

documentation

Compiles documentation and 
submits other state permits. 

Federal agencies may also request 
the cultural resource documentation

Permits 
Complete

Permits 
Complete

DOT reviews permit application

This workflow applies to nonfederal and nontribal public lands, when no burials are known or expected to exist in the project area
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OBD

Grantee

OSA

Awards 
grant

MHS

SHPO

CR Consultant consults with appropriate 
parties on appropriate methodology and 

obtains an archaeology license for non-federal 
public lands

CR Consultant conducts additional 
survey of the project area and submits 

report

OBD determines the cultural 
resource process is complete and 

notifies the Grantee

SHPO reviews and provides 
recommendations within 30 

days

NoNo

Cultural Resource Process for State-Funded Broadband Grants 

MIAC reviews and provides 
recommendations within 

30 days. 

Hires cultural 
resource consultant 
for additional survey

Grantee provides 
detailed project 
area and project 

description

OBD conducts 
desktop review of 

the project area for 
significant sites or 
designated historic 

properties. Do 
known sites exist in 

the area?

MIAC

OSA reviews license
OSA reviews and provides 
recommendations within 

30 days. 

This workflow applies to nonfederal and nontribal public lands, when no burials are known or expected to exist in the project area

Cultural 
Resource 

Contractor

Are there high probability 
locations that could contain 

significant sites?
Yes

Yes Notifies Grantee that additional cultural resource survey 
is needed or works with Grantee to avoid the site or 

avoid adverse effects to the designated historic property

MIAC reviews license

MHS reviews and 
approves license

Consults with OSA, 
SHPO, and MIAC 
(as appropriate) Reviews report

Incorporate 
OSA/MIAC/SHPO 

recommendations as 
applicable and 

feasible

Continue with 
permitting 

process
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Process Map Acronym Guide
DNR Department of Natural Resources
DOT Deportment of Transportation
MHS Minnesota Historical Society
MIAC Minnesota Indian Affairs Council
OBD Office of Broadband Development
OSA Office of the State Archaeologist
SHPO State Historic Preservation Office
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