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Meeting Minutes -- January 22, 2015
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Goodwill Offices
553 Fairview Ave. N.
St. Paul, MN 55104
Members Present
Willie Rudolph, Larry Lura, Cynthia Moore, Suzanne Renfroe, Brian Wagner, Heather Allyn (new member), and Randy Sorensen. Via Phone: Mark Mertens, Mickey Kyler and Shelly Pflaum (new member).
Members Absent, Excused
Sharla Scullen, Mitzi Mellott and Willie Negaard.
Members Absent, Unexcused
Connie Berg.
Ex-Officio Members
Linda Lingen, Brad Westerlund
Ex-Officio Members Absent
Joan Wilshire 
SILC Staff
Pam Taylor.
Guests
Minute Taker
Ann Meyer.
Introductions
· Heidi introduced Heather Allyn as a new member. She is from Elk River, and a brand new mom. She has worked 15 years in a nursing home, with assistive living; and has done some teaching. Currently, she is employed at Grandma’s Place. 
· Because we have people on the phone, we need to speak up substantially; and only one person at a time.
· If you need reimbursement forms, please see Pam.
· Mileage reimbursement went up to 57.5 cents/mile.
· Brad reviewed all the forms and information for today’s meeting.
· Ice breaker question is: “If you were going to be a vehicle, what kind would you be?”
Voting Summary
Mickey moved to accept the minutes of November 13, 2014. Seconded by ___________.
Brad moved to rescind the section of the minutes related to home accessibility and restate, adding with next steps. Bill seconded. Motion carried unanimously. No abstentions.
Heather moved to restate the dollars spent by MCIL with corrected amounts and leave out any comments supposedly made by Brad since he was not present at that portion of the meeting. Larry seconded. Motion carried. 1 Nay. 2 Abstentions
Larry moved to accept the minutes as corrected. Cynthia seconded. Motion carried unanimously. No abstentions. 
Heather moved to accept the agenda with the suggested changes. Cynthia seconded. Motion carried unanimously. No abstentions.
Cynthia moved that funding formula be changed to distribute the home accessibility funds equally among the Centers. Larry seconded. Motion carried: 5 ayes, 2 nays, 3 abstentions.
Randy then made a motion that the previous motion not start until the 2017-2020 SPIL. Bill seconded. Motion carried unanimously. No abstentions. 
Randy moved to accept the 704 with the suggested changes and any additional changes the Reports Committee might need to make. Cynthia seconded. Motion carried unanimously. No abstentions. 
Brian moved to accept the 2013 Annual Report with any additional changes the Reports committee found necessary to make. Heather seconded. Motion carried unanimously. No abstentions.
Suzanne made the motion to accept the RFP as written with financial data and dates entered later to be posted on or before February 17, 2915; seconded by Heather. Motion carried unanimously. No abstentions. 
Brian made the motion to accept the recommendation of the Finance Committee concerning the FFY 2014-5 Carryover Funds as presented at the January 22, 2015 meeting; seconded by Larry. Motion carried unanimously. No abstentions.
Randy made a motion to accept the financial RSA-704 Part 1 Report; seconded by Larry. Brian abstained. Motion carried unanimously. No abstentions.
Cynthia made a motion to accept the 2014 Olmstead Report with changes that were made and presented at the January 22, 2015 meeting; seconded by Suzanne. Motion carried unanimously. No abstentions. 
Bill made a motion to accept the new website; seconded by Brian. Heather abstained. Motion carried unanimously. No abstentions. 
Suzanne made a motion; seconded by Heather to adjourn the meeting at 3:30.
Minutes Approval
Mickey made a motion to accept the minutes of the November 13, 2014 meeting, seconded by __________.
Corrections:
· Pg. 5: Home Accessibility Funding, last sentence, “Mickey made a motion that the Council accepts the recommendation of the Access Committee to distribute funds equally from VRS/IL to the CILs, and this will be reviewed by MACIL.” Bill said he had seconded that motion. Brad made points of clarification: (a) There is no record in the minutes of the vote even passing; (b) some of the information is not accurate; (b) MCIL gets $65,000 for accessibility; (c) MCIL has spent nearly all of the funds; (d) Brad continued that if Bill voted on it (and seconded), that is a conflict of interest. Bill said he has nothing to do with funding, however he is in charge of the program at his CIL; (e) Brad explained that because he was not at the meeting, all things “he said” should be stricken from these minutes; and, (f) the motion is very vague and when this funding change would occur, it would require a SPIL amendment. 
· Mickey’s motion has not been seconded and we have some corrections that have been made.
· We need a motion to rescind the motion that is currently in the minutes. Suzanne made that motion. 
· Bill said that the minutes are of such, but we can’t negate what happened in November. Brad suggested to rescind the motion, have discussion and make a new motion. Mickey said we had discussed the recommendations in the minutes, but we did not vote until we had run it through MACIL. We voted to consider to have that recommendation on our plate, so we did not forget it. Brad’s recommended that we rescind this one, restate it and make a recommendation of the next steps. Bill seconded it, if we can go on with clarification. Motion carried. Vote was taken and all voted, “aye.” No abstentions.
· Randy’s name is “Sorensen.”
· Brian’s name is “Wagner.”
· Brad said to rescind the entire section. Bill said the last sentence is the gist of this discussion. Brad said he wants his comments rescinded from this section. He also feels there is no longer a conflict of interest. Heather made a motion to clarify and correct in the Home Accessibility budget that the $57,000 be changed to $65,000. Given the amount having spent is no longer $39,000, but there is a balance of $268.00. The comments associated with Brad should be stricken from the paragraph (he was not present), and the motion made is to rescind based on not enough information recorded and no record of seconding or the motion passing. Larry seconded it. Motion passed. One nay. Brian and Mickey abstained. Motion carried.
· Larry made motion to accept the minutes as corrected. Cynthia seconded it. Motion carried. Home accessibility will be discussed at a later date.
Agenda Approval
Pam suggested we take out “Bylaws & Procedures” because it is not ready to go. Brad said to move “Home Accessibility” to Public Comment. Heather made a motion to accept the agenda with changes, seconded by Cynthia to approve the January 22, 2015 agenda. Motion carried.
Public Comment
Bill said the Home Accessibility Committee poled the CILs regarding how the money was spent and they heard back from everyone except Vicki Dalle Molle. He explained that how the $39,000 was spent was in an email from the Metro Center. Fundamentally, he felt that distributing these funds equally would be best. Heidi said we need to clarify the time frame. Brad said the next step is to bring this to MACIL; and should not be a directive coming from the Council. Pam said that no matter what decision is made, the amount of money received by each Center will not be enough to cover the costs of home accessibility. Our job is to continue to focus statewide. Cynthia made the motion to accept the Home Accessibility committee’s recommendation that the funding formula be changed to distribute Home Accessibility’s funds equally between the Centers. Larry seconded it. Discussion: Randy said to make a motion related to a SPIL in that we have not started yet, it is in our best interest that we bring it up again at that time. This funding has been for the last 2 years. The funding strategy was explained to Heather. Heidi called for a vote. There were 5 “ayes;” Bill, Heather and Randy abstained; Cynthia and Heidi opposed. Motion carried. Randy then made a motion that the previous motion not start until the 2017-2020 SPIL. Bill seconded. Motion carried.
704
· Brad said the 704 must be read. Suzanne read the 704 report for members so they could make changes as needed.
· Pam explained the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) to Heather. Essentially, it reauthorized the Rehab Act. It passed July 2014, but regulations have not been written. There is a lot of uncertainty for us. It moves us from Department of Education/Rehabilitation Services Administration to Department of Health and Human Services/Administration on Community Living. SSB used to be included with this group, however “Older Blind” stayed in Rehab Services.
· Randy made a motion to accept the 704 report with any additions, deletions, etc. that the Reports Committee deems necessary. Cynthia seconded it. Motion carried.
Annual Report: Suzanne
· They have articles from the Centers and pictures from SWCIL (Marshall). Steve (from SWCIL) was kind enough to approve our report from that visit. 
· Have consumer story about the lady that was stuck in her home in northern MN for 14 years, as well as pictures and signed permission from the people involved.
· Pam worked with Diane Sprague for the report on universal design.
· Zainub Jama’s article is also included.
· Will be meeting with John Fischer next month.
· Brad will send the CILs data along with a collaboration piece to Pam.
· Randy said all of these issues should be re-written and the report given to spouses, kids and staff for review to make sure it is easy to read (understandable). 
· Brian made a motion to accept the 2014 Annual Report, with changes as deemed necessary by the Reports Committee; seconded by Heather. Motion carried.
Comprehensive Needs Assessment (CNA): Cynthia
The Outreach Committee drafted a Request for Proposal (RFP) for posting with DEED. There is another component to the CNA that is not included with this RFP. Linda strongly encouraged the committee to move this along, as we don’t know what the Department will do with it. DEED has no authority to change anything in this, other than to make sure the process is in conjunction with requirements. At the next meeting, we can suggest someone that is not involved with the Council or this process sit on the interviewing committee so we can move along. Suzanne made the motion to accept the RFP as written with financial data and dates entered later to be posted on or before February 17, 2915; seconded by Heather. Motion carried. 
Announcements: Heidi
· Sharla Scullen is now working for DHS, and as of January 31st, will no longer be on the Council.
· There are two openings with SRC-G, and Jeff Thompson, representing SRC-B has left the Council.
· The MN Aging and Disability Conference will be held in Duluth on June 15th & 16th.
· Connie Lee Berg update: She is still on the Council. Pam talked to the Governor’s office and they are supposed to get in contact with her.
· In WIOA, it looks like the 121 Project mandate will possibly not be in effect anymore. 
Finance: Brad 
· He reviewed the FFY 2014-5 Carryover Funds. Heather asked why the money was going to SSB. Linda responded that it usually is divided equally between the CILs. A staff person from SSB recently came to our meeting and said they didn’t have the staff to deal with the growing number of aging adults with vision issues and wanted to partner with other organizations, etc. to do an assessment of seniors. After that, they could be referred to SSB. We want to do the best job concerning the “gray tsunami.” Cynthia offered that this is the biggest bang for our money. Bill said this will improve services and benefit the outstate area tremendously. 
· Brian said he had a proposal for underserved and unserved, but the Council was not willing to take a look at that. 
· This money has to be spent in 9 months. The question regarding maintaining any project is always an issue and would have to be addressed in the whole infrastructure. 
· Brian made the motion to accept the recommendation of the Finance Committee concerning the FFY 2014-5 Carryover Funds as presented at the January 22, 2015 meeting; seconded by Larry. Motion carried.
Map
Randy said it is a statistical process that the Human Services uses for some other purposes. We are using that process to come up with an amount of money that would be needed to provide IL services in Minnesota. For the most part, the Centers have looked at service areas, how much staff do I need, and will I be able to touch the people with disabilities in my area. This will look at the economic level of the people within a particular county; and would include the executive summary and the map. The organization is a separate entity. The person doing the work has a PhD in statistics, and a doctorate in rehabilitation. Cynthia said if we ask for a RFP, it would easily cost $10,000 and someone applying may not have the expertise. Randy indicated they are hoping for a sole source with this company. 
RSA-704 Part 1 for IL Program for MN
Brad reviewed that data and dollars for the Part 1 for IL program for MN. Randy made a motion to accept the financial RSA-704 Part 1 Report; seconded by Larry. Brian abstained. Motion carried.
ByLaws: Policy & Procedures
Tabled.
Olmstead Report:
· Shelly Pflaum introduced herself, as she just joined the meeting by phone. She works for public transit in Marshall and has worked for the SWCIL.
· Mickey gave a background about things that happened around the Olmstead Plan. The committee continues to push for a working plan that benefits people with disabilities. They also included their frustration with how things have been handled. There is also a segment in our Annual Report, which gives an overview of what happened in 2014. They can put a comment from the most recent court proceedings in there now. The court is modifying it every 6 months. 
· Cynthia said it will be posted on our website and updated annually. If CILs want a printed copy, that will be brought back to the SILC.
· Cynthia made a motion to accept the 2014 Olmstead Report with changes that were made and presented at the January 22, 2015 meeting; seconded by Suzanne. Motion carried. 
· Cynthia received a request from the Olmstead Committee to respond to such things as people with disabilities as leaders, etc. Pam read the draft letter that was written. Randy felt there are political ramifications, and he has not had enough time to read through the draft. Brad requested that it be sent out. Cynthia responded that our input is needed by February 2nd, when this subcommittee meets again, and decisions will be made by the court without our input. Pam will send out the letter as soon as possible! 
Website:
Heidi said the new website is nice, but found the columns on the left very distracting. It passed accessibility’s testing. It is at no cost to SILC and will be maintained by DEED. It had to be redone because the old website did not meet the design of DEED’s new website. We will continue MNSILC.org and determine what the cost will be to continue that. There should be only a week turnaround when information is submitted to be posted. Bill made a motion to accept the new website; seconded by Brian. Heather abstained. Motion carried. 
Other Reports
There was not enough time.
Adjourn: Heidi
Suzanne made a motion; seconded by Heather to adjourn the meeting at 3:30.
The next meeting is March 12, 2015.
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