Minnesota Statewide Independent Living Council
Minutes 
January 11, 2024,  9:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.  

Call to Order:  The January 11, 2024, MNSILC meeting was held virtually using Zoom. Deborah Gleason, council chair, called the meeting to order at 9:04 a.m.  The chair reviewed meeting expectations and introduced council members.

Members Present:  Crystal Hellekson, Deborah Gleason, Jacob Schuller, Jennifer Clement, Judy Sanders, Karen Larson, KiloMarie Grande, De. Mohamed Mourssi Alfash, Monique Doward, Paulo Matheus Carvalho Chaves de Castro, Rosalie Eisenreich, Stephen Larson, Tom Reed

Member Excused:  Joe Dailey

Ex Officio Members Present:  Ed Lecher, Anne Paulson

Guests Present:  Aisha Elmquist, Olmstead Implementation Office, Mike Tessner, Olmstead Implementation Office, Robyn Block, Michele Severson, Virgo Wisechild, Linda Lingen

Staff Present:  Jo Erbes

Approve Agenda:  Monique Doward made the motion to approve the agenda for January 11, 2024.  Judy Sanders seconded the motion,  The motion carried by voice vote.  

Approve Minutes – December 14, 2023 – Judy Sanders made the motion to approve the minutes for the December 14, 2023 meeting.  Jacob Schueller seconded the motion.  The motion passed.  Karen Larson abstained.  

DEED/VRS Update -  Anne Paulson provided an update on activities at the Department of Employment and Economic Development.  She noted there are no longer waiting lists for vocational rehabilitation services.

MCD Update - Michele Sieverson provided a summary of legislative issues the Minnesota Council on Disability (MCD) is working on:  
disability parking, guardianship and the Bud Rosenfeld Act.  The 1999 Olmstead v. L.C. Supreme Court decision affirmed that people with disabilities have the right to live, work, and play in the communities of their choice. The decision also affirmed that segregation of people with disabilities is a violation of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  Right now, this right only exists as a supreme court decision, but the Bud Rosenfield Act will codify this decision into Minnesota state statute. The Bud Rosenfield Act is named in honor of disability rights champion Bud Rosenfield.

SSB Update – Ed Lecher noted the meeting space at SSB should be completed by the next meeting date.  

SRC – B – Judy Sanders reported the SRC – B will host a possibilities fair for those people who are experiencing new vision loss.  They are also preparing a state/annual report.  

Presentation:  Olmstead Implementation Office (OIO) – Aisha Elmquist, Executive Director of the Olmstead Implementation Office, and Mike Tessner provided information about the OIO.  Information about the state plan can be found on the OIO website.  The revised plan will be available for comment soon.  The Minnesota Governor's Council on Developmental Disabilities announced release of a new publication celebrating the 10th Anniversary of the first Olmstead Planning Committee efforts from 2012 to 2022.  The 2020 results about the quality-of-life survey is available at https://mn.gov/olmstead/mn-olmstead-plan/quaility-life-survey/.  Information about the Jensen Settlement is available on the DHS website:  https://disabilityjustice.org/jensen-case/#:~:text=The%20lawsuit%20alleged%20that%20each,unusual%20punishment)%20and%20the%20Fourteenth

Discussion about OIO presentation- There was discussion about MNSILC members attending OIO meetings and attending their leadership forums.  It was also suggested that the SILC and CILs provide their points of view now -  not wait until new draft goals are designed.  Jacob Schuller and Monique Doward volunteered to attend meetings.  Dr. Mohamed Mourssi Alfash serves as a member of the OIO PCA workforce group.

Public Comment – The question was raised about the purpose of public comments during the meetings.  The purpose is for the public and council members to share that is important to the council. 

Review and approve 2023 PPR - We are obligated to obtain public comments about the SPIL.  We need to meet open meeting requirements when hosting a public forum.  Several meetings will be scheduled to review the goals, objectives and indicators for the SPIL, based on public comments received in 2022.  

Review and approve Policy and Procedures Manual – The Policy and Procedures Task Force is finalizing the manual.  The question was raised about having an attorney review the manual.  A summary of the changes will be distributed for the May meeting.  Review the manual for redundancy. 

Committee Reports
Advocacy  - Ed Lecher reported the Advocacy Committee will be reviewing what has been done in the past and determine what needs to be addressed. 
Executive – The committee works to set the agenda for the council meeting.  Deborah would like to discuss how to improve accessibility at our meetings.  The Finance committee and the Executive committees will create training on how the finances work for MNSILC for the March meeting.  In March we will talk about disbursing carry forward funds.  
Outreach - Deborah Gleason put together a proposal for a speaker’s bureau which will be proposed for the next SPIL.  There are 5 vacancies on the council and 7 applicants.  It was determined MNSILC will not interview people reapplying for the council.  Monique Doward and Judy Sander will interview candidates. There are two youth who have expressed an interest to serve on a committee.  

Adjourn/Next Meeting – The next meeting will be March 14, 2024, from 9 to 2:30 p.m.  Watch for details about the meeting location.

Submitted by Crystal Hellekson, Secretary

Recorded by Jo Erbes
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