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	Comments received during Request for Comments:
	None

	Statement of Need and Reasonableness (SONAR) Executive Summary:
	The proposed amendments are necessary in part to achieve consistency between the rules and the relevant governing statutes.  Several portions of the administrative rules no longer reflect accurate law.  
The proposed amendments are also necessary and reasonable in order to update the rules in light of the Department’s expanded use of its online system for providing notice, scheduling hearings, providing access to documents, and in recognition of the fact that a vast majority (over 95 percent) of unemployment insurance hearings are conducted over the phone.  These technological advances have rendered many of the provisions in the rules obsolete or unworkable in practice.  
The amendments are also necessary and reasonable to provide guidance to all participants in the hearing process.  The proposed amendments would provide full and clear explanations of the hearing procedures so that all parties involved, including the unemployment law judge, understand the process and expectations.  Throughout the existing rules, procedures are only partially explained, which can lead to confusion or surprise.  With the proposed amendments, the UI division aims to provide participants with more information so as to achieve better and fairer processes. 
The amendments are also necessary and reasonable to simplify the administrative rules and eliminate burdensome requirements and standards that the Department has not used and will not use in the future.  The repealer and amendments are consistent with the administration’s goal of the unsession because the proposals remove unnecessary rules.
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