
Eric Clement
Manager – T&D Grid Modernization

Broadband Task Force 
Utility Panel Discussion 
February 13th, 2025



• 26,000 square mile electric service 
territory

• 6,216 miles of primary, 3657 miles of 
secondary (74% overhead, 26% 
underground)

• 201 distribution substations
• 150,000 customers
• 14 municipal systems
• 151,911 poles (83% MP owned, 17% 

owned by others)

Overview

Minnesota Power mnpower.com
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Minnesota Power mnpower.com

• 44 different attachers 
currently

• 2 Joint Use attachers
• 75,000 total attachments 

on MP owned poles

Overview Continued
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Minnesota Power mnpower.com

• We strive to be a partner with 
attaching companies. 

• Three items need to be in place 
to start the attachment review 
process with the utility.

oCertificate of Convenience 
and Necessity - State

o Tariff - State
oAttachment agreements 

including rates – Utility & 
attacher

FCC & State 
Governance
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Minnesota Power mnpower.com

• Rates
oRental Rates

 Telecom Rate
 Cable Rate
 Joint Use Rate
 Non-FCC Rate

oAttachment process
 Costs associated 

with Make Ready 
up to and 
including pole 
replacements

FCC Rates
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Minnesota Power mnpower.com

• Our #1 priority is to keep the public 
and our employees safe

• We must follow the National Electrical 
Safety Code (NESC) Heavy loading 
district requirements

• We must follow clearance 
requirements: MNDOT, County, 
Railroad, others

• We must follow the Professional 
Engineering requirements for the State 
of Minnesota – Utilities are not exempt

• We must maintain our systems 
(including attachments) and follow 
our standards.

Safety

Photo



Minnesota Power mnpower.com

• Some poles are saturated with 
attachments and equipment.

• More equipment being 
added to poles

• Aging infrastructure
• Wildfire concerns
• Reduction of poles – Strategic 

Undergrounding initiatives
• Rate pressure
• Unauthorized attachments

Risks
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 540,000 attachments to Xcel Energy facilities in MN

 Annual applications have increased by 175% from 2019 to 2024 (6,500 to 18,000)

 85% of poles have multiple attachers

 2% of attachment requests denied



© 2025 Xcel Energy

Application 
Review

Pre-Attachment Phase:

Post-Attachment Phase:

Xcel Carrier

Monitor & 
Maintain 

Pole
Monitor & 
Maintain 

AttachmentTransfer 
Equipment 

to New 
Pole

Request 
Equipment

Transfer 
to New 

Pole

Validate 
Non-

compliance 
Repair

Non-
compliance 

Repair
QA Review

Facilities 
Attached

Make 
Ready

Design 
Project

Pre-
Inspection

Submit 
Attachment 

Request
10%

1,340



OUR MISSION:
Improve the quality of life by safely providing reliable energy and 
related services, while embracing our cooperative principles.

Ty Houglum
Vice President / CIO



East Central Energy

About ECE
Member owned cooperative – 89 years
Employees: 197
Territory
 4,500 square miles

Miles of line:
 Electric: 8,536
 Fiber: 1,929

Members
 Electric: 67,642
 Fiber: 3,890



East Central Energy

ECE - Pole Attachments
• 110,000 poles
• 6,032 poles have attachments
• 342 added in 2024
• Protecting our members $

Does a Cooperative treat pole attachments differently than an 
investor-owned utility?
• Safety / Risks are the same
• Average pole cost x Total carrying charge (expense) x percent of pole utilized = joint 

attachment fee
• Not regulated
• NRECA / FCC formula

• Followed - not required



East Central Energy



East Central Energy

Pole Attachments as an ISP
• Fiber and Electric Divisions
• Clearance requirements

• ADSS Fiber = 12” below
• Supply space – treated like electric conductor

• Third party attachment = 40” below lowest 
power (ADSS considered lowest power)



East Central Energy

Questions?
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