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MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
ENERGY TRANSITION ADVISORY COMMITTEE
OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA
REGULAR MEETING
HYBRID OF TEAMS AND PHYSICALLY AT THE 
CITY OF OAK PARK HEIGHTS CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

Monday, June 8, 2026

1. Call to Order and Roll Call
The Energy Transition Advisory Committee met in Regular Session and Chair Felber welcomed all in attendance and called the meeting to order at 9:01am at the City of Oak Park Heights City Council Chambers.  Roll call was taken.
	Representing
	Name
	Status

	Voting
	
	

	Senate Majority Appointment
	Grant Hauschild
	Absent

	Senate Minority Appointment
	Karin Housley
	Present

	Speaker of the House Appointment
	Duane Quam 
	Present

	House Minority Appointment
	Larry Kraft
	Absent

	Prairie Island Indian Community Member
	vacant
	

	Impacted Communities - County Representative #1
	Brett Skyles
	Present

	Impacted Communities - Municipal Representative #1
	Marshall Hallock
	Present

	Impacted Communities - County Representative #2
	Gregg Felber
	Present

	Impacted Communities - Municipal Representative #2
	Jacob Rife
	Present

	Impacted Worker at Impacted Facility #1
	Mike Hoppe
	Absent

	Impacted K12 School
	Jeremy Schmidt
	Present

	Impacted Worker at Impacted Facility #2
	Kristin Renskers
	Absent

	Impacted Worker at Impacted Facility #3
	Luke Lallemont
	Present

	Impacted Worker Employed by Company under Contract
	Richard Sackett
	Present

	Professional Economic Development or Workforce Retraining Experience Representative
	Abigail Wozniak
	Present

	Utilities that Operate an impacted Facility #1
	vacant
	

	Utilities that Operate an impacted Facility #2
	Joshua Skelton
	Absent

	Nonprofit Organization with expertise and experience delivering energy efficiency and conservation programs
	Alyssa Eilers
	Present

	Coalition of Utility Cities Representative
	Shane Zahrt
	Present

	
	
	

	Non-Voting
	
	

	Commissioner - Department of Employment and Economic Development (or Designee)
	Matt Varilek
	Present

	Commissioner - Department of Commerce (or Designee)
	vacant
	

	Commissioner - Department of Labor and Industry (or Designee)
	Jeremy Parker
	Absent

	Commissioner - Department of Revenue (or Designee)
	Holly Soderbeck
	Present

	Executive Secretary of the Public Utilities Commission (or Designee)
	Sasha Bergman
	Absent

	Commissioner - Pollution Control Agency (or Designee)
	Frank Kohlasch
	Absent

	Chancellor - Minnesota State Colleges and Universities (or Designee)
	Logan Schrader
	Absent

	Governor (or Designee)
	Nicauris Heredia Rosario
	Absent



DEED Staff also present: Colleen Eddy, Nathan Ratner, Neela Mollgaard and Carla Vita

2. [bookmark: _Hlk207346126]Welcome & Community Transition Power Plant Presentation by City of Oak Park Heights
City of Oak Park Heights City Administrator Jacob Rife, and ETAC Board member, presented on the transition in Oak Park Heights.  Many new businesses are locating in the community.  The community is also updating its City code to make it easier to navigate and to make it current.  The community is working on a third water well.  The other two in the city have PFAS, it is anticipated that this well will have PFAS also.  The City received two grants from DEED – Community Energy Transition grants.  One grant /wasis for work on PFAS removal.  Plans for the new water plant were shown.  The community believes that good water is important to economic development.  

3. Approve February 2026 Minutes – Roll Call
[bookmark: _Hlk198643094]Motion by Sackett, seconded by Skyles to approve the February 2026 minutes.  Roll Call vote passed unanimously.

4.  Legislative Update
a. DEED
Nathan Ratner, DEED Legislative Liaison, presented on the legislative actions that impacted DEED and that impacted communities in transition.  The Jobs bill did not pass.  A bonding bill passed that will impact many community projects in the state.  A conformity bill to reflect the recent Opportunity Zone 2.0 was passed.  The Governor’s office will determine which census tracks will be included in Opportunity Zones.  The legislature also was focused on fraud and worked on bills reflecting this concern.  

Wozniak inquired to any implications from the session.  Ratner indicated that the Governor’s office had some recommendations on social media.  The revenue, if passed, would of funded an AI resilient workforce.  The small business emergency loan relief from the business impacts from Operation Metro Surge did not pass.  DEED also requested language changes to clean up outdated Statutes.  This did not pass.  DEED will ask again in the future.  The goal to be more efficient and improve programs.  

b. Coalition of Utility Cities 
Zahrt stated that some items passed, the House had equal number of representatives.  One item of interest to some impacted communities was/is whether the State should repeal the nuclear moratorium.  This had significant conversation that included with legislation for a study to be conducted by GPI on the potential impacts of a nuclear plant.  The impacts would include nuclear waste storge, co-locating waste with other industries, workforce needs, public acceptance of a new nuclear plant, and a plant at a coal closure community.  Sherburne and Itasca Counties are in support of a study.  The study is to be completed by February 2027 for the legislature to discuss during their next session.  

Zahrt informed that data centers taxation was also discussed.  Sherburne County and Becker were looking for incentives to bring in a data center as a part of their economic development diversification and tax replacement from the loss of their coal plant.  Mekeland introduced the bill as he stated he would do at the last ETAC meeting.  Mekeland’s bill would be only for host communities, this did not pass.  

Discussion on the use of non-disclosure agreements.  This would of impacted elected officials and potentially local staff.  No version of a bill passed, however this matter might come up again.  

Zahrt informed that the tax base impacts from the Electric Generation Aid came up.  It had prematurely phased out communities that need aid like Becker and Itasca County.  This will be a top concern for him to address at the 2027 legislative session.   
 
BDPI, a program that DEED runs to assist communities with infrastructure needs, was also an important request that did not receive additional funding.

Opportunity Zone designations are coming up.  Counties are to provide their top designations of eligible zones to the Governor’s office.

Quam informed that nuclear energy was also brought up during the session.  Many municipalities that have coal have indicated that nuclear might be a replacement.  Small modular nuclear might be a good option.  Zahrt indicated that some host cities and counties have expressed interest in exploring this replacement energy production in their communities.   Zahrt indicated that the legislature asked GPI to provide a report on this matter.  The nuclear study will look at all nuclear types.  Quam informed that this conversation is important to many people that are concerned about brown-puts.  Felber informed that many universities have small modular reactors, for example, in Oklahoma.  These power sources can support the grid, if needed.  

Zahrt informed that a data center in Goodhue County was announced.  Felber informed that sodium reactors are being explored using uranium no longer used in the nuclear power plant process.

5. IRP & Other Utility Updates
a. MN Power
Malissa Bahr, MN Power, provided an update.  They anticipate that the MN PUC will hold a hearing on their IRP in late summer/early fall.  

b. Xcel Energy
Patty Leaf, Xcel Energy, informed that work will start around November 2026 on the 2027-2042 IRP.  Stakeholder meetings will occur in June and July.  Once the docket number is known, she will send to Vita to send to ETAC.  

Leaf also informed that they have an RFP out on firm dispatchable energy.  She informed that energy technology have a lot going on.  

6.  Presentation by Holly Soderbeck, Minnesota Department of Revenue 
Soderbeck, MN Department of Revenue, presented on the tax valuation of property.  She informed on how properties impact the taxes paid based on their valuation.  Property of most property is determined by cities and counties.  The DOR assesses utilities, railroads and pipelines.  This is to ensure an uniform assessment across multiple jurisdictions.  For more information, see MN Rule 8100.  Soderbeck covered, the Pollution Control Exemption, solar and wind production.

7.  Just Transition Fund Updates
a. Presentation by Just Transition Fund
Heidi Binko, CEO of the Just Transition Fund, presented on JTF and funding opportunities for coal plant closure communities.  Two RFPs are currently out with the areas of coverage of workforce and entrepreneurship.  She stated that they are open to ideas and to ask if an idea exists that is not covered with the RFPs.  Non-profits and local government can apply.  Concept letters are due June 12.  If selected to continue, a full proposal will be requested. They plan to announce awardees at the end of July.  

In July they plan to open an RFP on infrastructure.  

JTF other opportunities for coal impacted communities:  Downtown revitalization, Broadband, National Convening, regional gatherings, Quarterly cohort calls, cohort retreats and storytelling.  

JTF is also creating a new grant funding to support State Transition Offices.  

b. Letter of Support request from Impacted Communities
Brian Fleming, Sherburne County, informed that he is working with Otter Tail county, Washington County, Itasca County, and Cook County on a joint JTF application.  The application will be on the Empowered Worked Program that Otter Tail pioneered.  The program tailors services to reduce barriers to employment for people using County services.  The funds would allow Otter Tail to enter the next phase of their work and to test the replicability of the work in the other counties.  Skyles informed that this is a huge opportunity for each county and if selected could be very impactful.

The Committee, by consensus, stated that they will write a letter of support for the grant submission.  

8. ETAC Plan 2026
Vita presented that per State Statute, an ETAC plan is needed to be updated annually.  Last year, the plan saw updates with surveys from the impacted communities to ensure that the plan was current.  Vita did not see any updates from her perspective, but asked the committee on their thoughts.  The three major needs are already in the plan:  funding for Community Energy Transition grants, Electric Transition Generation Aid language change and continuation of ETAC past its sunset June 2027.  

Skyles indicated that no sub-committee is needed and to bring the plan to the board in December for approval.  Committee agreed by consensus.  

9. Updates
a) Emerging Issues Sub-Committee
i) Updates presented by Vita.  
ii) Additional Volunteers to Join.  Sackett volunteered to join  

b) Workforce Sub-committee
As presented.  

c) MN State Colleges and Universities
No memo was presented.  

d) Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
No memo was presented.  

e) Department of Revenue
As presented.  Soderbeck added new update on the Homestead refund,    

f) Department of Labor and Industry 
Memo as presented.

g) Department of Commerce
No memo as presented.

h) Public Utility Commission
Memo as presented.
 
i) Other ETO updates – Vita presented and discussed the report from the Renewable Energy Resources.  

11) Adjourn – Roll Call
Motion by Rife, seconded by Skyles to adjourn the meeting. The motion carried unanimously by roll call vote.  
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