FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
State Competitiveness Fund (SCF) Matching Funds - Round 4 Request for Proposals (RFP) open – rolling basis until funds are reserved
The RFP for Round 4 of the SCF Matching Funds Program is now open for all federal clean energy projects (not just IIJA or IRA programs). 
The Minnesota Department of Commerce is seeking applications for the Minnesota State Competitiveness Fund (SCF), Minn. Stat. § 216C.391, which provides matching funds for eligible entities applying for eligible federal funding opportunities requiring a match.
The SCF Matching Funds Program will enhance the ability of eligible entities, defined in Minn Stat. 216C.391, and Tribal Governments sharing geography within the borders of Minnesota to successfully compete for federal funds by providing matching funds.
This new round reflects an expanded amount of eligible federal awards, beyond the previous restriction of only accepting federal programs funded through the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA, also known as the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, or BIL) and the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA). Projects selected for SCF Matching Funds must demonstrate that the project will help meet the state's clean energy and energy-related climate goals through renewable energy development, energy conservation, efficiency, or energy-related greenhouse gas reduction benefits.
The legislation stipulates the following:
· No single entity may receive grants totaling more than $15,000,000; and,
· At least $75,000,000 of the fund must be allocated for grant awards of less than $1,000,000.
Applications are accepted on a rolling basis until funds are fully reserved. The full Request for Proposals (“RFP”) and required forms are available for download on Commerce’s RFP website at https://mn.gov/commerce/business/rfp.jsp. Applications must be submitted through Commerce’s grant submission portal. A link to the portal and instructions for submitting applications can be found in the RFP.
For more information on the SCF Matching Program: State Competitiveness Matching Funds / Minnesota Department of Commerce - Energy or contact Lori Brown: lori.brown@state.mn.us. 
----------------------------------------------------------------

Solar on Public Buildings RFP open – closes 12/1
The RFP for the next round of Solar on Public Buildings funding is now available for buildings statewide (not just Xcel Energy service territory). 
In 2023 the Minnesota Legislature established the Solar on Public Buildings (SPB) grant program (Minn. Stat. § 216C.377) to provide grants to stimulate installation of solar energy systems on or adjacent to public buildings. The Commerce Department will administer $14.5M in grants to local governments and Tribal Nations, statewide, in any utility service territory. 
Eligible applicants for this grant are local units of government owning and operating public buildings. This includes a county, city, town, or other local government jurisdiction, federally recognized Indian Tribes in Minnesota, excluding school districts eligible to receive financial assistance under the Solar for Schools program (Minn. Stat. § 216C.375) (Minn. Stat. § 216C.377, subd. 1). 
Grants will be awarded for 70% of the project costs for a solar array built on or adjacent to a public building and is the lesser of 40kW system capacity or 120% of the building’s annual energy consumption. Selected proposals are required to file for the 48E Clean Electricity Investment Tax Credit via Direct Pay for project costs not covered by the MN Commerce/SPB grant. 
Visit the Commerce RFP website for the posting and application instructions. 
For questions about the program and application process, email Energy.Contracts@state.mn.us.
For more information on the SPB program: Solar on Public Buildings / Minnesota Department of Commerce - Energy. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Training for Residential Energy Contractors (TREC) Grant Program RFP open - closes 12/31
The TREC program aims to increase the number of skilled residential energy contractors in Minnesota. Two RFPs are open: 1) Tribal set-aside funds and 2) the Contractor Entrepreneurship Pilot program. 
​The Training for Residential Energy Contractors (TREC) grant program was established by Section 50123 of the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA). The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) oversees the administration, requirements, and funding associated with the TREC grant. Minnesota was awarded $2.8 million through November 2028. DOE defines residential energy contractors as businesses, non-profits, and individuals that provide residential energy efficiency, electrification, and other energy services.  
​The Training for Residential Energy Contractors (TREC) Grant was awarded to Minnesota to provide comprehensive training programs to support a growing and skilled residential energy contractor workforce. Minnesota’s approach included solicitation of public input through a Request for Information and an advisory group that will continue to provide feedback throughout the grant term. 
Minnesota will use these funds to achieve the following goals: 
· ​Increase the skills of qualified residential energy contractors to meet the growing demand for energy efficiency upgrades in Minnesota. This demand surge is driven by state and federal rebates, along with increasing consumer interest. 
· ​Address technical gaps and industry best practices in contractor training. 
· ​Support entrepreneurship and business development.   
· ​Integrate workforce pipelines into training program recruitment.  
When and where can I apply? From Monday, October 27, 2025, until Wednesday, December 31, 2025, applications to the Training for Residential Energy Contractors (TREC) grant program will be accepted for eligible applicants throughout Minnesota. The RFP will be posted publicly online on the Department’s RFP page (found at https://mn.gov/commerce/business/rfp.jsp)
Tribal Set-Aside: There is a tribal set-aside portion for about $760k (up to about $69,000 per Tribe). The pre-award application for administrative funding to complete the more detailed application is now open: link. 
Contractor Entrepreneurship Pilot: The remaining TREC funds will support a Contractor Entrepreneurship Pilot (CEP) program. The selected organization(s) will provide business development services and skills training to encourage entrepreneurship and capacity building among residential contractor businesses.​ 
The pilot aims to create lasting outcomes through:  
· Reducing the cost of training contractors and their employees.   
· Providing testing, licensing, certifications, business set up, recruitment.   
· Upskilling current workers and supporting professional growth.   
· Partnership to develop a workforce program that attracts and trains workers to deliver energy efficiency programs.  
For more information on TREC, go to https://mn.gov/commerce/energy/consumer/energy-programs/trec.jsp or contact Emily Beltt: Emily.beltt@state.mn.us. 


TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES
Minnesota Home Energy Training Centers (MNHET) 
Minnesota Home Energy Training (MNHET) is a partnership between the Minnesota Department of Commerce and Center for Energy and Environment (CEE) that recruits, trains, and supports energy efficiency careers across the state. MNHET builds on a nearly 50-year legacy of home energy training and the Weatherization Assistance Program (WAP). MNHET will expand access to high-quality energy training across Minnesota.
With experienced partners in energy efficiency including Fond du Lac Tribal and Community College, The Energy Conservatory, and Slipstream, MNHET delivers cutting-edge building science training and state-of-the-art training facilities for participants at every stage in their energy efficiency careers.
The Minnesota Home Energy Training Centers (MNHET) has launched for the weatherization assistance program (WAP). As the program continues to develop, we will additionally build out a workforce development program for folks outside of the WAP.
For more information, such as course offerings and the training schedule: https://www.mnhet.org or contact Emily Beltt: Emily.beltt@state.mn.us.
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