2020 CHALLENGE PROCESS
Broadband Grant Program

2020 Infrastructure Grant Challenge Process

Applicants for the Border-to-Border Broadband grant program submitted applications by 4:00 p.m. on September 30, 2020, which contained written location information and/or a map of the project area. Under the challenge process outlined in statute (Minn. Stat. 116J.395, subd. 5a), within three days of the close of the grant application process, the Office of Broadband Development (Office) is to post on its web site the proposed geographic project area and the proposed speeds for each project submitted. 
On October 5, 2020, the Office of Broadband Development posted on this website a list of all applicants that have filed for the grant program, the project name, the description (written and/or map depiction and the proposed broadband speeds) of each proposed project.
A challenging provider must submit its challenge no later than 4:00 p.m., November 4, 2020. A provider must include in its challenge information documentation that existing service is available at or above the state speed goals or verification that construction plans are under way and have executive sign-off, budget assigned, etc. for service availability by June 2022 to support that it will provide broadband service at or above the state speed goals to the full project area. If the provider is only challenging a portion of the project area, the provider shall identify the portion challenged at the same level of detail provided in the application and provide the same documentation as for a full project challenge. 
The challenge shall also identify the broadband speed(s) that will be available throughout the challenged portion of the project. For an application from an unserved area, the challenger must document that service is or will be provided at speeds of at least 25Mbps download and 3 Mbps upload. For an application from an underserved area, the challenger must document that service is or will be provided at speeds of at least 100Mbps download and 20Mbps upload. 
Challenge Process Instructions
An entity wishing to challenge an application must do so by 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday, November 4, 2020. Challenges will only be considered from providers that submitted broadband mapping data to Connected Nation for the 2020 data collection. Challenges must be submitted in writing, either via email to deed.broadband@state.mn.us or on a thumb drive to the Office of Broadband Development, Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development, 1st National Bank Building, 332 Minnesota Street, Suite E200, St. Paul, MN 55101-1351. 
A separate challenge must be submitted for each project being challenged and must include the following information:
1. Name of company submitting challenge.
2. Name, title, email and telephone number of authorized person submitting challenge.
3. Name, title, email and telephone number of person whom the Office of Broadband Development can contact with questions (if different than authorized person submitting challenge).
4. Name of applicant and name of project being challenged.
5. Reason for challenge:
A. Challenger currently provides, or commits to provide by June 2022 broadband service to entire project area at speeds of at least 25Mbps download and 3 Mbps upload. 
B. Challenger currently provides, or commits to provide by June 2022, broadband service to entire project area at speeds of at least 100Mbps download and 20 Mbps upload, such that area is served and ineligible for a grant. 
C. Challenger currently provides, or commits to provide by June 2022, broadband service to a clearly defined portion of the project area at speeds of at least 25Mbps download and 3 Mbps upload. 
D.  Challenger currently provides, or commits to provide by June 2022, broadband service to a clearly defined portion of the project area at speeds of at least 100Mbps download and 20 Mbps upload, such that the challenged portion of the application should be considered as served and ineligible for the grant program.
As noted above, a provider must include in its challenge information documentation that existing service is available at or above the state speed goals or verification that the construction plans are under way and have executive sign-off, budget assigned, etc. for service availability by June 2022 to support that it will provide broadband service at or above the state speed goals to the full project area. If the provider is only challenging a portion of the project area, the provider shall identify the portion challenged at the same level of detail provided in the application and provide the same documentation as for a full project challenge. If different reasons apply for different parts of the proposed project, identify the specific reason (A, B, C or D) associated with each specific area of the project being challenged.
Include the download and upload speeds already available, or that will be available by June 2022, to end user locations in each specific area of the project that is being challenged and the technology in use to deliver those speeds.
Include any additional information to support the challenge.
Credible Challenges
Following evaluation of the information contained in the provider’s challenge:
1. The Commissioner will determine whether a challenge is credible. If a challenge is found to be credible, no funding will be awarded to that project or portion of a project as an unserved area.
2. If a credible challenge was submitted for only a portion of a project, the rest of the project will continue through the review process for possible grant award. 
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]DEED will post on its website a list of challenges found to be credible and whether for the full or a portion of the project area. 
4. For each challenge found to be credible, the challenging provider must submit documentation no later than 18 months from the grant award dates for this grant round to the Commissioner substantiating that it has fulfilled its commitment to deploy broadband service to the challenged area at the speeds identified in its challenge. 
5. In its review of whether the provider has met its commitment, DEED may consult with the grant applicant.
