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LINE EXTENSION CONNECTION PROGRAM
Broadband Provider Bidding Information for FAST-TRACK Round 5
INTRODUCTION
The Line Extension Program was established by the 2022 legislature to assist with costly deployment projects that might not occur without public financial assistance. Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes §§ 116J.3951, the Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development (DEED) has the authority to award grants to eligible applicants to extend existing broadband infrastructure to unserved locations.
The Round 5 Line Extension Connection is a FAST-TRACK grant round which aims to efficiently utilize the state's remaining Capital Projects Fund (CPF) allocation by extending existing broadband networks to nearby unserved and underserved locations. The program focuses on connecting eligible locations while facilitating cost-effective and timely deployment of broadband infrastructure.
The objectives of this program are to:
1. Maximize Use of Remaining CPF Funds – Deploy unspent funds from previously awarded CPF projects that were completed under budget.
2. Connect Eligible Locations – Extend broadband service to unserved and underserved locations listed in the state's pre-identified list of CPF-eligible addresses when they are proximal to an existing network.
3. Facilitate Timely Completion – Align project timelines with federal guidelines, requiring project completion by December 31, 2026.
Who Can Apply?
Eligible applicants must meet the following criteria:
1. Internet Service Providers (ISPs) with existing broadband infrastructure near eligible locations.
2. Applicants must demonstrate financial and operational capacity to complete projects by December 31, 2026.
3. Applicants must not have outstanding compliance issues related to previous CPF or other federally funded broadband grants.
Eligible Projects
Projects funded under this program must:
1. Extend broadband access to eligible locations using wireline end-to-end infrastructure.
2. Provide minimum service speeds of 100 Mbps symmetrical.
3. Achieve  completion by December 31, 2026.

How the Line Extension Program Works
The Office of Broadband Development (OBD) has established a portal that allows a person to report that broadband service is unavailable at the physical location of their residence or business. For those without access to the portal, a paper form is available.
Every six months until funds are exhausted, all submissions to the portal are sent to broadband providers for a 10-day review/challenge period.
After the review/challenge ends, OBD has up to 10 days to prepare and notify broadband providers that they can participate in a reverse auction process to submit a bid to OBD to extend the broadband provider’s existing broadband infrastructure to a location where broadband service is currently unavailable.
Bid requirements
Within 30 days, broadband providers can submit their best low bid on single and/or bundled addresses.
Bids must include:
1. A proposal to extend broadband infrastructure to one or more of the addresses on the bid-eligible list at which broadband service is unavailable.
2. The amount of the broadband infrastructure extension's total cost that the broadband provider proposes to pay.
3. The amount of the broadband infrastructure extension's total cost that the broadband provider proposes that the department is responsible for paying.
4. Demonstration of financial, technical, and operational capability including evidence of operating a network for at least two years that provides the speeds and technology as that proposed in the bid.
Within the next 30 days, OBD will evaluate bids and make awards to the providers whose bid presents the lowest cost to the state while demonstrating a good use of state funds.
Round Five (5) Line Extension Program Timeline
· Address is registered in portal
· OBD sends list of addresses to broadband providers in Minnesota (April 7, 2026) 
· Broadband providers notify OBD if they can already serve any of the addresses (April 17, 2026), by emailing the location and indicating what speeds are available to the resident or business and including contact information for how an applicant can subscribe to services and any information on programs that provide discounts or assist a subscriber in paying their monthly bill.  
· Bidding Window Opens (April 22, 2026)
· Broadband providers submit bids by (May 22, 2026)
· OBD selects winning bids (June 2026)
· OBD enters contracts with all winning bidders (June 2026)
· Winning bidders must build the line extension by (December 31, 2026)


Completed bid application and all required supporting documentation – must be submitted using the Line Extension Selection Portal and received by DEED’s Office of Broadband Development on or prior to 1:30 p.m. Friday, May 22, 2026, to be deemed eligible for funding.

Click here for a video tutorial to using the Line Extension Selection Portal 
Funding Availability for the Line Extension Program
As designated in the 2022 legislative session, $15 million of ARPA Capital Projects Funds (CPF) has been authorized as available funding for the Line Extension Program. Approximately $1.2M in CPF funds will be available for this round. Grants issued under the program cannot exceed $25,000 per line extension. The program is to be run as a reverse auction.
Eligible Entities for Reverse Auction
Minnesota broadband providers can participate in the reverse auction and bid to bring high-speed, wireline, broadband of at least 100/100 Mbps symmetric speeds at completion - per ARPA funding requirements, to eligible addresses. Eligible broadband providers can be organized as an incorporated business or partnership, a political subdivision, an Indian tribe, a Minnesota nonprofit organization organized under chapter 317A, a Minnesota cooperative association organized under chapter 308A or 308B, or a Minnesota limited liability corporation organized under chapter 322C for the purpose of expanding broadband access. Eligible entities must also demonstrate financial, technical, and operational capability.
Eligible Project Areas
Locations that currently lack wired broadband service or have actual broadband speeds of less than 100/20 Mbps and are not in an area with an enforceable commitment to build broadband are considered "unserved" and eligible for inclusion in the reverse auction. The location can be a residence or business. Eligible Minnesota broadband providers can bid for specific individual addresses or bundle a group of addresses that they will commit to bringing high-speed, wireline, broadband of at least 100/100 Mbps symmetrical at completion of the project and finish the project by December 31, 2026.
Grant Agreement
The winning bidder can enter into a grant agreement and has the exclusive right to apply the grant to the cost of the broadband infrastructure extension and must finish the project by December 31, 2026. The broadband provider agrees to extend wired broadband infrastructure that delivers speeds of at least 100/100 Mbps symmetrical to each address included in the winning bid, and OBD agrees to pay the state's portion of line extension cost in a grant issued to the broadband provider upon successful completion of the broadband infrastructure extension to each address in the winning bid. 
Bidding Application Deadlines for Round 5
The window to begin submitting Line Extension Bidding Applications opens April 22, 2026. 
Completed bid applications and all required supporting documentation will be submitted to the Office of Broadband Development using Box.
All Line Extension bid applications must be received at DEED on or before the application deadline of May 22, 2026, no later than 1:30 p.m.
Grant award decisions will be announced on a rolling basis in June 2026 (schedule subject to change).

PREPARING A LINE EXTENSION APPLICATION/BID
Grant Application Organizational Format
The Broadband Provider Bidding Package is composed of an 
· Application Form, AND
· Eight Required Attachments
· Bid Sheet
· Project Map(s) in PDF*
· Project Map(s) GIS Shapefile/KMZ/KML (include polylines, connection/access/termination points)
· Affidavit Template
· Audit or Annual Financial Statement – most recent copy from Applicant
· Evidence of Applicant operating a network for at least two years that provides the speeds and technology as that proposed in the bid
· Conflict of Interest Disclosure
· Two Conditional Attachments 
· Evidence of Funding Sources for any matching funds
· Other
All Broadband Provider Bidding Application materials can be found on OBD’s Line Extension webpage. 
Broadband providers needing to request the list of addresses submitted through the portal must contact the Office of Broadband development at deed.broadband@state.mn.us
Completed bid applications and all required supporting documentation must be received by DEED’s Office of Broadband Development on or prior to 1:30 p.m. on May 22, 2026 to be deemed eligible for funding.
For assistance or questions regarding Broadband Provider Bidding Application documents, please contact the Office of Broadband Development at deed.broadband@state.mn.us
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