Minnesota’s Shovel Ready Program
BRAINERD

A Certified Development Site —
Ready for your next project!
ll 34 acres split into 18 lots priced at $66,225/acre or
$1.37 per sqr. ft.
ll Lots are graded and “pad ready”
ll Completed utilities including: transportation, electric,
water, gas, and fiber optic infrastructure.
ll Comprehensive Storm Water Retention Plan allows for
high percentages of impervious surface on the lots.
ll Lots can be easily combined and land is available
adjacent to the site for further expansion or for large
prospects.
ll The City of Brainerd is able to process a sale and the
accompanying permitting request within 3-4 weeks.

For more information on
Brainerd, Minnesota’s Shovel Ready Site, contact:
Jim Gromberg
Business Development Representative
Department of Employment and Economic Development
Jim.Gromberg@state.mn.us
651-259-7436

Sheila Haverkamp
Brainerd Lakes Area Development Executive Corporation
124 N. Sixth St.
Brainerd, MN 56401
218-828-0096
sheila@growbrainerdlakes.org
www.growbrainerdlakes.org

Why Minnesota?
10 GOOD REASONS

Proven Partners

Positively Magnetic

Minneapolis-St. Paul ranks 12th among 363 metropolitan areas
nationwide in economic strength.

Thirteen of the largest private firms in the U.S. are based in
Minnesota: Cargill, Carlson Cos., Schwan Foods, Andersen
Windows, Petters Group Worldwide, Rosen’s Diversified, Holiday
Cos., Taylor, M.A. Mortenson, Buffets, Michael Foods, Genmar
Holdings and Lifetouch.

Minnesota is a leader in renewable energy. Minnesota-based Xcel
Energy is the top purchaser of wind energy in the country, and the
state ranks third nationwide in installed wind energy.
Minnesota ranks fifth nationwide in the 2008 Camelot Index,
based on the economy, health, education, crime, society and
government.

Minnesota firms Ecolab, General Mills and Aveda are among the
world’s most ethical companies, based on industry leadership,
reputation, legal and regulatory systems, and executive
leadership.

Enviable Business Climate

Seventeen Minnesota manufacturing companies are among
the largest in the country by revenue, including 3M, Toro and
Medtronic.

Minneapolis-St. Paul ranked fifth in the country in 2007 for new and
expanded corporate projects (74) in major metro areas.
Five Minnesota micropolitan areas – Alexandria, Brainerd, Mankato,
Fergus Falls and Red Wing – were among the top in the country in
2007 for new and expanded facilities.
Minneapolis, Rochester and St. Cloud were rated among the 100
best places to live and start a company.

Tireless Work Ethic
Minnesota has the third highest labor force participation rate in the
nation at 72.9 percent.
Minneapolis-St. Paul ranks seventh nationwide in brainpower.
Minneapolis-St. Paul ranks sixth among large areas (more than 1
million people) for young professionals (ages 29-44).

A+ Education
Minneapolis-St. Paul ranks 11th among 379 U.S. metropolitan areas
for education.
Minnesota ranks first in the country in the share of math teachers
in grades 7 to 12 (86 percent) and third in the portion of science
teachers (89 percent) in the same grades.
Minnesota ranks first in academic achievement. The state also
ranks fourth in government funding (federal, state and local) for
education.

Rock Solid Foundation
Minneapolis-St. Paul ranks fifth nationally for transportation
infrastructure.
Minnesota-based airline Sun Country earned the highest score in
customer satisfaction among all airlines in 2007.

Growing Global
The Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport is the 14th largest
airport in North America by passenger traffic (35.1 million people
annually).
Minnesota manufactured exports reached a record $16.2 billion in
2007, an increase of 6.5 percent from the previous year. The state’s
top markets were Canada, China and Ireland.

World-Class Support Services
In 2007, Minnesota firms received $427.1 million in venture funding,
ranking 15th nationwide and second in the Midwest.
Minnesota surpassed other Midwest states in venture capital
investment per capita ($82) in 2007, ranking eight nationwide.
Venture capital investment in Minnesota in 2007 ($427.1 million)
was nearly double the amount in 2003 ($217.0 million).

Living the Good Life

Matchless Innovation
Minneapolis is the 11th “most wired city” in the country.

Minnesota is among the healthiest states, ranking among the top
five states since 1996 and in the top three since 2006.

Between 2002 and 2006, Minnesota registered 2,333 patents in
medical devices, ranking second among all states.

Minnesota is the fourth most livable state in the country, based on
44 indicators such as crime rate, unemployment and income.

Between 2002 and 2006, Minnesota had more registered patents
for surgery devices than 10 developed countries combined
(Germany, Sweden, Israel, the Netherlands, France, Japan, Canada,
Italy, the United Kingdom and Australia).

Minnesota’s per capita personal income in 2007 ($41,034) ranked
11th nationwide.
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