
Office of Broadband Development
Weekly BEAD Office Hours

January 28, 2025



Updates

• The Pre-Qualification portal opened yesterday, January 27 and will close February 27. Registration 
information and guides on using the portal are available on: mn.gov/deed/programs-
services/broadband/bead/. 

If you have any technical questions on the portal, please email mnhelpdesk@ready.net

• Resources continue to be added to this webpage, including:

• The list of BEAD eligible locations were approved by NTIA on January 17, 2025 and were 
posted last week

• BEAD applicant resources were added, including a Pre-Qualification Guidance, BEAD Draft 
Contract Agreement, and a BEAD Grantor Portal User Guide 

• New BEAD Frequently Asked Questions were added January 23, on the BEAD Subgrantee 
selection process, Pre-Qualification process, and an updated FAQ is available on general BEAD 
questions. FAQs will be updated regularly throughout Pre-Qualification and Subgrantee 
selection. If you have a question about the BEAD program in Minnesota, please email those to 
deed.broadband@state.mn.us.
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https://mn.gov/deed/programs-services/broadband/bead/
https://mn.gov/deed/programs-services/broadband/bead/
https://mn.gov/deed/programs-services/broadband/bead/
mailto:mnhelpdesk@ready.net
https://mn.gov/deed/assets/bead-eligible-locations_tcm1045-664474.xlsx
https://mn.gov/deed/assets/pre-qualifications-guidance_tcm1045-663372.pdf
https://mn.gov/deed/assets/grant-contract-agreement-template_tcm1045-666272.pdf
https://mn.gov/deed/assets/grant-contract-agreement-template_tcm1045-666272.pdf
https://mn.gov/deed/assets/bead-portal-user-guide_tcm1045-666731.pdf
https://mn.gov/deed/programs-services/broadband/bead/#4
mailto:deed.broadband@state.mn.us
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BEAD Timeline in Minnesota

*March 10—April 7:
Subgrantee selection 
subround 11a:  Fiber 
projects only and 
applicant proposes 
project area

October 3:
Deadline for the 
BEAD Final 
proposal to be 
submitted to 
NTIA for its 
approval

October 3, 2024:
BEAD Volume 2 
Approved

December 2024:
Final List of BEAD 
Eligible locations 
submitted to 
NTIA

January—February 2025: 
January 17: NTIA approved 
final list of BEAD locations
 

Jan. 27—February 27:
Pre-Qualification process 
for BEAD in Minnesota

*April 23—May 21: 
OBD defined project 
areas posted.

Subgrantee 
selection subround 
11b: Applications 
accepted for all 
technologies by 
OBD project area

*June 19-July 10: 
Remaining OBD 
defined project 
areas posted.

Subgrantee 
selection 
subround 11c

*July 10-Sept. 3:
OBD finalizes list of 
selected 
subgrantees, 
commissioner 
approval, public 
comment period

*Future date tentative

May 29, 2024: 
BEAD Volume 1 
Approved

July—November 
2024: BEAD 
Challenge Process
 



OBD BEAD Office Hours

OBD weekly office hours on Tuesdays 11am, until April 1, 2025. 
Register through links below, and on the OBD BEAD webpage. Office hours will not be 
recorded, unless otherwise noted, but materials from each week will be posted online. 
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• February 4, register here
• February 11, Instead of office hours, OBD will be 

offering in collaboration with the Department of 
Labor and Industry (DLI) a webinar on the new 
Safety-qualified Underground 
Telecommunications Installer Program. Register 
here to attend and visit the DLI webpage to learn 
more about the program. 

• February 18, register here
• February 25, register here
• March 4, register here
• March 11, register here
• March 18, register here
• March 25, register here
• April 1, register here

https://mn.gov/deed/programs-services/broadband/bead/
https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/7d041b15-5f89-41bf-84a3-1b784980ab71@eb14b046-24c4-4519-8f26-b89c2159828c
https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/bb43765d-6cf7-4ba2-8f76-54d87fe38a91@eb14b046-24c4-4519-8f26-b89c2159828c
https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/bb43765d-6cf7-4ba2-8f76-54d87fe38a91@eb14b046-24c4-4519-8f26-b89c2159828c
https://dli.mn.gov/broadband
https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/fd552c96-5719-4507-bdf0-b5cecd4b8a13@eb14b046-24c4-4519-8f26-b89c2159828c
https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/91c79f14-6052-43b0-b2ec-1317252ec9a8@eb14b046-24c4-4519-8f26-b89c2159828c
https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/bdb0e072-63be-4481-923e-3b39cdc0047f@eb14b046-24c4-4519-8f26-b89c2159828c
https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/6baf321b-729d-4241-8c33-887affa81e9c@eb14b046-24c4-4519-8f26-b89c2159828c
https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/04595e35-82b2-4d20-80d9-feb17a6a0143@eb14b046-24c4-4519-8f26-b89c2159828c
https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/4461f729-6031-4db1-a8c4-f2340006da35@eb14b046-24c4-4519-8f26-b89c2159828c
https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/029df085-5966-4ede-90fe-2c59ebfbc14c@eb14b046-24c4-4519-8f26-b89c2159828c


BEAD Grantor Portal Demonstration
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