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Frequently Asked Questions
Border to Border Broadband Grant Program (revised for 2020)
Project Area Questions:

1. What areas are eligible for grant funding--those unserved at 25 Mbps download and 3 Mbps upload or those underserved at 100 Mbps download and 20 Mbps upload? 
Both areas are eligible for the Border to Border Broadband Development grant program. Underserved is defined as having wired service of at least 25Mbps download and 3Mbps upload but less than 100Mbps download and 20 Mbps upload. The definition for unserved remains at the FCC definition of not having broadband service of at least 25Mbps download and 3Mbps upload, and via a wired connection. As a starting point for determining eligibility, an interactive map is available on our website at Minnesota Map. Individual county maps are also available in PDF format at https://mn.gov/deed/programs-services/broadband/maps/county-maps.jsp . 
2. Can a grant application be filed that includes both unserved and underserved areas?
Yes, an application can request a grant for both unserved and underserved areas. The application must separately identify the location count for each and the projected improvement in broadband service. 
3. Will service provided by wireless carriers be considered in determining areas eligible for this grant program?
No. The law that establishes the parameters of the grant provides that any area unserved or underserved is eligible and defines those areas in regard to availability of a wireline service. 
4. Should applicants include information to support claims that the maps may not be accurate? 
The maps will be a primary tool in determining the eligibility of an area for the grant program but we will work with any region that identifies discrepancies in the maps to correct the information. We encourage anyone that sees inaccuracies on the map to contact our office as soon as possible so any corrections can be made prior to an application being submitted.



5.  Does the project area need to be contiguous or should separate applications be filed for each discreet area?
The project may include areas that are not adjacent to each other. Alternatively, an applicant can elect to submit an application for each project they wish to have considered for the grant program. The applicant and any project partners can decide.
6. Can a portion of a larger project be considered a "project" for which matching grant funds may be requested? In that situation, if allowed, would the financial feasibility of completing the entire project be what is reviewed? 
Only areas qualifying as un- or underserved are eligible for grant funding. However, an applicant may choose to present information on a larger project area to demonstrate context and sustainability of the proposal. 
7. How can the shape files for the unserved, underserved and served areas be accessed?

The shape files are available on the interactive map at Minnesota Map. On the transitional map, directly under the map, click on downloads. A drop down menu will appear and you can access the shapefiles under the “2020 Infrastructure Grant Eligibility Coverage” link. 

Project Documentation Questions:

8. Does an applicant have to document that it contacted all broadband providers in writing that serve in the proposed project area and ask each provider for their plans to upgrade service in that area?

Yes, this was a new requirement in 2016 and continues to be required in law. If an application does not include the required documentation, it will not be considered for a grant award. Our office has made available templates for the letter and the provider response to assist in implementing this component of the grant application process. The templates are in the application instructions at pages 29 and 30. For this process, you should contact the broadband providers by email and copy our office at deed.broadband@state.mn.us. The application instructions include specific contact information for some of the largest broadband providers in Minnesota. If you need assistance identifying broadband providers for your proposed project or the email address for that provider, please contact our office at 651/259-7610 or deed.broadband@state.mn.us.
9. For the grant application, is it the entity applying for the grant that had to issue the pre-application letter or can a partner send the letter?

The law at Minn. Stat. 116J.395, subd. 5 (9) reads: “evidence that no later than six weeks before submission of the application the applicant contacted, in writing, all entities providing broadband service in the proposed project area to ask for each broadband service providers’ plan to upgrade broadband service in the project area…” Therefore, by law, the applicant is the entity that had to do the pre-application notifications. It would be possible to have an application with co-applicants and then have the state contract with just one of the co-applicants (the provider partner or the local government). 
10. How long do the existing providers have to respond to these pre-application inquiries?
The law does not provide a timeline for the existing providers to respond. However, we are recommending that existing providers respond within ten business days/two weeks. That schedule should allow existing providers time to prepare responses, recognizing they may have several inquiries to respond to, while still enable a potential applicant time to consider the response and decide whether to finish completing their application for submission.
11. If an incumbent telephone company is submitting an application and is the only wired broadband provider in proximity to the project area, who do they need to contact at least six weeks prior to submitting their application?
The incumbent telephone company applicant should submit information, such as a screen shot from the interactive map available on the Office of Broadband website, showing that there are no cable, fiber or DSL providers in or near the project area other than the incumbent. If there are broadband providers near the project area, those providers should be contacted.
12. If we have an existing cable or telephone company in our project area that does not currently offer broadband service, so that they are not included on the map or on the list of broadband providers by county, should we contact them to see if they have plans to deploy broadband service in our project area.
Yes, you should. Generally the wired broadband options in a location are the incumbent telephone company and/or the cable company. So, while they may not currently offer broadband service, it is possible they have plans to upgrade their facilities to do so, and that information should be considered by the potential applicant.
13. What happens, if as a result of the pre-application notification, an applicant decides to change the footprint of its project area?
The law requires that an applicant notify in writing all existing broadband providers in the proposed project area at least six weeks prior to submitting an application. An applicant could decide to submit an application for a portion of the project area that was included in the pre-application notification. An application could not be submitted for a project that includes areas that were not a part of the project identified in the pre-application notification.


14. If the response from an existing broadband provider to a pre-application notification overstates the speeds that are actually available, will DEED reject the existing provider’s objection to the proposed project?

At this point in the process, the pre-application notification required by statute to be submitted by August 19 (six weeks prior to submitting an actual grant application) has been met. If an application for this project is submitted by the September 30, 2020 4:00 p.m. deadline, our office will post information on it and all applications filed by October 5. Challenges to the proposed grant projects will be due by 4:00 p.m. on November 4, 2020. After that time, our office will review and determine whether a challenge is credible. If you have documentation to support the actual speeds available, you may want to include that information in your application.
15.  What level of detail is required for the engineering design and diagrams for the project? 
The engineering design and diagrams for the project should be adequate to support the requested grant amount, that the service will reach all locations within the project area, and demonstrate the reasonableness of the timeline for the project's completion. When working with an engineer in preparing a proposal, an applicant will want to ask for budgetary design documents as opposed to construction documents, which will only be necessary should the project move to the construction phase. 
16.  Do applicants for the state infrastructure grant program have to include a voice component in the services they plan to provide? If not mandatory, will additional points be awarded if an applicant includes a voice product?
Voice service is not a mandatory component of the state’s program. There are also no specific scoring criteria that would award points for providing voice service. That said, an applicant could make a case for the idea that offering voice or triple-play creates a more robust and sustainable business case. The applications will be scored for evidence of sustainability factors. (If an applicant elects to include a voice service, keep in mind that costs incurred to include the voice component that are not necessary for provisioning broadband service are not eligible costs for purposes of the grant program.)
17. How important is it to document service to Community Anchor Institutions (CAIs) since most of these are already served?  
Service to community anchor institutions is not a grant requirement. However, applicants should look for these opportunities if they exist within the project area. An application should document any instances where a community anchor institution will receive new or upgraded service.  If the services provided by a community anchor institution will be made more accessible by the project being proposed, that should also be noted. Information on significant community institutions that will benefit from the proposed project, the provision of new or substantially upgraded broadband service to important community institutions, and evidence of strong support for the project are all areas that the law indicates should be considered.
18. Is there a list of community anchor institutions available from Minnesota or do we determine on our own what and how many there are?

We do have a layer that provides locations for community anchor institutions on the interactive map available here: Minnesota Map   
The USDA ReConnect program also made available lists of community anchor institutions that you may want to review. Those can be found on the ReConnect site at https://www.usda.gov/reconnect/eligible-area-map-datasets  If you have local knowledge of community anchor institutions that are not on the map or in the ReConnect data set, you may also  list those (by name and address).
19.  What does scalable to 100 Mbps download and upload mean? 
An applicant must provide documentation by the manufacturer or certified by an engineer that the systems being purchased using grant dollars are capable of being scaled to offer 100Mbps service. This does not mean that 100Mbps service must be offered at the time construction is complete. The requirement is that the service that is offered at the time the network adds initial subscribers meets state minimum speed goals of 25Mbps download and 3Mbps upload for an application for an unserved area and 100Mbps download and 20 Mbps upload for an application for an underserved area. Points will be awarded for higher speed service availability.
20.  In order to qualify for Border-to-Border Broadband development dollars, does a project need to be wired access only or would a high speed wireless provider qualify if it met the speed goals defined by the grant?

The statute that created the grant fund defines eligible expenditures as “the acquisition and installation of middle-mile and last-mile infrastructure that support broadband service scalable to speeds of at least 100 megabits per second download and 100 megabits per second upload.” To meet this requirement, the grant application (at question 4.7) asks for a demonstration that the installed infrastructure is scalable to speeds of at least 100 Mbps download and 100 Mbps upload and that the information must be certified by the manufacturer or a professional engineer. Any technology that meets this standard will be considered eligible.
21. At question 4.6 of the application, engineering designs, diagrams and maps that show the proposed project must be certified by a Professional Engineer (PE). Would a letter from the PE verifying that the proposed project does meet all the requirements be sufficient or do all designs, maps, etc. need to have the PE stamp?

The budgetary plan as a whole needs to have evidence that a certified engineer/designer has reviewed them, but each page of the application in support of the design and infrastructure does not have to be certified individually.


22. Do applicants need to consider State Historic Preservation Act (SHPA) or environmental reviews in preparing their applications?
Applicants are responsible for addressing SHPA and environmental requirements. The application will include questions to ensure that the applicant is addressing these issues as they relate to the proposed project. Additional information is available on our website at http://mn.gov/deed/programs-services/broadband/grant-program/index.jsp 
23.  Does the applicant need to be the owner of the infrastructure that is built with the grant dollars? 
The applicant does not need to be the owner of the infrastructure that is built with the grant dollars. However, the applicant must be in close partnership with the entity that would own the network and offer the services in order to provide the documentation and service commitments required by the application. The applicant will be entering into a grant agreement and committing to all grant requirements. It is recommended that if the applicant is different than the entity constructing and owning the network that a formal contract be drawn up between the partner entities. 
24. If an applicant will build and own the network but have a provider partner operate and provide service over the network, what type of documentation is needed to demonstrate that partnership? 

In addition to listing the provider partner on the cover page of the application, a lease agreement between the applicant and the provider partner should be included with the application as documentation of the partnership. The lease agreement can be contingent upon receipt of the grant funding, the network being built, etc. but provides the demonstration needed to respond to several other questions in the application (speed tiers and pricing structure, specific pricing information, documentation that service will be offered for at least five years, financial plan, project schedule, etc.). 
25.  Does question 3.3 refer just to the financing for the project area for the purposes of the application and not to a larger project area that may be planned in conjunction with the project proposed for purposes of grant funding?  
 
This question refers to the status of the financing for the project being applied for and not any additional phases that may be in the works.
26. Can designation as an Opportunity Zones be used to demonstrate that an area is economically distressed?

Yes, DEED will accept designation as an Opportunity Zone as an indication that an area is an economically disadvantaged area.


27. How can a county help support a grant application?

Letters of support and/or resolutions of support for a grant application are the cornerstone of a strong application.  Letters of support from townships, community anchor institutions, residents and businesses, as well as County Commissioners are strongly encouraged for inclusion in a grant application.
The 2020 grant application scoring also rewards capital contributions from local government and businesses as further evidence of the very strong interest level of the community for improved high-speed infrastructure deployment. 
28. Our client intends to submit an application for a Fiber-to-the-Premises (FTTP) network deployment. Question 4.17 on the application is, Will any additional equipment be required – or any separately chargeable service installation elements apply – to activation or turn-up of individual customer locations?  As part of the FTTP network architecture, fiber drop cables need to be placed from the mainline fiber cable route to each of the subscriber locations.  In some cases, these fiber drops are relatively short (less than 100 feet).  In other cases, they can be extremely long (greater than 1,000 feet).  Therefore, the cost to install a fiber drop cable may vary greatly.  If the applicant charges customers a fee based on how long the drop to the home would be, does that disqualify them from the program?  Is it acceptable to charge a fee to customers with excessively long drops? 

In prior years, the Border-to-Border broadband grant program has encouraged applicants to incorporate the costs associated with FTTP customer drops as part of the budget for their overall FTTP broadband grant application – all to reflect the very strong value of establishing high-speed service connectivity during the grant contract period.  However, there have been a couple of awarded grants where the grant program has allowed some costs to be assessed to end user customers for very long customer drops. 
For this year’s grant applications, we will require the following on any applications that wish to assess supplemental customer contributions for very long drops:
· The application must clearly indicate in Section 4.17 that the applicant intends to assess an end user charge for installation of lengthy customer drops.
· The application must also state the basis for that charge (i.e.; how will the charge be calculated – such as $XX per foot after XXX feet of drop).
· The application should also state whether there is a cap for the potential charge and the dollar amount of the cap.
· Finally, the application should state how the applicant intends to communicate this charge information to potential customers in the proposed grant area if their grant application is ultimately awarded; and how it will communicate the information to any funding partner entities.  That communication must occur no later than after an awarded grant and prior to construction and installation of the proposed project.

With regard to whether the assessment of supplemental charges for excessively lengthy drops will disqualify an application from consideration, no it will not.  However, it may affect scoring of that application if it compares less favorably than the proposed terms associated with other submitted applications.
29. If we were awarded a grant, we would be setting up a taxable subsidiary.  Is it ok to use the company’s current Tax ID number for the application or do we need to create the subsidiary now and use that new Tax ID on the application? 

As part of the grant application, you will need to establish a State of Minnesota Vendor Number, as well as provide Tax Identification Numbers for both State and Federal government entities.  Please refer to Section 6, page 21, of our 2020 grant application instructions.  The Vendor Number should correlate to the subsidiary that would be the correct entity for future reimbursement of eligible expenditures. Therefore, we recommend that the separate subsidiary be established now in the event that your application is accepted and a grant is awarded later this year.
30. Is it ok to answer the questions right on the application and make note to attachments or would you prefer it totally retyped?

Yes, you may answer the questions right on the application template. Please identify any attachments as an attachment number the same as the specific correlating question, example: labeling a map attachment to your answer for Section 2.2 as Appendix 2.2.
31. Section 1.6 refers to Applicant Eligibility – what is being asked for there?
 
Section 1.6 asks what specific statutory entity you are that makes you eligible for the grant.  If you look on the “Grant Instructions” link on our website, you will see the following Minnesota statutory description for Section 1.6:
Eligible applicants for this program are:  (1) an incorporated business or partnership; (2) a political subdivision; (3) an Indian tribe; (4) a Minnesota nonprofit organized under chapter 317A; (5) a Minnesota cooperative association under chapter 308A or 308B; or (6) a Minnesota limited liability corporation organized under chapter 322B for the purpose of expanding broadband access.
Select the type of eligible applicant you are and enter that under question 1.6.
32. Can information an applicant wishes to keep trade secret/proprietary be protected?

Financial statements may be identified and filed as “Confidential Information” and must be appropriately marked as confidential when submitted. Any confidential information should also be identified as a separate file on the application USB drive.
33. If an applicant will be submitting multiple applications, is a separate USB drive required for each project?

Yes, please provide a separate USB drive for each application submitted.
34. Do all documents submitted on the USB drive need to be in Word format?
The USB drive will have the “base document” of the application in Microsoft Word, along with other PDF files, appendices, and map, as well as the .shp/.kml/.kmz file for the detailed version of the map.
Project Financial Questions:

35. What costs are eligible for the grant program?
The grant program is to support infrastructure costs such as costs related to project planning, obtaining construction permits, purchase and/or construction of facilities (middle mile and/or last mile), and installation and testing of the equipment used to provide broadband service including facilities to bring the service to the home. Costs related to providing video service or voice service that are not necessary to be incurred to provide broadband service are not eligible infrastructure costs for purposes of the grant program.
36. Are tower costs eligible infrastructure costs?
The cost of a tower necessary to provision the broadband service proposed in the grant application would be an eligible cost. The intent of the grant program is not to fund duplicative infrastructure, so please include in your application justification of the necessity for the infrastructure you propose to build.
37.  What type of “planning costs” are eligible costs for the grant program?

As clarification, project planning costs eligible for the grant program would include those costs specifically related to planning for the project’s network design and engineering. Feasibility studies, general business plans, etc. would not be considered project planning costs for purposes of the grant program. Please keep in mind that only costs incurred after the award is announced and the contract with the state is fully executed are eligible.
38. How are the grant funds, once awarded, made available?
If an applicant is selected for an award, the applicant will submit invoices (dated on or after the date the contract was fully executed) and DEED will reimburse at the percentage level of the grant amount awarded until the full amount of the grant has been paid out. For example, if an applicant was awarded a grant totaling $250,000 which was for 50 percent of the eligible project costs, then an applicant would submit invoices for the eligible expenses and receive reimbursement equaling 50 percent of the invoice amounts until a total of $250,000 was paid by the state.
39.  Would the costs incurred by a broadband provider to maintain the new infrastructure be considered an eligible cash match, especially if the costs were ensued during the grant period?
The purpose of the grant program is to assist in the costs of deploying the middle mile or last mile network. Ongoing maintenance costs would not be eligible costs under the grant program.


40. Is a local government match required?
No, but public/private partnerships are encouraged and additional points will be awarded if there is a verified financial commitment from a community partner. Also, note that projects that request less than the 50% allowed for state grants are awarded extra points. 

41. If there is a financial partner for a grant project, is the maximum amount that can be requested in the grant application 50% of the eligible costs up to $5M or is it 50% of the costs that remain after the financial partner’s contribution is deducted?

The grant amount requested cannot exceed 50% of the eligible costs and $5 million. For example, if you have a project with eligible costs of $100,000 and you have a financial partner that will contribute $20,000 towards the eligible costs, you can request up to $50,000 in your grant application. The result would be $20,000 from financial partner, $30,000 from the applicant, and $50,000 grant request. Keep in mind that under this scenario, points would not be awarded for requesting less than 50% of the eligible costs. If the grant request were modified to $20,000 from the financial partner, $35,000 from the applicant and $45,000 in a grant request, then the request would be 45% of the total eligible costs and 3 points would be awarded. Similarly, if the financial partner contributed $20,000, the applicant contributed $50,000 and the grant request was for $30,000, then ten points would be awarded as the grant request was for 30% of the eligible project costs.
42.  Can bonding be used as a source of funding towards the match required for the grant program?

Applicants/application partners should consult with their own financial advisors and bond counsel for advice on using bonds towards the project match. If bonds will be used, for purposes of the application, supporting documentation should include a letter from the local government administrator that bond counsel have been consulted and find this method of financing appropriate, the type of bond that will be used, and the amount (and that the amount is within the local government’s limits for this type of funding). The letter should also address that there are no foreseen obstacles that would prevent the local government entity from moving forward with a bond process should the grant be awarded and then include the estimated timeframe for a bonding process (and also include this information in the application timeline). This letter would be in conjunction with the local governing body’s resolution in support of the project and financial commitment. Should the match include debt, application reviewers will also look for evidence that the business model adequately accounts for the repayment of that debt, should it be required.
43.  Can an RUS loan or ACAM funding be considered for the match?

The legislation is agnostic on match. The intent was to allow any legal source of funds. An RUS loan or ACAM funding can be used towards the match, just ensure that the appropriate information is included in the application.
44. Can costs incurred for building out ineligible components of a proposed project area be considered as matching funds for the grant program? 
No, only un- or underserved locations and infrastructure related costs are eligible for support under the broadband grant program and only eligible costs incurred to serve those areas should be counted towards the cost for which up to a 50 percent match may be requested.
45. Will DEED award all of the $20 million appropriated by the legislature for 2020 in this grant award period?
Yes, DEED anticipates that this grant round will be very competitive and intends to award the amount appropriated for this fiscal year in one round.
46. How would any grant award be treated for tax purposes? 
The Department of Revenue’s response to this question is prefaced with the disclaimer that they do not give advice on federal tax questions and that their response is not binding on the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). The Minnesota Department of Revenue’s response is that to the extent grants are awarded under the broadband infrastructure grant program to a for-profit corporate recipient, that recipient could exclude the grant from gross income but only if they reduced their depreciable basis in the broadband system by the amount of the grant they received.   In other words, they could exclude it now but they will have smaller deductions later. It was also advised that each recipient should check with their accountants and legal counsel because each circumstance is different. 

47. Can you clarify the definition of what is last mile and middle mile infrastructure?
Minn. Stat. 116J.394 includes definitions for last mile and middle mile as follows:
(e) “Last-mile infrastructure” means broadband infrastructure that serves as the final leg connecting the broadband service providers’ network to the end-use customer’s on-premises telecommunications equipment.
(f) “Middle-mile infrastructure” means broadband infrastructure that links a broadband service provider’s core network infrastructure to last-mile infrastructure.
Last Mile: The last mile is the portion of the network infrastructure that carries signals from the backbone network to and from the home or business. Depending on network design and density of the area served, the actual distance of the last mile can be relatively short or may be considerably longer than a mile.
Middle Mile: The portion of the telecommunications network that connects a network operator’s core network to the local network (last mile) plant. Middle mile facilities provide fast, large capacity connections and can range from a few miles to a few hundred miles. They are often fiber, but microwave links may be used.
48. Can an applicant use its own employees to trench in fiber and have that cost included towards the grant amount? 
Invoices may be submitted for all eligible expenses, regardless of who provides the product or service. Note that this would be similar to a company's own engineers designing the project. For trenching in fiber, if for the middle mile portion of construction, keep in mind that prevailing wage rates apply.
49. If both middle mile and last mile facilities are in a trench, and the grant request is $200,000 or greater so that prevailing wage requirements apply to the middle mile piece, how should the prevailing wage provisions apply?
If there are any middle mile facilities placed in the trench, prevailing wage provisions should be applied to all costs for the trenching.
50. Would an applicant be eligible to receive more than $5 million in grant funding if multiple applications are submitted and the funds are awarded to different projects in different geographic locations around the state?

Yes. The statute indicates that no one grant project can be awarded an amount that exceeds $5 million [Minn. Stat. 116J.395, subd. 7(b)]. There is no limitation in the law regarding the amount awarded to one entity with multiple projects. Please keep in mind that there is only $20 million available in this grant round and the Commissioner has to endeavor to award grants to qualified applicants in all regions of the state.

51. How will the Border-to-Border Broadband grant program take into account federal funding opportunities, including the FCC’s Rural Digital Opportunities Fund (RDOF) auction slated to begin October 29, 2020?

OBD has engaged in conversations with several entities that have previously participated in the Border-to-Border broadband grant program, as well as staff from the FCC, to determine the best way to manage the state’s grant program given the known and potential federal funding available. Based on those conversations, the Border-to-Border Broadband Infrastructure grant program will proceed independently and according to state law. Factors that potential Border-to-Border Broadband Infrastructure applicants may want to keep in mind include:
· Areas eligible for state grant funding are those areas that are either unserved (do not have wired broadband service of at least 25Mbps download and 3Mbps upload) or underserved (have service of at least 25/3 but do not have a wired service of at least 100Mbps download and 20Mbps upload) as identified on the state broadband maps (or through supplemental information provided) and that are not credibly challenged.
· The FCC’s Rural Digital Opportunities Fund has a quiet period when applicants are prohibited from discussing their bids. To ensure that an RDOF bidder that is also submitting a state grant application does not compromise their ability to participate in Auction 904, the
state grant application will not ask, and we do not want applicants to include, any information related to RDOF.
· DEED will perform its usual internal review and scoring of the filed applications.
· Border-to-Border grant awards are not expected to be announced until after the FCC announces the areas that will be served with RDOF funding. In deciding which projects should be awarded state grant funding, information on any federal funding announced prior to the state announcement will be considered. 
· An applicant for a Border-to-Border Broadband Infrastructure grant should not assume in its bids during Auction 904 that it will be awarded state funding. 
· If a state grant applicant wishes to modify or remove its application from consideration for a state grant based on the outcome of Auction 904 that will be allowed and should be done within three days of the conclusion of Auction 904. (Keep in mind that any modification in project size can only be for a project area smaller than what was included in the original application.)

Challenge Process Questions:
52. How will the challenge process work in 2020?

The challenge process is spelled out in law but in summary, it will be conducted as follows:
· Within three days of the application period closing, OBD will publish on its website the proposed project area and proposed broadband service speeds for each application submitted. 
· A broadband provider serving in or near the proposed project has 30 days to submit a challenge to an application. The challenge must contain the following information: that the provider currently provides or has begun construction to provide broadband service to the proposed project area at speeds that meet or exceed the state speed goal; and the provider commits to complete construction and provide service in the proposed project area at speeds equal to or greater than the state speed goal no later than 18 months after the grant awards are announced (this would be July 2022 if the awards are announced in January 2021).
· Information in the challenge will be evaluated and if found credible, no funding will be awarded to that application.
If funding is denied for an application because it was challenged, and the challenging provider does not fulfill its commitment to provide broadband service in the project area, challenges from that provider will not be considered for the subsequent two grant cycles, unless the reason the provider was unable to fulfill its commitment was outside of the providers control.


53. For a provider to submit a challenge, the law states that they must provide service in the proposed project area at speeds equal to or greater than the state speed goal in Minnesota Statutes 237.012, subdivision 1. There are two speeds listed in that subdivision, which one will be applied?

For an application from an underserved area, the challenging provider would have to demonstrate that it will provide service of at least 100Mbps download and 20Mbps upload as service would already be available at speeds of at least 25Mbps download and 3Mbps upload. For an application from an unserved area, the challenging provider must commit to providing service of at least 25Mbps download and 3Mbps upload. 

54. If an application is denied due to a credible challenge, and the challenging provider does not deploy service at the speeds or within the timeline required, what recourse is available to the applicant?

If the project area remained eligible for any future grant application rounds, the applicant could resubmit an application for a project for that area.
55. If an application is submitted and a portion of the project area is successfully challenged, is the entire application denied?
As a general rule, we would ask the applicant if they wanted their application to be considered for grant funding with the successfully challenged portion of the project removed from the project area. If they did, we would also ask them to identify the costs that had been included for serving that portion of the project and have them remove it from the total eligible project costs and grant request amount. Because of the high volume of applications we generally receive for this grant, we will only ask applicants that have submitted an application that has scored high enough to warrant further consideration for the smaller project area.
56. Will a challenger have to provide detailed maps of where it does or will provide high-speed broadband service as part of its challenge?
The law requires that the information submitted in a provider’s challenge be evaluated by DEED to determine if the challenge is credible. As part of that evaluation, a challenger will have to submit to DEED detailed information as to where and when it will be providing broadband service at the state speed goal for each challenged project. The detailed information could be in the form of maps or location addresses. 
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57.  Are applicants that previously received broadband infrastructure grants eligible to apply for funds in the 2020 grant round?
Yes, any eligible entity may apply for a grant in 2020.
58. Will the scoring criteria be available online?
Information on the selection criteria is included as part of the application material. New legislative language in 2016 required the Commissioner of DEED to have published on DEED’s website at least 30 days prior to the application period opening, the specific criteria and any quantitative weighting scheme or scoring system that will be used to evaluate or rank applications and award grants. That information was posted 30 days before the application window opened.
59.  Will there be balanced geographic distribution of grants?
Yes, the law establishing the grant program requires that the Commissioner endeavor to award grants to qualified applicants in all regions of the state.
60.  What will be the process to ensure geographical dispersion of the grant projects?
All applications that are submitted and meet the initial eligibility criteria will go through the scoring and review process. That process will include tracking the location of the project within the state. The projects selected to receive a grant award will include consideration of the statutory directive that the Commissioner endeavor to award grants to qualified applicants in all regions of the state.
61.  Who makes the final decision on the grant recipients?
The Commissioner of the Department of Employment and Economic Development will select grant recipients.
62. Do projects that will complete over one construction season score higher than those that take the full two years to complete?
There are many factors that go into scoring an application. Smaller projects may take only one construction season while larger projects will require the two full construction seasons allowed. We recommend that the project schedule included in the application be as realistic as possible as schedules are reviewed for reasonableness.
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