STATE REHABILITATION COUNCIL FOR THE BLIND
[bookmark: _GoBack]FINAL MINUTES
August 4, 2016
Members Present:
Steve Jacobson, Chair; Carol Pankow, Director; Scott Eggen, Vice-Chair; Rochelle Chen, Michael Colbrunn, Michelle Dornan-Vickery, Jennifer Dunnam, RoseAnn Faber, Rob Hobson, Betty Jean Kauffman,  Katy Kelley, Gloria LaFriniere, Pat McGee, Michael O’Day, Kristin Oien, Ken Rodgers, Sean Roy, Molly Wezel-Peterson, Frances Whetstone
Members Absent:
N/A
SSB Staff:
Dave Andrews, Jon Benson, Jennifer Beilke, Samantha Fischer, Brianna Holeman, Natasha Jerde, Judy Sanders
Audience Present:
Ron Woelfel
MOTIONS and VOTE SUMMARY:
· Motion to approve the minutes of the June 2, 2016 meeting was made by Scott Eggen and seconded by RoseAnn Faber.  Motion passed unanimously. 
· Motion to approve the committee appointments was made by Jennifer Dunnam and seconded by Ken Rodgers.  Motion passed unanimously.
· Motion to approve the appointment to the Needs Assessment Task Force was made by Jennifer Dunnam and seconded by Pat McGee.  Motion passed unanimously.
· Motion to approve the appointments to the Annual Report Task Force was made by Ken Rodgers and seconded by Scott Eggen.  Motion passed unanimously.
· Motion to approve the Coordinating Council Task Force was made by Ken Rodgers and seconded by Scott Eggen.  Motion passed unanimously.
· Motion to send Ken Rodgers to the regional Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) meeting in Chicago was made by Scott Eggen and seconded by Pat McGee.  Motion passed unanimously.
· Motion to add Michael Colbrunn to the Minority Outreach Committee was made by Pat McGee and seconded by Scott Eggen.   Motion passes unanimously.
· Motion to approve the 2017 budget was made by Pat McGee and seconded by Rochelle Chen.  Motion passed unanimously.
· Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Ken Rodgers and seconded by Scott Eggen.  Motion passed unanimously.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
· No announcements
COUNCIL ROLL CALL AND INTRODUCTION OF AUDIENCE:
Chair Steve Jacobson called the State Rehabilitation Council for the Blind (SRC-B) meeting to order and reviewed the agenda.  Roll call was taken and council and audience members were introduced.


COMMISSONER SHANTERA HARDY:
The Department of Employment and Economic Development (DEED) Commissioner, Shawntera Hardy, was introduced to the council.  Commissioner Hardy spoke about the importance of the work the State Rehabilitation Council for the Blind (SRC-B) does and thanked everyone for their dedication.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES:
Motion to approve the minutes of the June 2, 2016 meeting, with minor corrections, was made by Scott Eggen and seconded by RoseAnn Faber.  The motion passed unanimously.
CHAIR’S REPORT:
Recognition of Rochelle Chen
Rochelle Chen has resigned from the SRC-B and Chair Steve Jacobson presented Ms. Chen with a plaque thanking her for her dedication to the SRC-B.
Response letter regarding statewide hiring system
Chair Jacobson explained that the SRC-B received a response to the letter that was sent to Governor Mark Dayton regarding the inaccessible job application system for the State of Minnesota.  
Committee Appointments-terms begin September 1
Mr. Jacobson reviewed the committee appointments for each of the subcommittees of the SRC-B.  A motion to approve the committee appointments was made by Jennifer Dunnam and seconded by Ken Rodgers.  Motion passed unanimously.
NEEDS ASSESSMENT TASK FORCE APPOINTMENT (Action Item)
A motion to approve the appointment of Ken Rodgers, Scott Eggen and Kristin Oien to the Needs Assessment Task Force was made by Jennifer Dunnam and seconded by Pat McGee.  Motion passed unanimously.
Annual Report Task Force
A motion to approve the appointment of Jennifer Dunnam and Michael O’Day to the Annual Report Task Force was made by Ken Rodgers and seconded by Scott Eggen.  Motion passed unanimously.
COORDINATING COUNCIL TASK FORCE APPOINTMENT (Action Item)
A motion to approve the appointment of Michelle Dornan-Vickery to the Coordinating Council Task Force was made by Ken Rodgers and seconded by Scott Eggen.  Motion passed unanimously.
Reminder to committee chairs that their sections are due for the SRC-B annual report
Chair Jacobson reminded all of the committees that they will need to submit their annual reports no later than October 15, 2016.
SSB DIRECTOR REPORT:
Olmstead Plan Update
Ms. Pankow has been asked by Commissioner Tingerthal if she would lead the accessibility portion of the plan as it pertains to employment. Ms. Pankow stated there are three different strategies the group is planning to implement; which include: develop an interagency committee, accessibility presentation to the employment subcommittee to the Diversity and Inclusion Council, review and assess the accessibility of the Workforce Centers.


Equal Employment Opportunities Update
Ms. Pankow reported that she received the scorecard from DEED pertaining to the diversity of State Services for the Blind (SSB) staff.  According to the report, SSB meets the requirements for hiring persons with disabilities and women, but could improve on the number of minorities hired.  She asked that the SRC-B help her think of ways to get a more diverse workforce at SSB.
Business Enterprise Program and Department of Veterans Affairs Update
SSB has filed for federal arbitration regarding the situation with the Department of Veterans Affairs and the violation of the Randolph Sheppard Act and their denial of allowing a blind veteran to have a vending business on their grounds.  Ms. Pankow reported that SSB has received notification from the Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) today that the request for arbitration has been approved and will move forward.  In addition, Michelle Dornan-Vickery was able to provide SSB a contact with the Department of Veterans Affairs and SSB will be doing a presentation at their national conference in Milwaukee.
Travelers with Disabilities Advisory Committee
The Minneapolis/St. Paul Airport Travelers with Disabilities Advisory Committee (TDAC) will be meeting at SSB on August 22, 2016.  After their meeting adjourned they will be going on a tour of SSB to learn about the services provided.
Podcasts
Ms. Pankow discussed the success of the podcasts on the blind abilities app and the teencasts on there as well.  Listener numbers have grown in the last year from 40 people listening to now over 9,000 listeners from all over the world; including countries such as the Netherlands, Denmark, and Germany.
Unified English Braille Implementation
Ms. Pankow reported that SSB has been working with Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) for the implementation of Unified English Braille (UEB).  Thanks to the hard work of Kristin Oien SSB was able obtain an increase of $25,000 each year for the next two years to help cover the cost of the implementation.
Audio Recording Equipment Update
Due to the age of the current audio recording software and database used by Audio Services, SSB is looking to update the current programs to avoid any complications when the programs are no longer usable.
Final Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act Regulations 
RSA has released the final regulations for the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) as it pertains to Vocational Rehabilitation Services Title IV.  They are offering three trainings across the United States, the first one taking place September 7, 2016 in Chicago.  Ms. Pankow stated that there is room for one of the council members to attend.  A motion to send Ken Rodgers to the regional RSA meeting in Chicago was made by Scott Eggen and seconded by Pat McGee.  Motion passed unanimously.
Staff Updates
· Carly Lykes Frostman has been hired and working in the Administrative Services Unit as a business analyst, replacing Ron Grimm.
· Katie Viaene has been hired to replace Dave Matel and is working in the Senior Services Unit as the field staff.
· Nichole Nold had been hired to replace Sharon Johnson in the Rochester office and will be working in the Workforce Development Unit as a vocational rehabilitation technician.
· Lisan Hasnain has been hired as a student intern and is working in the Audio Services Unit.
· Jannae Hanson Parkes is retiring and will be leaving SSB.
· Meredith Larson is the new intake counselor and has started a new orientation process for all customers coming into SSB.
· Ashlyn Cahill will be working primarily with transition aged customers in the Metro area.
· SSB has extended an offer to someone for the new work opportunity coordinator but cannot announce who until the person accepts the job.
Office Update
· Workforce Development has had 104 successful closures and 45 people who have been employed more than 90 days for a total of 149 people employed.
· 117 transition students participated in summer programs; which included: camps, summer transition programs, work experience, Adjustment to Blindness (ATB) training, and school direct programing 
MINORITY OUTREACH COMMITTEE ADDITION (Action Item)
During the break, Michael Colbrunn volunteered to serve on the Minority Outreach Committee.  A motion to add Michael Colbrunn to the Minority Outreach Committee was made by Pat McGee and seconded by Scott Eggen.   Motion passes unanimously.
BUDGET TASK FORCE RESOURCE PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS FFY17 (Action Item) - Rob Hobson
Ms. McGee reviewed the annual budget for the SRC-B and the Budget Task Force recommended keeping the budget the same.  A motion to approve the 2017 budget was made by Pat McGee and seconded by Rochelle Chen.  Motion passed unanimously.
CUSTOMER OUTCOMES SURVEY DATA - Jennifer Dunnam
Ms. Dunnam discussed the results of the customer satisfaction survey that will be included in the SSB Annual Report.  
WIOA REGULATION CHANGES – Natasha Jerde
Ms. Jerde provided the council with an overview of the WIOA regulations that have recently been released by the RSA.  Regulations that were released pertaining to SSB and the services that are provided include the Vocational Rehabilitation Program, the administrative process, the Vocational Rehabilitation Process and supported employment.  In addition, Ms. Jerde stated that there were changes made to how SSB measures their performance accountability measures (previously called standards and indicators) and further guidance on the combined state plan.
FUNDING: STATE OF SSB – Carol Pankow
Ms. Pankow provided an update of the current budget for SSB especially as it pertains to the order of selection, pre-employment transition dollars, fee schedules and senior services.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Updates from the Minority Outreach, Senior Services, Communication Center and Employment Committees.
PUBLIC COMMENT
· No comment
ADJOURNMENT
Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Rob Hobson and seconded by Ken Rodgers.  Motion passed unanimously.
