Minnesota Statewide Independent Living Council

Minutes 
June 8, 2023   

Call to Order:  The hybrid meeting of the Minnesota Statewide Independent Living Council was held on June 8, 2023.  In person participants were at State Services for the Blind (SSB), 2200 University Ave West, # 240, St Paul, MN  55114.  Members participated virtually using Zoom.  Chairperson Robyn Block called the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m. with a quorum present.  She reviewed meeting expectations.
Present:  Brian Baker, Robyn Block, Joseph Dailey, Rosalie Eisenreich, Deborah Gleason, Karen Larson, Larry Lura, Dr Mohamed Mourssi Alfash, Tom Reed, Judy Sanders

Excused:  Paulo Matheus Carvalho Chaves de Castro, Absent:  Stephen Larson 
Ex Officio Present:  Ed Lecher
Staff:  Jo Erbes

Guests:  Brad Westerlund, Linda Lingen, Sue Fager, Monique Doward, Amy Hewitt

Approve Agenda – Addition to the agenda – recommend Tom Reed represent MNSILC on the STAR council.  Motion made by Judy Sanders and seconded by Jospeh Dailey to approve the agenda as amended.  The motion passed unanimously.
Approved Minutes – May 11, 2023 – Judy Sanders made a motion to approve the minutes from May 11, 2023, as presented.  Larry Lura seconded the motion.  The motion was carried unanimously with a roll call vote. 

DEED/VRS Update – Brad Westerlund reported on the historic success at the legislature this year.  The CILs were awarded $4 million in one time funding over a two-year period of time.  There will be 83 contracts written before July 1st.  

SSB Update – Ed Lecher reported about the $4 million added to the base funding that will be divided between SR and VR services. 

Presentation:  Institute on Community Integration (ICI)– Amy Hewitt, Executive Director of the Institute on Community Integration at the University of Minnesota provided background about the ICI and the services they provide in early intervention, education policy and practice, inclusive education for students with complex disabilities, community living and employment, encouraging business to move away from subminimum wage, and encouraging youth to stay in school. She encouraged council members to subscribe to IMPACT https://ici.umn.edu/series/14 to stay connected to the programs of ICI. 
SRC – B – Update – Judy Sanders reported that the SRC – B is re-establishing their committee work.  SSB will be celebrating their 100th anniversary on June 22nd. 

SRC – G – No report

Public Comment – Sue Fager, PACER Center, shared information about a federal grant opportunity to identify underserved populations in Rochester and Northeastern MN.  She will be meeting with staff at SEMCIL and SSB.  PACER will be hosting a Youth Leadership Forum for young people with disabilities.  PACER would like to host collaborative efforts with CILs.  Brian Baker shared information on a breakout session at SILC Congress about a youth program at Portland Community College.  Deborah Gleason asked about grants for a parent looking to build a home for their children with disabilities.  
Brain Baker made a motion to amend the agenda to have a discussion about creating task forces.  Karen Larson seconded the motion.  The motion carried.

Recommendation for representation on STAR council – Deborah Gleason made a motion to recommend Tom Reed represent MNSILC on the STAR Program Council.  STAR is Minnesota’s assistive technology program.  Karen Larson seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Create Task Forces – Deborah Gleason suggested creating a calendar to regularly review bylaws and policies and procedures.  An email seeking volunteers for the Guardianship Task Force, the Financial Resource Task Force and the Bylaws/Policy and Procedure Task Force will be sent.   
Review and approve the SPIL Technical Amendment – Judy Sanders made a motion to approve the technical amendment to the SPIL.  Joseph Dailey and Karen Larson seconded the amendment.  Following review of the document it was approved by roll call vote.

Committee Reports – 

Advocacy Committee– The Committee reviewed the survey about policy briefs to present to the congressional delegation while at the NCIL conference.  The topics will be transportation, workforce shortage, and broadband.  Information about the CILs and MNSILC will be included in the packet presented to the congress person or their staff. There will be staff from Options Resource Center, SEMCIL and MNSILC attending the NCIL conference.

Executive Committee – MNSILC purchased a “meeting Owl”.  The August meeting will be held at ILICIL in Sauk Rapids.
Outreach Committee – Deborah Gleason volunteered to be an editor on Facebook and LinkedIn.

Adjourn/Next Meeting – The next meeting will be held at ILICIL in Sauk Rapids.  
At 2:05 p.m. Rosalie Eisenreich, Deborah Gleason and Judy Sanders made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 

Respectfully submitted by Deborah Gleason, Secretary

Recorded by Jo Erbes
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