STATE REHABILITATION COUNCIL FOR THE BLIND
DRAFT MINUTES
June 2, 2016
Members Present:
Steve Jacobson, Chair; Carol Pankow, Director; Scott Eggen, Vice-Chair; Rochelle Chen, Michelle Dornan-Vickery, Jennifer Dunnam, RoseAnn Faber, Rob Hobson, Gloria LaFriniere, Pat McGee, Michael O’Day, Kristin Oien, Ken Rodgers, Sean Roy, Molly Wezel-Peterson, and Frances Whetstone
Members Absent:
Michael Colbrunn, Betty Jean Kauffman, and Katy Kelley
SSB Staff:
Dave Andrews, Jon Benson, Jennifer Beilke, Samantha Fischer, and Judy Sanders
Audience Present:
Debbie Hobson
MOTIONS and VOTE SUMMARY:
· Motion to approve the minutes of the April 7, 2016 meeting was made by Ken Rodgers and seconded by Scott Eggen.  Motion passed unanimously. 
· Motion to approve the recommendations of the Council Committee Task Force was made by Rob Hobson and seconded by Jennifer Dunnam.  Motion passed unanimously.
· Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Rob Hobson and seconded by Ken Rodgers.  Motion passed unanimously.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
· Judy Sanders thanked the Minnesota Vikings football team for inviting people to their new stadium to check their accessibility and their Braille signage.
· Samantha Fischer announced she attended the Global Accessibility Awareness Day and received several Braille copies of tips and tricks on how to create accessible documents in Word, Excel, Adobe PDF, Accessibility Matters, and Keyboard Shortcuts.  Contact Samantha if you would like a copy.
COUNCIL ROLL CALL AND INTRODUCTION OF AUDIENCE:
Chair Steve Jacobson called the State Rehabilitation Council for the Blind (SRC-B) meeting to order and reviewed the agenda.  Roll call was taken and council and audience members were introduced.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES:
Motion to approve the minutes of the April 7, 2016 meeting was made by Ken Rodgers and seconded by Scott Eggen.  The motion passed unanimously.
CHAIR’S REPORT:
Letter regarding statewide hiring system
Mr. Jacobson reported a letter was sent on behalf of the SRC-B to the governor about the new state job application system.


Applications for Committee Appointments
Mr. Jacobson reminded everyone present they must either apply or re-apply to their preferred committee or task force by July 15, 2016.  An email with the applicant’s first and second choice should be sent to Steve directly at steve.jacobson@visi.com.
Council Documents in Braille
Mr. Jacobson stated that he has been speaking with Jay Maruska, Braille Supervisor, in regards to the transition to Unified English Braille (UEB).  The Braille Unit will be transitioning the council documents to UEB by fall of 2016.
SSB DIRECTOR REPORT:
Budget news pertaining to Senior Services
Ms. Pankow announced that the Governor signed the budget bill which included a provision for State Services for the Blind (SSB) that includes one million dollars in fiscal year 2017 from the General Fund to provide services for senior citizens who are becoming blind.  In addition, SSB also received an increase in our ongoing base funding for senior services.
Invitation from the MN Vikings
SSB has received an invitation from the Minnesota Vikings to have someone go to the new stadium and do a walk-through on July 28, 2016 to assess the accessibility of the new stadium.  Ms. Pankow stated she would like to have someone from the SRC-B attend with someone from SSB.  Molly Wezel-Peterson and Rob Hobson from the SRC-B and Dave Andrews from SSB will be attending the walk-through on July 28, 2016.
Co-Employment Opportunity follow up
In response to a request from Ken Rodgers at the April 7th meeting, Ms. Pankow provided the council with the current co-employment opportunity numbers pertaining to SSB staff as of May 19, 2016.
Staff Updates
· Catherine Golding is joining the Workforce Development Unit (WDU) as the new rehabilitation counselor in the Rochester office, replacing Angela Christle.
· Greg Applekamp is joining WDU as the new vocational rehabilitation technician, replacing Lance Vang.
· Cindy Kauffman is joining the Senior Services Unit (SSU) part-time as the statewide Aging Eyes Initiative Coordinator; replacing Margaret Klein.
· SSB is looking to add student workers to help in Audio Services, Business Enterprises Program, Radio Talking Book, and Senior Services.
· Dave Matel with SSU is retiring.  With the new funding SSU has received, this position will be posted on the MMB website.
· A data analyst position was posted on the Minnesota Management and Budget (MMB) website and has just closed.  Interviews will be taking place in the near future.
· Second interviews are going to be taking place for the second pre-employment transition services (PETS) position that was recently posted.
Order of Selection Update
Ms. Pankow reported that as of the end of April there are 8 people on the waiting list for Order of Selection.


Issue pertaining to the Randolph Shepard Act
Ms. Pankow asked the council to write a letter to assist the work that SSB is doing in conjunction with the Commissioner of the Department of Employment and Economic Development (DEED) and DEED’s council.  SSB has filed a request for arbitration in regard to an issue that has come up with the Federal Veterans Affair’s office pertaining to a violation of the Randolph Shepard Act.
Office Update
· Senior Services has served 2,950 people as of May 31st; of those, 300 were referrals from community partners located throughout the state.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Braille Unit is working on implementing the UEB implementation plan and will be meeting with staff to set up the framework.
· Lisa Larges was interviewed by Channel 2 and an announcement will go out when it’s ready to air.
· A reporter from Kare 11, who is working on her master’s degree, stopped by SSB to learn about the services that are provided to seniors losing their vision.  She visited Braille, the Communication Center and interviewed Ed Lecher.  There was also a discussion about doing a four-part series on SSB.
Olmstead Plan Update
SSB was asked by Commissioner Tingerthal, with the Housing Department, to put forth recommendations to MNiT staff regarding the accessibility issues pertaining to the new state hiring system.  SSB has put forth three recommendations.  SSB’s main recommendation is to have MNiT build an infrastructure for testing compatibility with assistive technology (both software and hardware). In addition to bringing for these recommendations to MNiT Ms. Pankow stated she also is providing them to the Governor’s Chief of Staff so those recommendations can get to the Governor.
OLMSTEAD SPECIAL GUEST- Darlene Zangara
Darlene Zangara, the Executive Director for the Olmstead Implementation Office provided a brief presentation on the Olmstead Plan as it pertains to assistive technology, and community engagement.  Ms. Zangara informed all in attendance that she has been tasked with working with various councils throughout the state to develop a document and plan to submit to the subcabinet.
ALL THINGS TRANSITION-Sheila Koenig
Sheila Koenig provided an update on SSB’s transition program.  Ms. Koenig shared two videos; one for transition age students and one for parents of transition age students.  These videos were created to better help students, teachers, parents and family understand why SSB can be a tool and how SSB can help them.
VENDOR OUTCOME REPORT-Rob Hobson
Mr. Hobson reviewed the results of the Customer Satisfaction Surveys that were completed between May 2015 and April 2016.  These results were compiled by customers of Senior Services and Workforce Development who received services by various vendors throughout Minnesota.
Council of State Administrators of Vocational Rehabilitation/National Council of State Agencies for the Blind conferences
Carol Pankow and Ken Rodgers provided an update to the Council of State Administrators of Vocational Rehabilitation (CSAVR) and the National Council of State Agencies for the Blind (NCSAB) conference they attended in Bethesda MD in April.  Mr. Rodgers stated he attended the NCSAB portion of the conference and was very pleased with the presentations; specifically the presentation done by Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) Commissioner, Janet LaBreck.  Ms. Pankow reported on various happenings around the country with state agencies that provide vocational rehabilitation and changes to pre-employment transition services.  
State Plan Submission
Ms. Pankow reported that she recently received an email from the RSA liaison that the format for the State Plan had changed and that it will need to be re-submitted by May 27, 2016.  Because the submission date was before the next SRC-B meeting. It was determined that because the content of the information didn’t change, just the format on how it was laid out that a vote did not need to be made and the State Plan was resubmitted.  Please note this is not something that would have typically happened and the only reason the changes were not discussed with the council beforehand is due to the very short deadline (approximately one week).
COUNCIL COMMITTEE STRUCTURE TASK FORCE RECOMMENDATIONS
The Council Committee Structure Task Force brought forth the recommendation that the Employment Committee be increased from 5 members to 7 members and that the SSB staff liaison assigned to the various committees be updated to reflect the current name.  A motion to accept the recommendations was made by Rob Hobson and seconded by Jennifer Dunnam.  The motion passed unanimously.
BUDGET TASK FORCE ASSIGNMENT
Chair Jacobson reminded the Budget Task Force that they will need to work on developing the council’s fiscal year 17 budget and will need to report on it at the August meeting.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Updates from the Minority Outreach, Senior Services, Communication Center and Employment Committees.
PUBLIC COMMENT
· Judy Sanders thanked the Minnesota Vikings football team for inviting people to their new stadium to check their accessibility and their Braille signage.
· Samantha Fischer announced that she attended the Global Accessibility Awareness Day and she received several Braille copies of tips and tricks on how to create accessible documents in Word, Excel, Adobe PDF, Accessibility Matters, and Keyboard Shortcuts.  Contact Samantha if you would like a copy.
ADJOURNMENT
Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Rob Hobson and seconded by Ken Rodgers.  Motion passed unanimously.
