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Virtual Meeting
August 13, 2020, 9:00 to 2:30
Members Present
Bonnie Danberry, Tom Reed, Judy Sanders, Anita Olson, Julia Washenberger, Jessica Andrist, Rianna Johnsen, Mary Koep, Larry Lura, Linda Lingen, Mohamed Alfash, Gloria LaFriniere, Brian Baker, Christy Claudio
Members Absent
Nancy Yaklich, Nichole Meyer 
Ex Officio Members Present
David Fenley, Brad Westerlund
Ex Officio Member Absent
Ed Lecher
Staff
Jo Erbes
Call to Order
Anita Olson, Chairwoman called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. with a quorum present. 
Approve Agenda
Alicia Munson will present in September, not at this meeting. Mohamed Alfash recommended MNSILC consider offering virtual meeting after the pandemic be added to the agenda. A motion was made by Brian Baker, seconded by Linda Lingen to approve the agenda as amended. The motion carried.
Approve June 11, 2020 Minutes
Judy Sanders requested the word difference be removed from link to the NFB 100-year celebration. Bonnie Danberry noted the staff person from SMILES should be Brenda Thurston. Motion made by Mary Koep, seconded by Judy Sanders to approve the minutes of June 11, 2020 as corrected. Motion carried. 
DEED/VRS Update
Brad Westerlund provided an update on the change for the CIL’s to move funding from a grant to a Professional Technical Contract (PT) which are tied to negotiated rates for providing services to consumers. The Part C grant award for IL services is the same as the previous year. Contracts are being processed. DEED has been part of a work group with RSA, ACL, and other DSEs to coordinate services for IL. Minnesota has been working with community providers since 2007. 
DEED is estimating Part B funding will remain the same as last year. 
State Services for the Blind (SSB)
no report
Minnesota Council on Disability (MCD)
David Fenley reported that David, formerly at Deaf, Deaf Blind and Hard of Hearing, has been selected at the new MCD Executive Director. David reported on outreach regarding the wearing of masks during the pandemic for people with disabilities. MCD has been advocating for issues related to voting by mail. Check out the MCD website and Facebook Page. 
Virtual meetings – continue after pandemic
It was suggested that MNSILC continue to use Zoom or similar virtual meeting option as an accommodation when MNSILC can meet in person. A review of the By-Laws and Policies and Procedures will be necessary to determine what is current practice. Judy offered to see what is available at SSB for virtual meetings. 
Reports Committee
Linda Lingen reported the Network of Centers members suggested the 2020 annual report focus on peer mentoring as opposed to information and referral. From the IL awareness survey, respondents noted information and referral was the second most utilized service, while peer mentoring wasn’t recognized as important. Highlighting peer mentoring would bring awareness to the service. 
Outreach Committee – Interview questions, council appointment process
Brian Baker provided background about interview questions and a survey for council applicants and the process of interviewing applicants. 
Announcements
SMILES will not be hosting the chalk fest in Mankato this year. The advocate group continues to work on other pedestrian safety issues.
Public Comments
None 
Outreach: APRIL Mentoring
Judy Sanders made a motion, seconded by Brian Baker to approve the Training and Technical Assistance Plan to work with APRIL in development of a youth survey leading to a youth leadership program. The motion passed.
Social Media Task Force
Rianna Johnsen reviewed the Social Media Policy. A question was raised about why MNSILC and MN IL Network were used interchangeably. The terms are used appropriately. It was also noted there is nothing in the policy statement that politics cannot be discussed on Social Media. A motion was made by Tom Reed, seconded by Julia Washenberger to approve the Social Media Policy Statement. The motion passed. MNSILC will create a Facebook page as the first social media acativity.
The social media administrators will be the council chair and the coordinator. There are volunteer positions open for 2 editors. An email will be sent to council members and centers to see if CIL staff would like to be an editor.
Financial Review – MCIL Coordinator Agreement
A motion was made by Judy Sanders, seconded by Julia Washenberger to approve the contract and budget with MCIL as presented for FY 21. The motion passed. Rianna Johnsen declared a conflict of interest and did not vote.
New Committee Assignments
The 2021-2023 SPIL identifies two new committees: Advocacy and Communications and two new task forces: conference task force and youth leadership task force. There was a brief discussion about the purpose of each committee and task force. Information will be sent to members for their consideration of committee assignments. 
NCIL Conference Report
Anita Olson, Brian Baker, Julia Washenberger and Jo Erbes participated in the virtual NCIL Conference. They were able to visit with staff for Senator Klobuchar, Representative Dean Phillips and Angie Craig. 
Adjourn
The agenda was completed at 1:00 p.m. Anita Olson made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Julia Washenberger seconded the motion. 
Recorded by Jo Erbes, Coordinator
