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Meeting Minutes
May 14, 2020 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Location: Virtual Zoom Meeting
Members Present: 
Nichole Meyer, Anita Olson, Linda Lingen, Mary Kopp, Judy Sanders, Tom Reed, Bonnie Danberry, Mohamed Alfash, Jessica Lacher, Christy Caez Claudio, Rianna Johnsen, Larry Lura, Brian Baker
Ex Officio Members Present: Annette Toews, Brad Westerlund
Staff Present: Jo Erbes
Excused Absence: Gloria LaFriniere, Julia Washenberger
Unexcused Absence: Nancy Yaklich
Unexcused Ex Officio Absence: David Finley 
Call to Order
Chairperson Anita Olson called the meeting to order at 9:05 with a quorum present 
Approve Agenda
Council approved the agenda by roll call vote
Approve Minutes of March 12, 2020
Minutes were approved by the council by roll call vote
Proposed change in hours for the Coordinator Position
At request of the Chairperson, the Coordinator has kept track of average worked weekly hours. Currently the Coordinator positions allotted 20 hours per week. Proposal to increase work hours to 30 hours per week beginning October 1, 2020. There have been duties assigned that weren’t on the initial job description. The increase in expenses will keep SILC expenses below the 30% allowed for SILC operations. There was discussion about making the position to full time, the increase in benefits and employing an intern. Increasing the position to full time is not currently an option. Judy Sanders made a motion to increase the Coordinator Position from 20 to 30 hours per week effective October 1, 2020, Mohamed Alfash seconded the motion. The motion passed with a roll call vote. 
Public Hearing – May 19th Expectations of Council Members
Council members should be present if possible and to limit questions at that time so public persons can ask questions and engage. Information has been sent out through multiple places. Thanks to Brian for creating a legislator email list. 
SPIL Review
Reviewed the proposed Goals, Objectives and Indicators of the 2021-2023 SPIL. 
Public Comment
Judy Sanders announced the National Federation of the Blind is celebrating their 100th anniversary on May 27, 2020 with a live streaming presentation. 
Outstate meeting – June 11, 2020
The MNSICL meeting scheduled for June 11 in Mankato will be via Zoom. Staff and clients of SMILES will be invited to participate. A vote was not needed because there was no choice in this option at this time. 
Executive Committee – Approve virtual meetings and revision in per diem
The Executive Committee made a recommendation to pay per diem for virtual attendance to council meetings. A motion was made by Larry Lura and seconded by Tom Reed to allow council members to request per diem for attending virtual council meetings over 3 hours duration. Following discussion about per diem the motion was approved by roll call vote. Council members were encouraged to submit their forms to Jo or upon a council members direction, Jo can fill out forms for those who have typically completed their forms in paper form.
Social Media Task Force Update
The Social Media Task Force asked for a letter of recommendation for Jessica Wisenewski for graphic design work on a logo for the IL Network. Mary Koep made a motion to write the requested letter. Larry Lura seconded the motion. The motion carried on a unanimous roll call vote. Revised draft logo will be ready for Social Media Task Force approval at their meeting on May 18th and will be sent to full council for review and voting. 
Finance Committee Report
A copy of the Finance Report will be emailed to the full council. Questions can be directed to Bonnie Danberry, Treasurer. 
Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 2:40 p.m. These Reports and Updates: Update on Peer to Peer Mentoring, DEED Update, Actions leadership training, Report on SILC Congress, and Announcements, not provided at this meeting will be included in a future meeting agenda. 
Submitted by Nichole Meyer, Secretary
