Minnesota Statewide Independent Living Council
Meeting Minutes Approved 5/14/2020
March 12, 2020 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
State Services for the Blind, 2200 University Ave West, St. Paul, MN
Call to Oder
Anita Olson, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m. with a quorum present. 
Members Present
Julia Washenberger, Tom Reed, Linda Lingen, Mohamed Alfash, Anita Olson, Gloria LaFriniere, Judy Sanders, Jessica Andrist, Brian Baker, Nancy Yaklich, Larry Lura, Christy Claudio, Bonnie Danberry 
Ex Officio Members Present
Brad Westerlund, Annette Toews 
Staff Present
Jo Erbes
Members Absent
Rianna Johnsen, Mary Koep, Nichole Meyer
Ex Officio Absent
David Fenley
Adjust the agenda
Move the election of officers to the first agenda topic; move public comment to just before lunch; add vote and discussion of name for social media to second on the agenda. 
Approve agenda
Judy Sanders made a motion, seconded by Larry Lura to accept the agenda as adjusted. The motion carried.
Approval of Minutes from January 9, 2020
Brad Westerlund corrected the January 9, 2020 minutes to state that DEED cannot provide grants with the CILs, they must be Professional Technical Contracts. A motion was made by Brian Baker and seconded by Jessica Andrist to approve the minutes as corrected. The motion carried.
Election of Officers:
[bookmark: _Hlk39409671]On behalf of the Nominating Committee, Anita Olson nominated Linda Lingen as Vice Chair. She asked for additional nominations three times. Judy Sanders moved nominations cease and that Linda Lingen be declared vice chair. The motion was second by Jessica Andrist and Julia Washenberger. The motion carried. 
On behalf of the Nominating Committee, Anita Olson nominated Bonnie Danberry as Treasurer. Anita asked for additional nomination three times. Anita Olson moved to close nominations and to elect Bonnie Danberry by acclimation. Judy Sanders seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
On behalf of the Nominating Committee, Anita Olson nominated Nichole Meyer as secretary. She asked for additional nominations three times. Larry Lura moved to close nominations and elect Nichole Meyer by acclimation. Judy Sanders seconded the motion and the motion passed.
On behalf of the Nominating Committee, Anita Olson nominated Rianna Johnsen as member at large parliamentarian on the Executive Committee. Anita ask three times for additional nominations. Anita moved to close nominations and elect Rianna Johnson by acclimation. The motion was seconded by Tom Reed and the motion carried. 
Executive Committee members are: Chair - Anita Olson, Vice-Chair - Linda Lingen, Treasurer – Bonnie Danberry, Secretary – Nichole Meyer, Member at Large/Parliamentarian Rianna Johnsen. Ex Officio members are Annette Toews – SSB representative and Brad Westerlund – DEED representative. 
Social Media Task Force Recommendation
Mohamed Alfash made the recommendation to use MNILNET as the name for social media representing the MN Independent Living Network. Larry Lura made the motion to accept MNILNET for use on social media, seconded by Julia Washenberger and Mohamed Alfash and the motion passed.
Public Comment
Julia Washenberger commented that today was Mental Health Awareness Day at the Capitol. 
SPIL Discussion
The council reviewed proposed goals, objectives and indicators from the February 20-21 discussion for the SPIL. They discussed the projected resource plan and ways to promote the public hearing. There was discussion about holding meetings in a public location in order to bring more awareness to MNSILC and encourage public participation. The Executive Committee will review options keeping accessibility, access to public transportation and other accommodations in mind when recommending a location. 
Reports and Updates
Executive Committee
Anita Olson reminded council members part of the duties as a council member is to serve on at least one committee. Anita reviewed changes in the recruitment and Governor appointment process for MNSILC council. 
Finance Committee
No report
Announcement
The spouse of member Mary Koep passed away. Our sympathies to Mary and her family.
[bookmark: _GoBack]There was a request to invite Dee Torgerson, VRS Director, to a council meeting. 
Support for the ADA Celebration
Linda Lingen requested funding to provide accommodation requests at the ADA 30th anniversary celebration. The amount to be suggested by the council. The ADA Anniversary Celebration is schedule for Sunday, July 26 from 1 to 4 p.m. at St Thomas University in the Anderson Building. Judy Sanders made a motion to provide $500 for accommodations at the ADA Celebration. Tom Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried. The process of releasing the funds will be discussed with DEED.
Presentation on the Census
Susan Kusz, SSB, shared information about the 2020 census and making sure previously under counted populations get counted. She noted there are 3 ways to complete the census: on-line, on the phone, request a paper copy. Assistance centers will be available. For more information visit the web site: https://mn.gov/admin/2020-census/. 
Update on Peer to Peer Mentoring
Anita Olson, Jo Erbes, Mohamed Alfash and Brad Westerlund met with Mellie Santora and Mary Willard at SILC Congress to discuss the APRIL mentorship. Mary Willard, APRIL, will be presenting an agreement for MNSILC to review in order to begin the project. 
May Meeting
The Council will meet on May 13 and 14 in Mankato. Hotel rooms will be arranged for those that plan to attend. The advocacy award plaque will be presented to Citizens for Advocacy. The Outreach Committee will plan for the public forum. 
Participation with National Academy of Sciences – Transportation Research Board International Conference, June 2021
Anita received a request for MNSILC to participate in planning this international conference on transportation. Council members requested specific information about expectations from MNSILC. 
Motion to adjourn
Larry Lura moved adjournment at 2:25
Recorded by Jo Erbes 
