Minnesota Statewide Independent Living Council
Meeting Minutes 
September 12, 2019 9:00 AM-2:30PM
State Services for the Blind, 2200 University Ave West, St. Paul, MN
Attendees:

Members Present
Mark Smaaladen
Gloria Lafriniere
Anita Olson
Larry Lura
Linda Lingen
Jessica Andrist
Melissa Doherty
Mary Koep
Guests Present
Brian Baker
Randy Sorenson, Exe. Dir. Options Interstate Resource Center
Ex Officio Members Present
Annette Toews
Brad Westerlund
Ex Officio Member Absent
David Fenley
Staff Present
Jo Erbes
Guests Present
Judy Sanders
Dena Alexandria

Call to Order
[bookmark: _GoBack]Anita Olson, Chairperson called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. with a quorum present. 
Approve agenda
Mary Koep made a motion to accept the agenda as prepared. Jessica Andrist seconded the motion. The motion was approved.
Approve June 13, 2019 minutes
Larry Lura made a motion to approve the minutes of the June 13, 2019 minutes. Linda Lingen seconded the motion. The motion passed. 
Proposed MCIL coordinator agreement and budget
The budget was reviewed. In the future any changes in the agreement will be a contract amendment – not just a budget modification – so will need more lead time to amend. The council was encouraged to review the budget half way through the year to make any modifications. Jessica Andrist made the motion to approved the MCIL Coordinator agreement and budget as presented. Larry Lura seconded the motion. The motion carried. The final contract will be sent to MCIL today (9/12/2019).
FAQ Conflict of Interest Statement from ACL
The clarification of the term nepotism was discussed. It was suggested that MNSILC Policy and Procedure include a Conflict of Interest Statement, including reference to nepotism.
Nominations: Vice chair, Secretary, Treasurer
The roles of each position was reviewed: 
· Vice Chair – assumes the chairs duties in the absence of the chair; chairs at least one committee; interviews with perspective appointees to the council; serves on Executive Committee.
· Treasurer – presents finances to the full council; helps develop the budget and resource plan; assists in tracking expenses; chairs the Finance Committee, serves on Executive Committee.
· Secretary - currently vacant – chair of the Outreach Committee; edit/proof the minutes; keeper of documents; write letters of support; serves on the Executive Committee. 
Mary Koep nominated Linda Lingen as Vice Chair; Mary made a motion that nominations cease and a unanimous ballot cast. Motion failed for lack of a second.
Treasurer – Melissa Doherty will continue as Treasurer until her term ends (1/6/2020). 
Secretary – Outreach Committee – Brad volunteered to facilitate the Outreach meeting – not as the chair.
Melissa Doherty made the motion to postpone the election until a full council is appointed by the Governor or no later than December. Jessica Andrist seconded the motion. Concern was expressed that new members will be asked to fill positions they are not aware of. The motion passed, pending review of the By-Laws.
Calendar of meetings
Mary Koep made a motion to accept the following calendar of meetings for FFY 2020: Oct 10; Nov 14 Dec 12, Jan 9, Feb 13 March 12, April, 9 May 13 -14 or 14 – 15; June 11 August 13, Sept 10; Oct 8. Larry Lura seconded the motion. The motion passed. The calendar will be posted on the website. A contact will be made with Don Brunette to host the May meeting at Access North. 
Carry forward funds
The Executive and the Finance Committees recommended to distribute carry forward funds equally among the 8 centers for independent living in Minnesota for general operations to be added to the federal 2020 grants. Jessica Andrist made the motion to accept the recommendation from the committees. Larry Lura seconded the motion. The motion was approved. Melissa Doherty abstained. To reduce the risk of carry forward funds, increase distribution to the centers in the resource plan of the next SPIL. 
APRIL conference
The Assn. of Programs for Rural Independent Living (APRIL) conference is October 25 to 28 in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Anita Olson made the recommendation that Jo attend Anita agreed to attend. Anyone else interested in attending should let Jo know ASAP. 
Announcements:
· SRC – G update – Anita report that Larry Vrooman resigned as director of VR; RSA audit was completed; Anita wrote a letter about the collaboration between SRC and SILC; theme of the annual report is collaboration.
· Olmstead Updates - Larry volunteered to represent MNSILC at Olmstead implementation meetings.
· SRC B –Natasha Jerde is new director of State Services for the Blind.
Network of Centers
Jacob Schuller, SEMCIL and Anita Olson met with Nico Bauer at the Governor’s office and talked about appointments, how SILC worked with former Governor’s and the need for additional funds for CIL’s. Governor’s office wants to meet on a consistent basis. MNSILC and the CIL’s need to create a “Cheat Sheet” to share with those who would attend a meeting at the governor’s office. Jo is primary contact and then the MNSILC chair person. Jacob is the contact for MACIL and also the legislative contact. Jacob asked the governor to include CIL’s in his budget. While SILC cannot lobby, we as a group, can educate. It was important that the CIL’s and SILC were at the meeting together; Randy Sorenson provided background about VR services and job services in providing service to people with disabilities based on order of selection. 
Review 2021 - 2023SPIL
ACL is accepting comments about the new SPIL until October 11th. MNSILC made the following comments: There is too much repetition throughout the plan. There is no mention of disability in the definition of unserved/underserved. There doesn’t appear to be any reference about which disabilities are served. 
Questions to raise: Is the system to enter the SPIL improved from previous years? Do we prepare a Word document? What is the submission process? How accessible is the system? Can all individuals access the document?
There was discussion about the survey done in 2010 by Yager and Associates (Colorado) which MNSILC spearheaded and paid for.
Public charge rule
Homeland Security is hosting a public hearing about the Public Charge Rule related to immigration laws. Larry Lura made the motion to recommend Jo Erbes attend the public hearing on Sept 16th. Linda Lingen seconded the motion. The motion carried. Randy Sorenson suggested Jo ask centers if they are familiar with anyone needing services that are being deported.
Reports: 
· Executive Committee – will be reviewing By-laws and Policy and Procedures.
· Finance Committee – Melissa Doherty gave the quarterly financial report. She noted that the Part B grant for 2019 is $323,508.; during the first 3 quarters MNSILC has spent 57% of total budget. Federal regulations require SILC not spend more than 30% on council activities. 
· Outreach Committee: working on an advocacy award for people who are promoting the IL philosophy and seeking nominations from centers. Reviewing social media, website, (Snap chat, Twitter, Facebook, etc.); and engaging youth where they are.
· Larry Lura talked to Mary Lelammer, TPT, about having SILC on an Almanac to discuss a celebration of ADA. Larry was encouraged to coordinate with Jo and Anita. 
· Reports Committee – will be discussing the annual report for SILC and PPR.704 report at a meeting later this month. 
· Network of Centers – working on the branding contest; and an information sheet for governor’s office.
Adjourn
At 1:35 p.m. Gloria Lafriniere made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Larry Lura.
Recorded by Jo Erbes
