
Minnesota Statewide Independent Living Council 

Minutes February 14, 2019 

9AM-2:30PM 

2200 University Avenue West, State Services for the Blind, St. Paul, MN 
 

 
Attendees: 

Members Present: Member Excused 

Anita Olson Mary Koep 

Larry Lura  

Linda Lingen Ex Officio Members Present 

Tammie Campbell Annette Toews 

Mark Smaaladen Brad Westerlund 

Melissa Doherty  

Jessica Andrist Ex Officio Members Absent 

Gloria Lafriniere David Finley 

Jessica Andrist  

 Staff Present 

Members Absent Jo Erbes 

Crystal Fairchild  

 
 
Chairman Anita Olson called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with a quorum present 

 
Agenda Approval:  Larry Lura made a motion, seconded by Melissa Doherty, to amend the agenda as 
follows:  There will not be Robert’s Rule of Order training, skip lunch and work straight through the 
agenda.  The motion carried. 

 
Approve January 10, 2019 minutes – The following corrections were noted:  Melissa Doherty name was 
recorded as Michelle, Tammie Campbell’s name was misspelled and Mark Smaaladen was listed twice. 
Motion made by Linda Lingen, seconded by Tammie Campbell to approve the January 10, 2019 meeting 
minutes as corrected. The motion carried.  
 
Public Comment – Anita Olson noted a letter of support was provided to the White Earth Reservation in 
support of the Vocational Rehabilitation Grant.  
 
Gap Year SPIL -GAP Year SPIL  
The Reports Committee made changes to the current SPIL reflecting the GAP year.  The Finance Committee 
is working on the resource plan since the funding amounts are different than what is in the current plan.    
Brad will ask ACL whether the proposed changes are considered a technical or substantial amendment.  
Changes in the amended contract with MCIL for staff and travel may affect the resource plan.  The Gap 
SPIL will be reviewed in a month. 
  
A question was raised about the potential of having a note taker.  The note taker position is in the SPIL and 
the resource plan.  Next step is to talk about how to promote the position.  It was noted that word of 
mouth has worked well in the past.  SILC members were encourage to share information with their 
networks and have interested parties submit resume’s to Jo.  The position will be posted at MCIL, on the 
website and on the MN Workforce website.   Jo will also post on the Disability Viewpoints Facebook page.  
A motion was made by Larry Lura and seconded by Linda Lingen to proceed with hiring a note taker.  The 
motion carried. 
 
 



By-Laws 
MNSILC members reviewed the By-Laws as presented.  It was noted that during the May 2018 meeting, it 
was approved that officers would serve a two-year term, not a one-year term as recorded in the proposed 
By Laws.  A motion was made by Linda Lingen, seconded by Jessica Andrist to approve the By Laws as 
presented with one technical amendment for officers serving a two-year term.  The motion carried.     

 
Announcements: 
Jessica Andrist stepped down from the Executive Committee and Outreach committee.  She will remain on 
the council. 
  
Larry and Anita were thanked for attending IL Day at the Capitol to support MACIL; testifiers were 
amazing; great opportunity to share information and education with legislators; council members were 
encouraged to continue meeting with the legislators;   
 
Larry Lura asked if MNSILC would do a presentation at Augusta (the facility where he lives) about 
independent living.  The request will be shared with the Outreach and Network of Centers Committees   

 
May Meeting - 
There was discussion about holding the May meeting and listening session in Mahnomen.  Anita talked to  
Randy at Options to talk about their programs.  She has reached out to Nate at Freedom Resources. It was 
suggested that there be a panel discussion with consumers, VRS, SILC and Gloria’s program.  The goal is to 
invite nurses, employees of Shooting Star, Indian child services and others. The SILC meeting could be in 
the evening preceding the panel discussion.   More details to follow. 
 
Reports: 
Executive: met with Brenda Sanchez, Governor Walz appointment staff, to present MNSILC 
recommendations; Brad, Annette, David have been reappointed to 2023.   
Finance:  committee met with DEED accountants and it has been determined there is a carry forward.  For 
FFY 2018, DEED has paid $103, 146.69 and have committed or encumbered $139,969.62 for expenses.  The 
remaining amount available is $35,066.10.  For FFY19, the encumbered amount is $154,563 and the 
expenditures to date are $48,891.  The projected available balance is $67,737.   DEED/VR is now sharing 
information about expenses quarterly; MNSILC has ledgers to monitor expenses and evaluate when or how 
to adjust expenses.  Great progress has been made in tracking expenses.  Council will need to have a 
discussion about how to expend the carry forward resources. GAP year SPIL resource plan will not reflect 
the expenditures of the carry over. There was discussion on why there are carry forward funds and next 
steps in eliminating them in the future.   
Network of Centers:  moving ahead with a unique identity.  The Outreach and Network of Centers 
Committees will create a plan to promote the message.  Don Brunette is scheduling a MACIL meeting at 
ILISILC to move forward with branding and name recognition.  
Outreach – Anita will be scheduling a meeting soon. 
Reports – The annual report is in progress, photos and content have been discussed.   
 
Adjournment: Having completed the agenda, at 11:15 a.m. Larry Lura made a motion, seconded by Mark 
Smaaladen to adjourn.  The motion carried.   
 
 
Submitted by Jessica Andrist, Secretary 
Recorded by Jo Erbes 
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