Governor’s Task Force on Broadband
May 11, 2017
St. Paul Neighborhood Network (SPNN)
550 Vandalia Street, Suite 170
St. Paul, MN 55114
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Task Force Members present: Margaret Anderson Kelliher, Hannah Buckland, Denise Dittrich, Kevin Hansen, Shannon Heim, Maureen Ideker, Steve Lewsader, Neela Mollgaard, Don Niles, Jody Reisch, Dan Richter, Andy Schriner and Paul Weirtz 

Task Force Members Participating by Telephone: Dick Sjoberg

Task Force Members Absent: Bernadine Joselyn

Others in attendance: Michelle Andrews, John Dukich, Tom Hackbarth, Tim Johnson, Joel Krogstad, Martin Ludden, Danna MacKenzie, Madison Neece, Lisa Peterson-de la Cueva, John Richard, David Thao, Ann Treacy, Diane Wells, Landon Zinda


I. Introductions, Approval of Minutes, Public Comments

Members of the Task Force and others in attendance introduced themselves. The minutes of the April 19, 2017 meeting were approved. No one in attendance requested to provide public comments.

II. Update from the Office of Broadband Development

Danna MacKenzie provided an update from the OBD, including that projects for Round 3 of the Border to Border Broadband grant program are underway; steps are being taken to be ready if the legislature appropriates funding for a Round 4 of the grant program; broadband maps are in the process of being updated on the website; and that the FCC has formed a Broadband Deployment Advisory Committee.

III. Welcome from SPNN

Martin Ludden, Executive Director of the St. Paul Neighborhood Network (SPNN), welcomed the Task Force to the SPNN facility and provided an overview of the activities at SPNN. He also responded to questions from Task Force members.

IV. Overview of the Community Technology Empowerment Program (CTEP)

Joel Krogstad provided an overview of the 35 AmeriCorps workers in CTEP and spread out across locations in the Twin Cities. CTEP AmeriCorps members teach computer basics, digital literacy, workforce computer skills and some media skills. Mr. Krogstad provided a Community Technology Empowerment Project (CTEP) Summary and responded to questions from Task Force members.



V. Digital Literacy and Critical Thinking

Madison Neece, CTEP member at Neighborhood House, discussed digital literacy training and the many different languages spoken by attendees of the classes. She was part of a group that created a website to help with digital literacy training: www.CTEP.weebly.com. Ms. Neece also responded to questions from Task Force members.

VI. Varieties of Digital Literacy Training

Tom Hackbarth, a CTEP member at SPNN, explained his work with adults (another CTEP member works with youth) on digital storytelling. Skill levels are measured by having the individuals implement a curriculum and earn badges as they complete a learning area. Following a tour of SPNN and lunch, Lisa Peterson-de la Cueva lead the Task Force in an exercise that combined knitting and Spanish to help demonstrate how non-English speakers might feel as they try to learn computer skills in a non-native language. Ms. Peterson-de la Cueva provided a Community Technology Empowerment Project (CTEP) Handout and responded to questions from Task Force members.

VII. How Community Leaders Build Effective Digital Inclusion Coalitions

John Richard from Pillsbury United Communities, talked about the history of digital literacy training in the Twin Cities, including the creation of the Technology Literacy Collaborative, North Star Digital Literacy and Tech Fix-It Clinics. He responded to questions from Task Force members.

VIII. A Question of Justice: Digital Inclusion and Digital Equity

[bookmark: _GoBack]Michelle Andrews, CTEP member at EMERGE in North Minneapolis, discussed her work in the community, citing examples of issues with creating resumes on smartphones, time limits on computers in libraries, fewer households having computers—all issues which continue the historical disparities for residents of the Northside. Ms. Andrews responded to questions from Task Force members.

IX. Legislative Update

John Dukich provided a legislative update. 

X. Wrap-up, Discussion of June Meeting

The June meeting will be in Rock County.

The meeting adjourned at 2:00 p.m.
