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Dan is a 17-year-old high school senior, referred by his IEP case manager. He is being served on an IEP for Autism Spectrum Disorder. Accommodations at school include sensory breaks, use of planner, and colored folders to stay organized, testing accommodations, extended time for writing assignments and resource room if needed. A para is available to him, if needed. 
Dan has no work experience and no vocational goal. He would like to go to college and is cognitively capable of post-secondary training. His disability would likely cause him to struggle in a highly academic setting, and he would need to access disability services to get help with extended time or a quiet area for testing. As for social skills, it is unlikely that Dan will interact with others. Group work, which is often required in a post-secondary setting, will be difficult for Dan. If he were asked to help others he would most likely not do the work. This would affect his grades and continued education.
Dan’s disability has affected his ability to work in jobs that others his age are working in. In a job search, he will need help understanding job postings, so that he knows what he is applying for and what the essential functions of the job are. He will likely need help to learn tasks and will probably require a task list because of his poor organizational skills. 
Dan struggles with understanding how someone else feels and has trouble with conflict resolution and taking responsibility for his actions. All of these behaviors would create social distances in the work setting and interfere with productivity in both learning and performing job tasks, as well as increasing his risk of losing employment. 
Social interaction at work will need to be addressed. It is unlikely that he would seek out coworkers for assistance and Dan has been open regarding his preference to not work with the general public. 
Dan’s disability has significantly impacted his self-confidence and his ability to self-advocate. This will affect his ability to get the supports he needs to success in training and work. He will need to develop self-advocacy skills as he graduates from high school and gains more independence, and learn to advocate for himself in the following ways: asking for help and getting accommodations in a college setting, following up on resumes or applications, and asking for help on the job. Without doing so, Dan would be unsuccessful, not reach his goal, not get hired, lose his job, perform poorly, etc. 
Dan does not have a drivers permit. This could potentially be a big help in getting Dan out of his hometown for training and work. There is no public transit available in his community. 
Dan has no education needs in community participation. He lacks recreation and leisure although he was involved with the Boy Scouts and Summer Soccer until this past year. 
