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Governor Dayton Issues Executive Order Getting
the Jump on Issue of Environmental Streamlining

In the opening days of the 2011 legislative session there have been a number

o of bills introduced to streamline and accelerate the environmental review and
In this issue: permitting process within the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) and the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (PCA). On January 24"
Governor Dayton signed Executive Order 11-04 Establishing Goals and
Procedures to Ensure that Certain Environmental Permits are Issued More
Efficiently. The Executive order directs the Commissioner of Natural Resources
Issues Executive and the Commissioner of the Pollution Control Agency:
Order Getting the
Jump on Issue of « To accelerate and simplify the environmental review and permitting
process by allowing review and permit applications to be submitted
electronically.

» Governor Dayton

Environmental
Streamlining

. To establish a goal in both DNR and PCA of having the agencies make
environmental permit decisions within 150 days of receipt of a
completed application with the Commissioners of both agencies
reporting to the Governor within six months of the order on progress in
meeting that goal and making recommendations on additional
administrative actions to further reduce decision times.

. To establish a goal in both DNR and PCA of having the agencies
decide within 30 days after approval of an environmental impact
statement whether to issue the permit with the Commissioners reporting
to the Governor any decisions that do not meet this goal.

In addition the Executive Order directs the Commissioner of the Pollution
Control Agency, within 60 days of the order, to evaluate and report to the
Governor any recommendations to amend Minnesota statutes and rules on
water discharge permits to make them more consistent with federal regulations
allowing, under certain conditions, construction to begin before a water
discharge permit is issued. The Executive Order also requires the
Commissioner of the Pollution Control Agency to include in the statement of
need and reasonableness for rules relating to air quality, water quality, or
hazardous waste standards an analysis of any proposed standards that are
more stringent than federal standards and a justification as to why the
standards are necessary, and a comparison to similar standards in states
bordering Minnesota and other states within Environmental Protection Agency
region 5.
Continued...
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The various legislative proposals also address other issues which cannot be
changed by executive branch action but require action by the legislature. For
example, at present appeals on the need for and adequacy of environmental
review are heard in Minnesota district courts. Legislative proposals would
move that appeal process to the Court of Appeals making it congruent with
Small Business Notes the current appeals process for actual permitting.
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