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DA’JWAUN

My name is Da’Jwaun Dempsey and | am 19 years old. | am
the oldest of 13 siblings. Being the oldest has driven me to
set bigger and better goals for myself and to set an
example for my brothers and sisters. | want to be a leader
in my family which can be very challenging growing up in
North Minneapolis where there are many things to “get
into”, rather than taking the right path and finding
something positive to do.

This summer, | worked at Minneapolis Animal Care and
Control (MACC) through the STEP-UP Program. Working at
MACC has helped me to focus on my career path, to be a K-
9 police officer. | want a career that involves helping
others, whether it is people or animals. The internship at
MACC helped me to get the inside-view on how things
operate at the animal shelter. Animal control officers not
only work with people, but help animals as well. If | were a K9 officer, | could work with people
alongside the dogs. The internship at MACC helped me to understand how to multi-task and
gave me hands-on experiences like ride-alongs with the officers. | now see how the program is
run — all the different jobs that people have, all the functions within the building, etc. | was
even able to watch a surgery in the vet clinic with Dr. Kim, and two of my family’s dogs received
spay/neuter surgeries because of my involvement at the animal shelter.

| joined the National Guard to seek financial help to pay for college, as well as gain valuable
experiences for my future career. | plan on going to college and then applying to be a police
officer.
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