MINNESOTA YOUTH SUCCESS STORY: JASMINE

WSA 04 — DULUTH WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

JASMINE

Long-term services lead to success.

Jasmine was a junior at Denfeld High School when she
applied with YES! Duluth and started a summer work
experience with Upward Bound in 2008. YES! Duluth has
partnered with Upward Bound on a number of occasions to
help students with their preparation for post-secondary
education. The goal of Upward Bound is to increase the rate
at which participants complete secondary education and
enroll in and graduate from institutions of postsecondary
education.

She returned to school in the fall and went on to receive
her High School diploma. She continued with YES! Duluth
and worked another summer at the Animal Shelter where
she identified her interest in helping and caring for animals.
While Jasmine was researching the job market for careers
and training related to caring for animals, she became
homeless. With the assistance of YES! Duluth and HRA staff, she was able to move into a
subsidized housing unit. Now Jasmine needed a job to support herself, but with no specific
training she was unable to find one. YES! Duluth helped her apply for, and funded, her Certified
Nursing Assistant training at Lake Superior College. She completed the training, got her
Certificate and found a job doing Home Health Care for one of the local health care agencies.
Jasmine has worked hard and proved she is responsible and dependable. She has recently
found a job in Minneapolis were she will be closer to her family and can now help her mother.

It sometimes takes three or more years partnering with several agencies to achieve a true
success and a Jasmine is ours for 2011.
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