The Commission of Deaf, DeafBlind and Hard of Hearing Minnesotans

Minutes – January 16, 2009
Mosquito Control Building

St. Paul, MN 
Members present:  Elise Knopf, Tom Anderson, Monique Hammond, Liz McDevitt, Dr. Susan Rose, Patti Morelli Teachout, Tom Lehman, Toni Fairbanks,

Lyle Hoxtell, Jeri Werner, Michele Isham, Bruce Hodek. 

Visitors:  Rubin Latz, Barb Sommers, Jason Valentine, Sharisse Leier, Amanda Moran

Interpreters:  Lori Krause, Heather Ortiz, Richard Laurion

CART:  Lisa Richardson

Staff: Mary Hartnett, Cynthia Weitzel, Jamie Taylor, Kay Chiara

1) Introductions and Welcome to new committee members; Tom Anderson (at-large), Tom Lehman (at-large), Michele Ishman, Jeri Werner (North East Advisory Committee, new staff member, Office Manager, Kay Chiara were welcomed and introduced.
2) Results from 2008 Work Plan/Overview of Strategic Plan/2009 Work Plan
Mary presented the 2008 work plan and the results. The majority of the goals were accomplished.  A copy of the board approved work plan and the results were distributed in the packet.  Goals in employment, access, education and civic engagement were achieved.  A copy of the plan is attached to these minutes.
Mary then presented an overview of the new strategic plan and a work plan for 2009 that is tied to the five year plan. A copy of the 2009 Work Plan is attached to these minutes. MOTION: It was moved, seconded to approve the 2009 Work Plan. Motion passed. 

3) Approval of Minutes (November) 

MOTION: It was moved and seconded to approve the November 2008 minutes. Motion passed unanimously.
4) Proposal for Oral/Signing History Project- Barb Sommers  

Barb Sommers, a national expert in oral history presented a proposal for project that would collect the stories of deaf and hard of hearing elders who are leaders in the community and have them collected by deaf and hard of hearing youth. 
Oral History has been defined as the primary source material that’s collected from people who are witness to or participant in an event or period or a way of life.    Because this project would collect some of the stories in ASL it would be called the Oral/Signing History. Barb referenced projects from the 1960’s of oral/signing history of deaf people that were conducted at Gallaudet.  
Phase 1 would include developing guidelines teaching materials; because the interviewing is very important and its critical that the interviewers are well trained. There are many web based projects that could come from this, and we need to look at those to determine the scope of this project.  
Phase 2 would be conducting in depth interview training, and doing the interviews. Barb passed out suggested methodologies, and summary materials for use as examples.  
Motion: It was moved and seconded to approve entering into a contract for $5,000 with Barb Sommers to develop a proposal for an oral history project on Minnesotans who are deaf, deafblind and hard of hearing.  Motion passed unanimously.

5) Education Issues Discussion 

Joan Breslin Larson, low-incidence coordinator for the Minnesota Department of Education joined commission members by speaker phone to discuss three issues that the commission raised: 

i. Reporting of educational outcomes of deaf and hard of hearing children. MCDHH said it had been trying for years to get reading and scores from MDE. Joan said she would try to get it.
ii. Teacher licensure for teachers of the deaf and hard of hearing.  The Minnesota Board of Teaching is reviewing specialty licenses and will determine which specialties will continue to be offered and which need updating. Deaf and Hard of Hearing will continue to be a specialty will continue. Dr. Rose is involved with this effort.
iii.  Funding cuts resulting in staff cuts. A concern was raised about cuts in funds by MDE that had resulted in layoffs of teachers of the deaf and hard of hearing and educational audiologists. We were told that those decisions were made by school districts, not the department. 
6) Airport Update
Cynthia Weitzel distributed the work plan the commission developed and presented to the Metropolitan Airport Commission. The MAC has agreed to increase access and has been a great partner. There will be visual messaging, video remote interpreting at information desks, web updates that make the site more accessible and other major changes. The federal government has required that airports and airlines become accessible for travelers who are deaf and hard of hearing by May 13, 2009.
7) State Budget Crisis, Christina Wessel, Deputy Director Minnesota Budget Project 
Christina reviewed a PowerPoint presentation with commission members. 
Christina explained the work of the Minnesota Budget Project, a program of the Minnesota Council of Nonprofits.  The project analyzes the state budget and the impact that proposals made by the Governor, the federal government or legislators would have on nonprofit organizations and the people they serve. The materials that they distribute are used by legislators, advocates and policy makers and influence decision making on the state budget. Christina said that the November budget forecast projected a $426 million forecast for FY09.The Governor balanced the budget by:
· spending $155 million in reserves 

· cutting $110 million allocated to cities and counties

· cutting $73 million for human services.  

· cutting $40 million was cut from state agencies.
There is a $4.7 billion (13% of the state budget) projected budget deficit for FY10-FY11.  When the February budget forecast is made, that number could go even higher. The Budget Project proposed a balanced approach of budget cuts, spending reserves and shifts and income tax increased, particularly in the highest tier of income earners. 
Members were encouraged to sign up for the BBP’s website at http://www.mncn.org/bp/index.html

8) Election of New Officers president, Vice-President, Two Executive Committee Members  
MOTION: It was moved and seconded to approve the slate of Elise Knopf, Chair; Patti Morelli Teachout, Vice-Chair; Monique Hammond and Tom Anderson. Motion passed.

9) Hearing Aid Complaints for Children and Adults – An award was presented to John Gross, Department of Commerce for the technical assistance and advocacy that he has offered to parents whose insurance claims for hearing aids are denied.  He committed to continue support of the issue and to work with MCDHH to support parents who have coverage to get the hearing aids their children need. 
John explains the Department of Commerce’s Consumer Response Team, and how they do their work. They deal directly with 3rd party administrators.  The 3rd party administrators (TPAS) are licensed by the Dept of Commerce.  They are independent of the insurance companies, because they work directly for the large corporations, like 3M.  So sometimes they lack the training and the safest answer they can give, is “you’re not covered.”  That may not be the truth but it’s the safest answer for them to keep their jobs. By working with the administrators, they are often able to overturn denials and ensure that children get the hearing aids they need. 

John said not to give up on our goal of getting hearing aids for adults. 
10) Legislative Agenda The legislative agenda for FY 2009 was presented to commission members.   Background information on the bills was presented at the September commission meeting.
I. Usability and Accessibility Legislation   
II. Nonprofit tax exempt property tax bill 

III. Type III Bus Bill  

IV. Parent Guides

V. Defend existing deaf, hard of hearing and deafblind programs from cuts 2:15- 2:20

VI. Surprises (opportunities/crisis)- Response team 

MOTION: Motion to approve the Legislative Agenda for 2009.  In the event that an issue that needed to be addressed this session that was not on the list, Executive Committee members would be contacted to vote on whether or not the commission should add another issue to its agenda. 
11) Legislative Day Legislative Day will be on March 4, 2009. There will be training at the Kelly Inn and rally at the rotunda.  MOTION: It was moved and seconded to present an award to Al Franken for having the most accessible campaign.  Motion Passed. All of his TV ads and most of his online ads were captioned and he hired interpreters for all of his public events. 
12) Award and recognition for Tony Fairbanks.  Tony Fairbanks was recognized with an award after six years of service as a commission member.  Tony was thanked for the many times she testified at the legislature on behalf of the commission’s bills and for the leadership she provided on the commission. 
13) Commission Members Reports/Announcements/Other items Commission members made closing remarks. Regional representatives shared distributed copies of their regional meeting minutes. 
14) Adjournment   MOTION: It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 4:00.  Motion carried. 
