Commission of Deaf, DeafBlind and 

Hard of Hearing Minnesotans 

Meeting Minutes – January 15, 2010 
 
MCDHH Offices, Golden Rule Building 

85 East Seventh Place, St. Paul, MN  
 
Members Present:  Elise Knopf, Tom Anderson, Jill Rohman, Tom Lehman, Michele Isham, Monique Hammond 

Ex Officio: Bruce Hodek

Visitors (applicants for membership, waiting to be appointed) : Jason Valentine, Sue Gensmer, Lyle Hoxtell, Rhonda Sivarajah, Tracy Lindemer 
Interpreters:  Lauri Krouse, Richard Laurion, Stephen Medlicott

1)  Introductions and Welcome
2)    Motion to approve the Minutes from the November 20th 2009 Meeting moved and seconded.  Passed unanimously.

3)  Tom Stinson, State Economist spoke about the current budget crisis. A handout was given.  Presentation highlights included:

· Short-term budget and short-term economic outlook 

· Budget deficit projections vary from $5.4 billion to $7.5 billion (depends upon whether the K12 shift is included and receipt of anticipated federal funds)

· 40% more of Minnesotans are entering retirement age; which will in 2020 exceed the school age population by between 5-17% 

· If revenue grows at a projected 3.9% annual rate over 25 years; and if healthcare expenditures grow by 8.5% we will not be able to invest in K-12 education, and higher education, and other human services.  The best thing we can do is to slow the rising cost of health care.

· If we don’t make the investments that need to be made in order to keep the workforce vital in a global economy, we aren’t going to have anything left to fund those developments in the future. 

· The current national health care cost per capita is $3,500 for ages 45-55,

· $6,700 for ages 55-64

· $9,000 for ages 65-74

· $10,000 for age 75+ 

The February forecast will come out on on March 2nd;  http://www.mmb.state.mn.us/bis-info 

3) Report to Legislature on Usability and Technology Law, Rena Rogers 

Rena distributed copies of the report on the progress of implementation of adoption of Section 508 standards and WCAG 2.0 guidelines by the state to the legislature.    

4)  Results from Oral/Signing History Project – Barb Sommers 

In January 2009 MCDHH voted to approve entering into a contract with Dr. Barb Sommers to develop a plan for collecting an oral and visual history of Minnesotans who are deaf, deafblind and hard of hearing. On January 15 she presented the results of her work in a detailed 86 page report. The primary goal: to collect and preserve stories that demonstrate the contributions that individuals who are deaf, deafblind and hard of hearing have made to the state.  

The project is estimated to last three years.  An average of 15 to 20 histories will be collected. Execution of the plan is contingent upon raising funds from outside sources and the donation of time and resources from key stakeholders. MCDHH will apply for the new Minnesota Legacy Fund grants through the Minnesota Historical Society. 

5).   Hearing Aid Issues:  Tom Hiendlmayr, Director of the Health Occupations Program, Catherine Lloyd, Minnesota Department of Health
Tom and Catherine of the Hearing Instrument Dispenser Advisory Council presented a PowerPoint which gave an overview of the work of the Council and summarized current issues facing them. They described the:

· History of oversight for audiologists and hearing aid dispensers

· Comparison of the credential requirements for each- audiologists must have PhDs,  stand alone dispensers don’t need to have a high school diploma- they just need to pass a test.

· Investigative Research Activity

· Educational and Policy effort

Because many people contact the Commission members discussed the importance of having a closer relationship with the Hearing Instrument Dispenser Advisory Council. Monique Hammond offered to apply for a slot on their council so we can work together on consumer protection issues.

7)   Hearing Aid Survey   Cynthia described the Hearing Aid Survey that was developed by the commission and the Minnesota Academy of Audiologists. The survey has been sent to the MAA membership.  Mary has received complaints from parents and audiologists that insurance companies are not complying with state law and covering hearing aids for families with fully insured policies.  The survey asks audiologists about their experience with hearing aids and coverage and kids through the age of 18. The information will be used to track companies with good records and those who need education or advocacy to make them comply.
8)  Progress Report on New Education Law:  Mary described steps MCDHH has taken to advocate for MDE to implement the new data collection and improvement plan on deaf and hard of hearing.  Sean Virnig is on loan from the Minnesota State Academy of the Deaf to assist MCDHH. 
9)  Appointment of Commission Members:  The Governor’s office is still behind in appointments. Some members have been waiting for reappointment for a year and a half.  We hope they come soon.  We only have six out of 15 members appointed. 

10) Election of Officers: The following members were nominated for the following positions: Tom Anderson, Chair, Monique Hammond  Vice Chair, and Michele Isham, and Jeri Werner to serve on the executive committee.  Motion: To approve the slate of candidates, contingent upon the appointment of Monique to the commission.  Seconded. It was passed unanimously.

11)   Review, Discussion and Approval of Legislative Agenda:

The following items were discussed and then individually moved, seconded and passed unanimously:  

a.
Eligibility Requirements for Part B services for children who are deaf and hard of hearing (ages 4 through 21) A committee comprised of teachers and educational audiologists made recommendations for eligibility for Part B.  Children who do not qualify because of current requirements are not receiving services and are falling behind.  The group also recommended that a teacher of the deaf and hard of hearing be on the IEP team.  The commission hopes that this is included in MDE’s recommendations. 
b. Defend existing deaf, hard of hearing and deafblind programs from cuts  The deficit could lead to cuts to programs that serve people who are deaf, deafblind and hard of hearing and we want to preserve services as much as we can.
c. Minnesota North Star Academy and Metro Deaf School The school is facing a cash flow crisis and needs a change in legislation to survive. Tom Anderson recused himself from the vote- he has children in the school and is on their board.
d. Surprises (opportunities/crisis)- Selection of Response team  If  requests for assistance or situations arise that impact the community Mary will contact Rhonda Sivarajah, Elise Knopf, Jason Valentine and Tom Anderson to seek approval for action taken outside the board approved agenda.
The board discussed Kathleen Bridgeford’s request that the commission support her efforts to create the program she calls “SAFE”  for accessible Emergency Preparedness in Schools.  Staff investigated and learned that the Commissioner of Education is responsible for school emergency preparedness and that there is a specific committee that deals with that issue. Mary has assigned Cynthia Weitzel to do follow with Kathleen and asked her to meet with the Project Manager, Barb Fonkert.

12) Discussion of MCDHH 25th Anniversary Celebration   Mary asked commission members if they wanted to plan a celebration for the commission’s anniversary. She noted that this is a banner year for celebrations-   125th Anniversary of the Minnesota Association of Deaf Citizens,  Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services Division 30th Anniversary,  and the 20th Anniversary of the ADA.  MCDHH will join MADC in planning efforts that will occur in September.
13) Results from 2009 Work Plan/ Overview of Strategic Plan    Mary distributed copies of the results of the work that was completed which is attached to these minutes. All of the major goals were accomplished for the year. 
14) Review and Approval of Commission  2010 Work Plan  A copy of the workplan was distributed and discussed.  Commission members said it was ambitious and that we may need to eliminate some items if the commission gets budget cuts.  A copy of the workplan is attached.  A motion to approve the plan was moved, seconded and approved unanimously. 
15)  Review of MCDHH Budget   A copy of the budget was distributed. 
16) Commission Members Reports/Announcements/ Tom Anderson attended the Minnesota Council on Nonprofits Caucus training.  MCDHH will post a Power Point of the training on its website and encourage community members to attend.  Jason Valentine described the training provided to 40 attorneys on deaf culture provided by the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services Division.   DHHSD also sponsored a training for Deaf and Hard of Hearing kids, called “Be Safe, Be Cool.”  Elise described the PEPNet transition tool kit.  Regional representatives gave reports provided by their advisory boards. 
17)Adjournment   It was moved, seconded and
