The Commission of Deaf, DeafBlind and Hard of Hearing Minnesotans
Minutes 
May 18, 2012
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
MCDHH Offices Suite 105 Golden Rule Building
85 East 7th Place, St. Paul, MN 55101
Present: Michelle Isham, Brenda Ackerson, John Lee Clark, Alan Parnes, Lyle Hoxtell, Jason Valentine, Roberta Johnson, Nancy Diener, Ade Haugen, 
Guests: Mary Cashman Bakken, Amy McQuaid, 
Staff: Mary Hartnett, Teika Pakalns, Jamie Taylor
Interpreters:
CART:

1) Introductions and Welcome:  Michele Isham convened the meeting at 9:00 a.m. Prospective member (not yet appointed) Brenda Ackerson introduced herself. She is a Regional Low Incidence Facilitator for Regions 1 and 2 and will represent the Northwest Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services Division Advisory Committee.          
2) Approval of the November Minutes:   The January minutes were amended to reflect Ade’s attendance by speaker phone. 
3) Reports from Regional reps and at-large commission members:    The regional representatives shared printed reports from their advisory boards. There was discussion of the $40K that MNCDHH has available to produce videos in ASL.  Bullying and fraud are big concerns across regions and were proposed as topics that could be addressed by MNCDHH using the video funds.  
Concerns about Emergency Preparedness for people who are deaf, deafblind and hard of hearing were raised. Some people don’t have equipment that could warn them if an emergency arises. The Telecommunications Access Fund was raised as a possible source of funding. It was proposed that we invite the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services Division to discuss this topic and answer commission questions at the next meeting. They represent the community at statewide preparedness meetings. SW Minnesota has a waiting list for their hearing aid bank. 
Concerns about interpreter shortages in rural Minnesota were also addressed.

Duluth
John Lee Clark raised three issues in the deafblind community: 1) People under 50 face high levels of unemployment. He hopes that the MNCDHH Employment Task Force will be able to help to address these needs. 2) Deafblind people who are over 50 who experience health problems are being denied access to Support Service Providers (SSPs) in clinic and hospital settings. John wanted MNCDHH to help and asked if there was anything in writing from the Department of Justice that required SSPs as an accommodation. Jamie Taylor said that when she was in D.C.,that the DOJ verbally stated that SSPs are considered to be an auxiliary aid. She said she thought they would issue a memo this fall.  3) A DeafBlind History meeting  is planned June 9th from 1 to 3:30.


4) Commission Appointments: Applicants to the Commission were considered for vacant positions.  The following applicants were recommended to the Governor’s office for appointment based on skills and diversity the candidates would bring to the commission: Tracy Ivy, John Wodele, Jenny Gough, Brenda Ackerson. 
5) Project Progress -   Teika Pakalns, Senior Project Manager, described the projects that she completed that are now online and the status of the new web design and migration from a private to state web host.
· Legacy Projects – Oral history interviews 
· Digital Library:  historic documents from the Minnesota State Academy of the Deaf,  Oral visual histories- 20 accessible video interviess on website, 7 new legacy interviews. Signs of MN reformatted with 29 inteveiws  of deaf minnesotans. Teika  showed clips of some of the videos
· Minnesota Digital Library, MN reflections.  The Commission(Teika)  has scanned and   provided the metadata for 173 historic documents, photographs to the Minnesota Digital Library. Twenty-four are from the Minnesota Association of Deaf Citizens, and 119 are from the Minnesota State Academy for the Deaf Alumni Association. Detailed metadata was entered into each photo and document, locations for each photo and document,  descriptive titles, the creator, the photographer’s name or studio, detailed descriptions , dates, events and names. Teika worked with local deaf historian, Doug Bahl;  there are 20 columns for the 173 items.  It took Teika a long time to do this, but photos and historical documents that were decayed are now saved, archived,  and searchable.    Some of the photos are pretty amazing.  Members were shown examples that are in the archives and were encouraged to view them at www.            
· Accessible Technology Training:  MNCDHH co-produced online instruction on making online: There have been 10,000 views of the videos on the state MN.IT page.
· Emergency Health Care Videos- Demonstrations were made of the 7 part series in ASL that describe how to get help in emergency health care situations.
· Web upgrade: The new website will be available in all mobile platforms, a scrolling feature, social media icons and will be fully accessible. We hope to go live this year. There are two other challenges. Staff have to go through all content on the site (ten years’ worth), delete out dated information archive select items, and move the content that we want to keep to the new site. End users will be able to shift colors, contrast, and text size. There will be extensive testing to ensure that it is as accessible as possible.Vocational Rehabilitation Deaf and Hard of Hearing Coordinator   Chris McVey  
6) [bookmark: _GoBack]Employment:  Chris McVey from the Department of Employment and Economic Development
7)  Task Force Update Alan Parnes   11:40 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
8) Lunch   12:00 p.m. - 12:30 p.m.
9) Affordable Health Care Act- Essential Benefits- Hearing aids   Lauren Gilchrist   12:30 p.m.- 1:00 p.m. 
10) Blood spot changes- impact of new legislation  Mark McCann Minnesota Department of Health  1:00- 1:30  
11) Legislation 1:30 p.m. – 1:45 p.m.
· MA coverage for outpatient mental health
· Funds for MSAD
· Chemical Dependency
12) Education 1:45 p.m.-2:00   p.m.
· Collaborative Plan- Grant proposals
· Survey
13) DHHS- Update   2:00- 2:15
· Mental Health
· Deaf Mentors
· Other projects
14) Strategic Planning and Retreat  2:15- 2:40
November dates
15) Secretary of State Grant  2:40- 2:50
16) Adjournment  3:00  

