Commission of Deaf, DeafBlind and Hard of Hearing Minnesotans
Minutes
May 17, 2013

9:00 to 4:00 p.m.

State Office Building, Room 5
100 Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd, St. Paul, MN 55155
Present: Alan Parnes, Jason Valentine, Tracy Ivy, Nancy Diener, Brenda Ackerson, John Wodelle, Adrienne Haugen, Michele Isham, Emily Smith-Lundberg, Rhonda Sivarajah, Roberta Johnson

Absent: Susan Rose, Susan Gensmer, John Lee Clark, Lyle Hoxtell

Staff: Mary Hartnett, Michelle Ooley, Katie Woods

Guests: Tina Armstrong, Assistant Commissioner Jessica Looman, Melinda Marsolek, Amy McQuaid-Swanson, Mary Cashman-Bakken
Interpreters: Stephen Medlicott, Patty Gordon, Mary Baremore, Cori Giles, Nancy Evelyn

CART: Angie Sundell

Meeting was called to order at 9:15 a.m.
1. Introductions and Welcome: Michele Isham, chairperson, called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

2. Approval of the January 18, 2013 meeting minutes. Motion to approve, motion passed.
3. Reports from Regional Reps and At-Large Commission members:
a. Roberta Johnson – SW Rep: Also reporting for the SE region. The annual skating event in Mankato was held and there were over 70 children who attended. Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services staff participated in a series of video conferences on January 24th and May 16th on the impacts of hearing loss. 
b. Alan Parnes – At –Large: Nothing to report
c. Jason Valentine – Metro Rep: DHHS staff created a 7 minute V-Log/DVD that describes DHHS statewide services. Completed our 2nd annual Immersion into the World of Hearing Loss (Deaf, Deaf World) class. Two DHHS staff will conduct a workshop at the ADARA conference on this training curriculum. In February Metro staff provided training to 30 public servants on how they can better serve and interact with citizens with a hearing loss. 
d. Adrienne Haugen – Central Rep: Rich Diedrichsen, Regional Manager for DHHS with a community services coordinator at the St. Cloud V.A. medical center regarding homeless veterans. They explored options for allowing veterans to access TED services. DHHS staff in St. Cloud presented an all-day training in Elk River to a variety of professionals to better acquaint them with the communication and access needs of people who are deaf, deafblind and hard of hearing. 
e. Emily Smith-Lundberg – At-Large: Attended a meeting for the EHDI and talked about the EHDI conference in Arizona. Better resources and language follow-up are needed in order to get the children access without delaying the process. 

f. Brenda Ackerson – NW Rep: Notes were distributed for her region. Two things that are worth mentioning are the increased collaboration between DHHS and our regional low incidence project to better be able to offer ASL enhancement programs. Also there an increased collaboration and connections with the geriatric population and trying to help them obtain hearing aids. As the hearing aid bank continues to be our number one obstacle right now. 
g. Nancy Diener – NE Rep: Continued barriers are being experienced by parents that are frustrated with being able to get hearing aids for their children. Also looking at conducting more emergency disaster training now that we are coming up on the one year anniversary of the floods in Duluth. 

h. Rhonda Sivarajah – At-Large: No report 
4. Tina Armstrong – Minnesota Department of Commerce
a. Preventive services and essential health benefits: The Affordable Care Act (ACA) requires 100% coverage of certain preventative care for both adults and children. Hearing screenings for newborns and hearing aids are covered..  Insurance companies have to cover this service at 100% with no deductible, no co-payments and no percentage that the family has to pay. The ACA does not list hearing screening for adults as preventative service that must be covered at 100%. It is something that is decided upon at a state level- the state took existing health mandates and incorporated them into the plan.
5. Commission Appointments/Recommendations for Members

a. Departing members are Rhonda Sivarajah and Dr. Sue Rose. This will leave two spots open on the commission. Several people out in the community have expressed interest and might lend themselves to the discussion. Suggestions are: Bobbi Cordano, Bruce Hodek, Jimmy Belden, Trudy Suggs, Dr. Laurel Wills, Kristen Townshend, and Dr. Nanette McDevitt. Recommendation will be made at the commission meeting in September and then the Governor’s office will contact us and ask for our recommendations. 
6. Legislative Updates – Mary Hartnett

a. See updates on website (mncdhh.org)
7. Jessica Looman – Assistant Commissioner Department of Labor and Industry

a. The Department of Labor and Industry is charged with overseeing the construction of all publicly funded and licensed facilities in the State of Minnesota. They look at plans for compliance with all of the building codes, including the MN Accessibility code and the construction code for all new school buildings. MNCDHH got a law passed that requires that schools districts adopt the ANSI Acoustic Standards for New Construction of Schools.  It is not being followed. They can help us. 
8. Representative Abeler, Selcer, Laine, Norton, Huntley, Fritz, Newton, Atkins, Gunter, Dorholt and Senators Hawj, Champion, Jenson, Benson, Carlson, Eken, Tomassoni and Clark stopped in were recognized by the commission for their work. They stopped by, or we went to them. We thanked them and gave them certificates of recognition. 

9. Melinda Marsolek – Minnesota Department of Health Epidemiologist

a. Collaborative Plan Survey Results: A copy of the report was sent out and is on our website. Melinda talked about the survey results that were part of the Commission’s Collaborative Outcomes Plan for Children who are Deaf and Hard of Hearing.  It provided us with the baseline information that we need to set goals for the plan. 
10. Deaf, Deafblind and Hard of Hearing Lobby Day Report – Michelle and Katie
a. Over 500 people attended, 180 appointments were made, the Governor gave the opening remarks of the rally and we had the largest number of participants at our lobby day then in previous years. Minnetonka schools had 150 kids come for training. We provided eight trainings that were conducted by Emory Dively and Katie Woods. 

11. It was and seconded to adjourn the meeting.  The motion passed unanimously.
