Commission of Deaf, DeafBlind and Hard of Hearing Minnesotans
Age-related Hearing Loss and Healthy Aging Task Force

Legislative Recommendations: 

1. Learn about age-related hearing loss 
· Hold hearings on age-related hearing loss to learn about latest research and impact 
· Require the Minnesota Department of Health, with the assistance of the Department of Commerce, to report to the legislature on current insurance coverage for Minnesotans over 55 for hearing screenings, hearing tests, hearing aids and assistive devices

2. Require state agencies to focus on age-related hearing loss
· Require the Board of Aging to provide information on age-related hearing loss, its impact and treatment options
· Require Minnesota Department of Health to create a division focused on healthy aging with some resources focused on age-related hearing loss
· Require MDH to catalog and collect data on the impact of treating age-related hearing loss and conduct an analysis of whether early detection and treatment for age-related hearing loss leads to cost savings
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Include age-related hearing loss in other healthy aging initiatives you are considering

3. Invest in hard-of-hearing-friendly environments
· Require that projects paid for with state funding meet acoustical standards and include Hearing Loops (the hearing assistive technology preferred by those with hearing aids), when financially feasible (HF 2057, Theis / SF 1784, Rest)
· Require that living facilities for seniors, including assisted living facilities, senior buildings, nursing home, etc., uniformly include alerting devices for the hard of hearing (visual alarms, flashing doorbells)

4.  Increase coverage for and access to hearing care and treatment
· Pass resolution to support national efforts and urge Congress to allow Medicare to provide coverage for hearing health care
· Longer term: with information from MDH reports, require insurance coverage for hearing care for Minnesotans 55+, including hearing screening, hearing tests, and hearing aids
· Provide greater access to transportation for seniors in greater Minnesota to get to hearing appointments.  Explore whether in-home screening is an option.

5.  Ensure access to quality hearing care
· Review the hearing dispensing industry to ensure adequate consumer protection
· Are consumers educated about all available options?
· Are there protections to ensure that costs and sales methods are not predatory?
· Can seniors access necessary follow-up care?

For further information, contact Mary Hartnett at mary.hartnett@state.mn.us
