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Program Overview
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Department of Commerce Active RFPs 

2026 R1 Funding

• Readiness Assessment Open Jan. 5 – 30, 2026
• Full Applications due May 29, 2026
• https://mn.gov/commerce/business/rfp.jsp

2026 R2 Funding
• Readiness Assessment Open Throughout July 2026
• Full Applications Due end of November 2026

More Information: mn.gov/solar4schools

https://mn.gov/commerce/business/rfp.jsp
https://mn.gov/commerce/business/rfp.jsp
https://mn.gov/solar4schools
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Amanda Schienebeck, Program Administrator
Amanda.schienebeck@state.mn.us

mn.gov/Solar4Schools
Program Overview – Impact to Date

Full Grant Recipient List

mn.gov/solar4schools
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$7,160,125

2023 2.54 MW $4,069,981 

2024 10.87 MW $11,874,327 

2025* 1.51 MW $1,744,256 

Total 33.16 MW $24,848,689

https://www.cleanenergyresourceteams.org/solarschools


10/24/2025 4

59
40

54

9 16 16 16 16 16 16 16

2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2032

N
um

be
r o

f P
ro

je
ct

s

SFS Est

Amanda Schienebeck, Program Administrator
Amanda.schienebeck@state.mn.us

mn.gov/Solar4Schools
Potential Total Program Impact by 2032

Full Grant Recipient List

mn.gov/solar4schools
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2022 4.54 MW 59
2023 2.54 MW 40
2024 10.87 MW 54
2025* 1.51 MW 9
2026-2032 17.85 MW 112
Total 51.01 MW 464

https://www.cleanenergyresourceteams.org/solarschools


Cumulative Impact and Potential 
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CUMULATIVE MN Solar Schools Impact on MN Solar Schools 

Pre-SFS SFS SFS Remaining Potential
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Cumulative Impact and Potential
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10/24/2025 6



Program Overview
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2022 2023 2024 2025* Total Grant 
Reservation

Total Grant 
Budget 

Remaining 
Grant Budget

K-12 (Xcel) $1,983,131 $476,502 $4,796,088 $408,650 $7,187,869 $20,637,527 13,449,658*

K-12 (Other) $5,176,993 $3,545,479 $6,991,128 $1,335,606 $17,049,206 $21,012,000 $3,962,794

MN State 
(Xcel) $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $1,117,800 $1,117,800

MN State 
(Other) $0 $48,000 $87,111 $0 $135,111 $2,142,000 $2,006,889

TOTAL $7,160,124 $4,069,981 $11,874,327 $1,744,256 $24,848,688 $44,909,327 $20,060,639



MN Comparison (Solar Installs Through 2023)
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https://generation180.org/


Resource: State Solar Master Contract
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Questions and Assistance:
• State Solar Master Contract 
• Doug Heeschen, doug.heeschen@state.mn.us

Includes:
• pre-vetted vendors qualified to design and install solar
• many consumer protections incorporated into contract*
• technical assistance through RFP and proposal selection

*vendors only pre-qualified for use through the contract. Use of one of the contract vendors outside of use of the contract 
and full contract process, does not guarantee the contract’s consumer protections. If selecting a contract vendor outside 
of the master contract, public RFP process recommended as procurement best practice 

https://osp.admin.mn.gov/sites/osp/files/pdf/s-1049%285%29.pdf
https://osp.admin.mn.gov/sites/osp/files/pdf/s-1049%285%29.pdf
mailto:doug.heeschen@state.mn.us


Resource: Clean Energy Resource Teams (CERTs)
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Questions and Assistance:
• https://www.cleanenergyresourceteams.org/schools
• Peter Lindstrom: plindstr@umn.edu

Free, Unbiased Technical Assistance Options Include:
• Scheduling a CERTs Pre-Application consultation to go over solar best practices
• One-on-one assistance meeting Readiness Assessment requirements.
• Understanding solar array’s cost and anticipated savings
• Developing and distributing your solar RFP, and evaluating received proposals

“Minnesota schools are eager to adopt solar energy, but many 
have questions about how to move from interest to installation. 

That’s where we come in.” - Peter Lindstrom, CERTs 

https://www.cleanenergyresourceteams.org/schools
mailto:plindstr@umn.edu
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