
Red Lake Schools
    Home of the Warriors





Red Lake 
Secondary School

    Grades 6 - 12



Red Lake Elementary School

    PK – Grade 5



Ponemah Elementary
    PK – Grade 8



• The district is 1,014 square miles of land & water
• The district and Red Lake Nation boundaries are contiguous
• Located in Beltrami County less than 100 miles from the 

Canadian border
• Student body – 99% Native American (Ojibwe)
• District poverty rate is 85%



• Red Lake, Little Rock, 
Redby, & Ponemah

• Rural & isolated area

• Average route

• Long routes 



Electric School Buses
    





Charging in Bus Garage








• Simple process

• Developing the RFP was more challenging

• Two bids received

• Selected Highland Electric Fleet Inc.
• Responsive to our questions
• Felt like a partnership
• Bluebird bus

• Timeline

EPA Clean School Bus Program



LOCAL 
RESPONSE

• Student curiosity and engagement
• Resistance to sustainable energy
• Tribal & school board support
• Support from local utility



Sustainable Leadership
• Values of Red Lake Nation

• ISD 38 is a large employer

• Education of staff and students

• Career exploration



Student Interest

• No emissions!
• No sound!






STUDENT PRIDE & RESPECT





•Student Pride!



Solar Panels
    



• OJIBWE LANGUAGE 
CURRICULAR VIDEO ON SOLAR 
POWER.






LOCAL 
RESPONSE

• Student curiosity and engagement
• Resistance to sustainable energy
• Tribal & school board support
• Support from local utility



•Ojibwe language 
curricular video on 

solar power.






LOCAL 
RESPONSE

• Student curiosity and engagement
• Resistance to sustainable energy
• Tribal & school board support
• Support from local utility



OJIBWE LANGUAGE CURRICULUM ON SOLAR POWER & ENERGY EQUITY.





Metrics
• Student curiosity and 

engagement

• Resistance to sustainable 
energy

• Tribal & school board 
support

• Support from local utility



Ojibwe Language curriculum on solar power & energy equity.



OJIBWE LANGUAGE CURRICULUM ON SOLAR POWER & ENERGY EQUITY.



• Modern HVAC systems enhance indoor air quality.

• Reductions in airborne pollutants, carbon dioxide 
levels and allergens.

• Fewer student absences and improved learning 
outcomes (RMI, 2021). 

• Proper ventilation helps reduce the spread of illnesses 
and supports better cognitive performance. 

• Better ventilation controls protect valuable artifacts 
and equipment in our buildings.

Red Lake Elementary Media Center HVAC Upgrade

Benefits of Modern HVAC Systems



Protecting Cultural 
Artifacts

    







Culture 
Room

• Student curiosity and 
engagement

• Resistance to sustainable 
energy

• Tribal & school board 
support

• Support from local utility



AHU 
Shutdown
• Emergency situations

• Graduation Ceremonies

• Assemblies



QUESTIONS?



Contact Information

Tim Lutz:         
tlutz@redlake.k12.mn.us

Willie Larson:  
williel@redlake.k12.mn.us

mailto:tlutz@redlake.k12.mn.us
mailto:williel@redlake.k12.mn.us
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