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Topics in this issue
Policies & Procedures: Contract for deed interest clarification; Commerce EAP outreach; FFY20 Annual 
Training dates and site 
Notices: Commerce EAP position posted; News Release – Struggling to pay your heating bill? Help is available 
from the state’s Energy Assistance Program 

Policies & Procedure
Contract for deed interest clarification 
Commerce is changing a policy to more consistently count interest income. Going forward, treat Contract for 
Deed interest the same as dividends, interest, and royalties. The table below shows the new method of 
calculating Contract for Deed interest income. The FFY20 EAP Policy Manual will include this change, but 
Service Providers should start using the new method to determine contract for deed interest income for the 
remainder of FFY19. 

Income type Definition Count as income? 

Contract for Deed Count annual interest payment divided by 4. 
See “Dividends, Interest and Royalties” Yes 

Dividends, Interest and 
Royalties (including contract 
for deed interest) 

If over $50 per quarter or $200 a year. If payments 
are made annual or regularly but not monthly, use 
the 12-month total divided by four. If monthly, use 
the last three months. 

Yes 

Commerce EAP outreach 
Department of Human Services 
 MN Board on Aging: DHS staff worked with Commerce EAP staff to develop an EAP informational video to 

train Senior Linkage Line staff. The training video was made available to 150 staff in December. 

FFY20 EAP Annual Training dates and site  
Mark your calendars! FFY20 EAP Annual Training is Wednesday, August 7 and 
Thursday, August 8, 2019 at the Best Western-Kelly Inn St. Cloud. The Kelly 
Inn is holding a block of rooms for attendees. Commerce will provide 
reservation information at a later date. 

Notices  
Commerce EAP position posted 
Commerce EAP is hiring an Administrator Monitor. This new State Program Administrator Senior position is 
posted here. The last day to apply is February 5, 2019.  
 

https://careers.mn.gov/psp/hcm92apc/MNCAREERS/HRMS/c/HRS_HRAM.HRS_APP_SCHJOB.GBL?Page=HRS_APP_JBPST&FOCUS=Applicant&SiteId=1001&JobOpeningId=29788&PostingSeq=1&languageCd=ENG
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News Release 
Struggling to pay your heating bill? Help is available from the state’s Energy Assistance Program 
Minnesota Department of Commerce sent this bulletin on 1/17/2019. 
 
For Immediate Release 

SAINT PAUL —With subzero temperatures arriving in much of the state, the Minnesota Commerce Department reminds 
Minnesotans to apply to the state’s Energy Assistance Program for help paying their heating bills. 

For those who have not already applied for help this heating season, there is still time. Households with young children, 
people with disabilities, veterans or seniors are especially encouraged to apply. 

“Energy assistance is an essential safety net that can help vulnerable Minnesotans avoid the cruel choice between 
buying food or medicine and paying the heating bill,” said Commerce Commissioner Steve Kelley. “Heating your home is 
a necessity in Minnesota, and we don’t want anyone’s health or safety put at risk because they can’t afford to pay for 
heat.” 

The Energy Assistance Program serves households that earn less than 50 percent of the state’s median annual income 
($49,698 for a family of four). It helps low-income homeowners and renters with heating bills through grant money paid 
directly to their utility companies or heating fuel vendors. Funds are also available to help some homeowners repair or 
replace malfunctioning heat systems. 

In October, Minnesota received about $116 million in federal Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) 
funds for this year’s Energy Assistance Program. The program is not affected by the federal government shutdown. 

Average annual grant is $545 
Last year the Energy Assistance Program served more than 126,000 Minnesota households, with an average grant of 
about $545. These households included nearly 56,000 seniors and more than 8,000 veterans. 

The Minnesota Commerce Department administers the program in partnership with 29 local service providers 
throughout the state. The service providers can also help residents facing heat disconnections or needing emergency 
fuel delivery. 

How to apply for Energy Assistance 
New applicants have until May 31 to apply, but funding is limited and administered on a first-come, first-served basis. 

Eligible households apply for assistance with the local service provider in their area. To receive an application and find 
your local service provider, visit the Energy Assistance Program section of the Commerce Department website 
(mn.gov/commerce) or call the Commerce Department toll-free at 800-657-3710. 

Commerce is here to help 
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