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STATE OF MINNESOTA 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

In the Matter of the Real Property Appraiser License of Layne Charles McCleary. 

License No. 40465931

TO: Layne Charles McCleary 

Southern Minnesota Appraisal Services 

116 East 4th Street / Post Office Box 53 

Blue Earth, MN 56013 

CONSENT ORDER 

Commissioner of Commerce Grace Arnold (Commissioner) has determined as follows: 

1. The Commissioner has advised Layne Charles McCleary (Respondent) that she is

prepared to commence formal action pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 45.027 {2020), and other applicable law, 

based on the following allegations in an appraisal report completed in Faribault County, Minnesota: 

a. Respondent completed an agricultural appraisal outside the scope of his appraiser

license. Respondent has admitted this allegation. A Licensed Residential Real

Property Appraiser may appraise noncomplex residential property or agricultural

property having a transaction value of less than $1,000,000 and complex residential

or agricultural property having a transaction value of less than $400,000. As soon as

it became apparent that the transaction value of Parcel A exceeded the above­

prescribed noncomplex agricultural amount, Respondent had a responsibility to

withdraw from the assignment. Failing to withdraw from the assignment is a

violation of the Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice Competency

Rule {2020) and Minn. Stat. § 82B.11 subd. 3 and Minn. Stat. § 82B.195 subd. 2 (8)

(2020).

2. Respondent acknowledges that they have been advised of the right to a hearing in this

matter, to present argument to the Commissioner, and to appeal from any adverse determination after 
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